
                 “Impossible Expectations”             

           Sunday, February 5, 2023, 9:00 AM  

  Fifth Sunday of Epiphany 

               

  

 
 

PRE-SERVICE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING HYMN             “FROM GOD THE FATHER, VIRGIN-BORN”                             LSB 401 

1 From God the Father, virgin-born 

To us the only Son came down; 

By death the font to consecrate, 

The faithful to regenerate. 

 

2 Beginning from His home on high, 

In human flesh He came to die; 

Creation by His death restored, 

And shed new joys of life abroad. 

 

3 Glide on, O glorious Sun, and bring 

The gift of healing on Your wing; 

To ev’ry dull and clouded sense 

The clearness of Your light dispense. 

 

4 Abide with us, O Lord, we pray; 

The gloom of darkness chase away; 

Your work of healing, Lord, begin, 

And take away the stain of sin. 

 

5 Lord, once You came to earth’s domain 

And, we believe, shall come again; 

Be with us on the battlefield, 

From ev’ry harm Your people shield. 

 

D 6 To You, O Lord, all glory be 

For this Your blest epiphany; 

To God, whom all His hosts adore, 

And Holy Spirit evermore. 
Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING COLLECT  

C Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.       

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the hope of Your 

heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:3–9a 

3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 

 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ 

Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, 

 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to hit with a wicked fist. 

Fasting like yours this day 

 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day for a person to humble himself? 

Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 

 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 

Will you call this a fast, 

 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 

 to undo the straps of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover him, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 

your righteousness shall go before you; 

 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 



 

 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 2:1–12 

 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty 

speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3And I 

was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 4and my speech and my message were not in 

plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the 

wisdom of men but in the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this 

age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed 

before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had, they would not 

have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

 nor the heart of man imagined, 

what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of 

God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 

comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, 

but the Spirit who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN                                         “THY STRONG WORD”                                                            LSB 578 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

    At Thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank Thee, 

    While Thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

    Dark as night and deep as death, 

Broke the light of Thy salvation, 

    Breathed Thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

    Bright with Thine own holiness, 

Glorious now, we press toward glory, 

    And our lives our hopes confess. 



 

 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

4 From the cross Thy wisdom shining 

    Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 

From the cross forever beameth 

    All Thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Praise to Thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    Alleluia without end! 

 

5 Give us lips to sing Thy glory, 

    Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 

Throats that shout the hope that fills us, 

    Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

    May the light which Thou dost send 

Fill our songs with alleluias, 

    Alleluias without end! 

 

D 6 God the Father, light-creator, 

    To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

    Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

    Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

    Praise the holy Trinity! 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 

Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:13–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It 

is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people light a lamp and put it 

under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 

fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the 

Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches 

others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them 

will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



 

 

THE SERMON "IMPOSSIBLE EXPECTATIONS" 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P    God of love and mercy, 

C    Hear our Prayer. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P When you call to Me, I will answer you, says the Lord. 

C I will be with you in trouble; I will rescue you and honor you. 

  

P With long life the Lord will satisfy you 

C and show you His salvation. 

  

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 



 

 

  

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 

bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

  

P May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C And also with you. 

 

HYMN                                 “ JESUS, THY BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS” LSB 563 

  sts. 1–2, 6 

1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day, 

Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay; 

Fully absolved through these I am 

From sin and fear, from guilt and shame. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 

Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 

For me, and all Thy hands have made, 

An everlasting ransom paid. 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 



 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P Holy and gracious Father: In Your infinite love You made us for Yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, You, in Your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, Your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to You, the God and Father of 

all.  

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to Your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night on which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat: This is My Body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of Me." 

In the same way also after supper, He took the cup; and when He had given thanks, He blessed it and gave 

it to His disciples and said, "Take, drink of this all of you: This cup is the New Testament in My Blood, 

which is shed for You and for many for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me." 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 

P The Word was made flesh.  

C And we have seen His glory, full of grace and truth.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

INVITATION 

P Welcome to the Lord's Table. Receive the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

 

                                 “IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY”                                                           LSB 427 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 

 



 

 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

    Adds more luster to the day. 

 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

    Joys that through all time abide. 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 

Text: Public domain 

 

                              “MAY WE THY PRECEPTS, LORD, FULFILL”                                                 LSB 698 

1 May we Thy precepts, Lord, fulfill 

And do on earth our Father’s will 

    As angels do above; 

Still walk in Christ, the living way, 

With all Thy children and obey 

    The law of Christian love. 

 

2 So may we join Thy name to bless, 

Thy grace adore, Thy pow’r confess, 

    From sin and strife to flee. 

One is our calling, one our name, 

The end of all our hopes the same, 

    A crown of life with Thee. 

 

3 Spirit of life, of love and peace, 

Unite our hearts, our joy increase, 

    Thy gracious help supply. 

To each of us the blessing give 

In Christian fellowship to live, 

    In joyful hope to die. 
Text: Edward Osler, 1798–1863, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Eternal God, Heavenly Father, You have graciously accepted us as living members of Your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and You have fed us with the spiritual food in the Sacrament of His Body and Blood. Send us 

now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve You with gladness and 

unity of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen.  

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 



 

 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN                         “YOU ARE THE WAY; THROUGH YOU ALONE”              LSB 526 

1 You are the way; through You alone 

    Can we the Father find; 

In You, O Christ, has God revealed 

    His heart and will and mind. 

 

2 You are the truth; Your Word alone 

    True wisdom can impart; 

You only can inform the mind 

    And purify the heart. 

 

3 You are the life; the empty tomb 

    Proclaims Your conqu’ring arm, 

And those who put their trust in You 

    Not death nor hell shall harm. 

 

4 You are the way, the truth, the life; 

    Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win 

    Whose joys eternal flow. 
Text: George W. Doane, 1799–1859, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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