WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING HYMN
“ARISE, O CHRISTIAN PEOPLE” LSB 354
1 Arise, O Christian people!
Prepare yourselves today;
Prepare to greet the Savior,
Who takes your sins away.
To us by grace alone
The truth and light were given;
The promised Lord from heaven
To all the world is shown.

2 Prepare the way before Him;

Prepare for Him the best.

Cast out what would offend Him,
This great, this heav’nly guest.

Make straight, make plain the way:
The lowly valleys raising,
The heights of pride abasing,

His path all even lay.

3 The humble heart and lowly
God raises up on high;
Beneath His feet in terror
The haughty soul shall lie.
The heart sincere and right,
That heeds God’s invitation
And makes true preparation—
It is the Lord’s delight.

4 Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus;
Turn not from me aside,
And help me to receive You
This blessed Adventtide.
From stall and manger low
Come now to dwell within me;



I’ll sing Your praises gladly

And forth Your glory show.
Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 180674, alt.
Text: Public domain

P} In the name of the Father and of the I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

[P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

[P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the ~I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

KYRIE LSB 152
P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
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for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us

pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P)

(P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

!Comfort, comfort My people, says your God.
?Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins.
3A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

“Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
>And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

Isaiah 40:1-11



®A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
"The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

9Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
19Behold, the Lord Gob comes with might,
and His arm rules for Him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
1He will tend his flock like a shepherd:;
He will gather the lambs in His arms;
He will carry them in His bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 4:1-5
This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the
mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
trustworthy. *But with me it is a very small thing that | should be judged by you or
by any human court. In fact, | do not even judge myself. #l am not aware of
anything against myself, but I am not thereby acquitted. It is the Lord who judges
me. °Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes,
who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the
purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.



P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-10
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples %and said to Him, “Are you the One who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” *And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: >the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. 6And
blessed is the one who is not offended by Me.”

"As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then
did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft
clothing are in kings’ houses. *What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, |
tell you, and more than a prophet. 1°This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.””

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

SERMON HYMN
“HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING” LSB 345
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!
“Christ is near,” we hear it say.

“Cast away the works of darkness,
All you children of the day!”

2 Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
One and all, to be forgiv’n;

4 So, when next He comes in glory
And the world is wrapped in fear,
He will shield us with His mercy
And with words of love draw near.

A5 Honor, glory, might, dominion
To the Father and the Son



With the ever-living Spirit
While eternal ages run!

Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 181478, alt.
Text: Public domain

SERMON
OFFERING

OFFERING HYMN
“COME, THOU LONG-EXPECTED JESUS” LSB 338
1 Come, Thou long-expected Jesus,
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us;
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation,
Joy of ev’ry longing heart.

2 Born Thy people to deliver;
Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.
Text: Public domain

OFFERTORY LSB 159

What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
| will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the
Lord.
| will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people,
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

PREFACE LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P} Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully
to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O



Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P)

(P)
(P)

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and

passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom



and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
[P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
“ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY” LSB 344
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin;
Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord,
Our refuge and our great reward,;
Without Thy grace we waste away
Like flow’rs that wither and decay.

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.

A5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,



Whom with the Father we adore

And Holy Spirit evermore.
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Text: Public domain

“WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED” LSB 346

When all the world was cursed

By Moses’ condemnation,
Saint John the Baptist came

With words of consolation.
With true forerunner’s zeal

The greater One he named,
And Him, as yet unknown,

As Savior he proclaimed.

Before he yet was born,

He leaped in joyful meeting,
Confessing Him as Lord

Whose mother he was greeting.
By Jordan’s rolling stream,

A new Elijah bold,
He testified of Him

Of whom the prophets told:

Behold the Lamb of God

That bears the world’s transgression,
Whose sacrifice removes

The devil’s dread oppression.
Behold the Lamb of God,

Who takes away our sin,
Who for our peace and joy

Will full atonement win.

O grant, dear Lord of love,
That we receive, rejoicing,
The word proclaimed by John,

Our true repentance voicing,
That gladly we may walk
Upon our Savior’s way



Until we live with Him
In His eternal day.
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-
1965, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005819

[P) The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart ~I in peace.
Amen.

THANK THE LORD LSB 164
Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name.

He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P} Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION LSB 166
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I give you peace.
Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
“COMFORT, COMFORT YE MY PEOPLE” LSB 347
1 “Comfort, comfort ye My people,
Speak ye peace,” thus saith our God;
“Comfort those who sit in darkness,
Mourning 'neath their sorrows’ load.



Speak ye to Jerusalem

Of the peace that waits for them;
Tell her that her sins | cover
And her warfare now is over.”

2 Yea, her sins our God will pardon,

Blotting out each dark misdeed;

All that well deserved His anger
He no more will see or heed.

She hath suffered many_a day,

Now her griefs have passed away;
God will change her pining sadness
Into ever-springing gladness.

3 Hark, the herald’s voice is crying

In the desert far and near,

Calling sinners to repentance,
Since the Kingdom now is here.

O that warning cry obey!

Now prepare for God a way;
Let the valleys rise to meet Him
And the hills bow down to greet Him.

4 Make ye straight what long was crooked;

Make the rougher places plain.

Let your hearts be true and humble,
As befits His holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord

Now o’er earth is shed abroad,
And all flesh shall see the token
That His Word is never broken.
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.
Text: Public domain

DISMISSAL
P} Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor!
Thanks be to God!
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