
HANDBELLS CALL TO WORSHIP             “CASCADING CHIMES” 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HANDBELLS ANTHEM                               “MORNING HAS BROKEN”  

 

OPENING HYMN                              “THE STRIFE IS O’ER, THE BATTLE DONE” LSB 464 

ref Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

1 The strife is o’er, the battle done; 

Now is the victor’s triumph won; 

Now be the song of praise begun. 

    Alleluia! 

 

2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 

But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 

Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 

    Alleluia! 

 

3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 

He rises glorious from the dead. 

All glory to our risen Head! 

    Alleluia! 

 

4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 

The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 

    Alleluia! 

 

5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 

From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 

That we may live and sing to Thee. 

    Alleluia! Refrain 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 



not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

THIS IS THE FEAST LSB 155 

C This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are His. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

  

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. Alleluia. 

  

This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 



SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful people, 

rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11–16 

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a 

shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, 

and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 
13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 

own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 

country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. 

There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 
15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I 

will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 

weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 2:21–25 

 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, 

he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who 

judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned 

to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  



 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a 

hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 

flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 

the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must 

bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN                                    “THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS” LSB 709 

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 

    Whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am His 

    And He is mine forever. 

 

2 Where streams of living water flow, 

    My ransomed soul He leadeth 

And, where the verdant pastures grow, 

    With food celestial feedeth. 

 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

    But yet in love He sought me 

And on His shoulder gently laid 

    And home rejoicing brought me. 

 

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 

    With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 



Thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

    Thy cross before to guide me. 

 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

CONFIRMATION 

 
The pastor addresses the catechumens. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in 

the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will 

also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny 

before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully 

give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave you 

in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

  

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 



  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 

R I do. 

  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you have 

learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 

  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than 

fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching of the Lord. 

You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and 

receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 

day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 
The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing. The pastor places his hands on the head of each catechumen and makes 

the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying: 

 

P Lillian, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 

 
The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of confirmation. After all the catechumens have received the blessing, 

one or both of the following collects are prayed. 

 
Stand 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these Your sons 

and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the 

heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of 

faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight of 

faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 



P Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united Your children in the 

suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the gift of Your 

Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their 

Savior. Deliver them from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that 

they may remain faithful in hearing Christ’s Word and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord’s 

Supper strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them 

to find joy and comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to 

bear the cross with patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING HYMN                         “OUR PASCHAL LAMB, THAT SETS US FREE” LSB 473 

1 Our Paschal Lamb, that sets us free, 

    Is sacrificed. O keep 

The feast of freedom gallantly; 

    Let alleluias leap: Refrain 

 

ref Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Again 

Sing alleluia, cry aloud: Alleluia! Amen! 

 

2 Let all our lives now celebrate 

    The feast; let malice die. 

Let love grow strong anew, and great, 

    Let truth stamp out the lie. Refrain 

 

3 Let all our deeds, unanimous, 

    Confess Him as our Lord 

Who by the Spirit lives in us, 

    The Father’s living Word. Refrain 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 



  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and 

strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He 

bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our 

prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 

lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 

Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS                               “HAVE NO FEAR, LITTLE FLOCK” LSB 735 

1 Have no fear, little flock; 

Have no fear, little flock, 

    For the Father has chosen 

    To give you the Kingdom; 

Have no fear, little flock! 

 

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 

Have good cheer, little flock, 

    For the Father will keep you 

    In His love forever; 

Have good cheer, little flock! 

 

3 Praise the Lord high above; 

Praise the Lord high above, 

    For He stoops down to heal you, 

    Uplift and restore you; 

Praise the Lord high above! 

 

4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 

Thankful hearts raise to God, 

    For He stays close beside you, 

    In all things works with you; 

Thankful hearts raise to God! 
Text (st. 1): Heinz Werner Zimmermann, 1930–2022; (sts. 2–4): Marjorie A. Jillson, 1931–2010 

Text: © 1973 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

                                                                          “I AM JESUS’ LITTLE LAMB” LSB 740 

1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 

Ever glad at heart I am; 



For my Shepherd gently guides me, 

Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev’ry day the same, 

Even calls me by my name. 

 

2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go 

Where the quiet waters flow. 

 

3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, 

By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, 

There within His arms to rest. 
Text: Henrietta L. von Hayn, 1724–82; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Text: Public domain 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 

 

THANK THE LORD LSB 164 

C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CLOSING HYMN                                “WITH HIGH DELIGHT LET US UNITE” LSB 483 

1     With high delight 

    Let us unite 



In songs of great jubilation. 

    Ye pure in heart, 

    All bear your part, 

Sing Jesus Christ, our salvation. 

    To set us free 

    Forever, He 

    Is ris’n and sends 

    To all earth’s ends 

Good news to save ev’ry nation. 

 

2     True God, He first 

    From death has burst 

Forth into life, all subduing. 

    His enemy 

    Doth vanquished lie; 

His death has been death’s undoing. 

    “And yours shall be 

    Like victory 

    O’er death and grave,” 

    Saith He, who gave 

His life for us, life renewing. 

 

3     Let praises ring; 

    Give thanks, and bring 

To Christ our Lord adoration. 

    His honor speed 

    By word and deed 

To ev’ry land, ev’ry nation. 

    So shall His love 

    Give us above, 

    From misery 

    And death set free, 

All joy and full consolation. 
Text: Georg Vetter, 1536–99; tr. Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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