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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING HYMN                “I WANT TO WALK AS A CHILD OF THE LIGHT” LSB 411 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 

Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

OPENING COLLECT  

C Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 

C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 



 

 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

  

3 For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your 

majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:1–4 

  There will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of 

Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 

the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 

You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

P    This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 

 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 

 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been reported 

to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. What I mean is that each one of you 

says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was 

Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you 

except Crispus and Gaius, so that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the 

household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send 

me to baptize but to preach the gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be 

emptied of its power. 

 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

HYMN                              “COME, FOLLOW ME, THE SAVIOR SPAKE” LSB 688 

1 “Come, follow Me,” the Savior spake, 

    “All in My way abiding; 

Deny yourselves, the world forsake, 

    Obey My call and guiding. 

O bear the cross, whate’er betide, 

Take My example for your guide. 

 

2 “I am the light, I light the way, 

    A godly life displaying; 

I bid you walk as in the day; 

    I keep your feet from straying. 

I am the way, and well I show 

How you must sojourn here below. 

 

3 “My heart abounds in lowliness, 

    My soul with love is glowing; 

And gracious words My lips express, 

    With meekness overflowing. 

My heart, My mind, My strength, My all, 

To God I yield, on Him I call. 

 

4 “I teach you how to shun and flee 

    What harms your soul’s salvation, 

Your heart from ev’ry guile to free, 

    From sin and its temptation. 

I am the refuge of the soul 

And lead you to your heav’nly goal.” 

 

5 Then let us follow Christ, our Lord, 

    And take the cross appointed 

And, firmly clinging to His Word, 

    In suff’ring be undaunted. 

For those who bear the battle’s strain 

The crown of heav’nly life obtain. 
Text: tr. Charles W. Schaeffer, 1813–96; (sts. 1–3, 5): Johann Scheffler, 1624–77; (st. 4): Geistliche Lieder und Lobgesänge, 1695 

Text: Public domain 

 



 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 4:12–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. And leaving Nazareth he went and 

lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what was spoken by the prophet 

Isaiah might be fulfilled: 

“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

 the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 

the people dwelling in darkness 

 have seen a great light, 

and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of death, 

 on them a light has dawned.” 

From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his 

brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 

you fishers of men.” Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two 

other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending 

their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him. 

 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom 

and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and 

they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, 

epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, 

and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

THE SERMON                   "WHO DO YOU FOLLOW?"  

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 



 

 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

P    God of love and mercy, 

C    Hear our Prayer. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P When you call to Me, I will answer you, says the Lord. 

C I will be with you in trouble; I will rescue you and honor you. 

  

P With long life the Lord will satisfy you 

C and show you His salvation. 

  

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 

  

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 

bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 

  

P May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C And also with you. 

 

 



 

 

HYMN                                  “THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD” LSB 749 

ref There is a balm in Gilead 

    To make the wounded whole; 

There is a balm in Gilead 

    To heal the sin-sick soul. 

 

1 Sometimes I feel discouraged 

    And think my work’s in vain, 

But then the Holy Spirit 

    Revives my soul again. Refrain 

 

2 If you cannot preach like Peter, 

    If you cannot pray like Paul, 

You can tell the love of Jesus 

    And say He died for all. Refrain 

 

3 Don’t ever feel discouraged, 

    For Jesus is your friend; 

And if you lack for knowledge, 

    He’ll ne’er refuse to lend. Refrain 
Text: African American spiritual 

Text: Public domain 

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 

Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 

Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P Holy and gracious Father: In Your infinite love You made us for Yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, You, in Your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, Your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to You, the God and Father of 

all.  

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to Your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night on which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat: This is My Body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of Me." 



 

 

In the same way also after supper, He took the cup; and when He had given thanks, He blessed it and gave 

it to His disciples and said, "Take, drink of this all of you: This cup is the New Testament in My Blood, 

which is shed for You and for many for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me." 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  

P Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 

  

P We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this our act of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts of bread and wine. 

Sanctify them by Your Holy Spirit to be for Your people the Body and Blood of Your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in Him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve You in unity, steadfastness, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all Your 

saints into the joy of Your eternal kingdom. 

 

THE GREAT AMEN  

P All this we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ: By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  

C Amen.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

INVITATION 

P Welcome to the Lord's Table. Receive the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 

  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

                                               “O CHRIST, WHO CALLED THE TWELVE” LSB 856 

1 O Christ, who called the Twelve 

    To rise and follow You, 

Forsaking old, familiar ways 

    For ventures bold and new: 

Grant us to hear Your call 

    To risk security 

And, bound in heart and will to You, 

    Find perfect liberty. 

 



 

 

2 O Christ, who taught the Twelve 

    The truth for ages sealed, 

Whose words and works awakened faith, 

    The ways of God revealed: 

Instruct us now, we pray, 

    By Your empow’ring Word. 

True teacher, be for all who seek 

    Their light, their life, their Lord. 

 

3 O Christ, who led the Twelve 

    Among the desolate 

And broke as bread of life for all 

    Your love compassionate: 

Lead us along the ways 

    Where hope has nearly died 

And help us climb the lonely hills 

    Where love is crucified. 

 

4 O Christ, who sent the Twelve 

    On roads they’d never trod 

To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim 

    The nearer reign of God: 

Send us on ways where faith 

    Transcends timidity, 

Where love informs and hope sustains 

    Both life and ministry. 

 

5 O Christ, the_apostles’ Lord, 

    The martyrs’ strength and song, 

The crucified and risen King 

    To whom the saints belong: 

Though generations pass, 

    Our tribute still we bring, 

Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, 

    Our lives an offering. 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 

Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

                                               “SENT FORTH BY GOD’S BLESSING” LSB 643 

1 Sent forth by God’s blessing, 

    Our true faith confessing, 

The people of God from His dwelling take leave. 

    The Supper is ended. 

    O now be extended 

The fruits of this service in all who believe. 

    The seed of His teaching, 

    Receptive souls reaching, 

Shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

    His grace did invite us, 

    His love shall unite us 

To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call. 

 



 

 

2 With praise and thanksgiving 

    To God ever-living, 

The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face. 

    Our faith ever sharing, 

    In love ever caring, 

Embracing His children of each tribe and race. 

    With Your feast You feed us, 

    With Your light now lead us; 

Unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living 

    With praise and thanksgiving 

Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
Text: Omer E. Westendorf, 1916–97, alt. 

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Eternal God, Heavenly Father, You have graciously accepted us as living members of Your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and You have fed us with the spiritual food in the Sacrament of His Body and Blood. Send us 

now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve You with gladness and 

unity of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen.  

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

BENEDICAMUS  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:                               “RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE” LSB 825 

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered 

Our human story; God in Him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, 

With grace unbounded. 

 

2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling; 

He brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, 

Now are forgiven. 

 

3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling, 

Your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

To all the world go out and tell the story 

Of Jesus’ glory. 

 



 

 

4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us. 

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us. 

Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation 

His new creation. 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, 1939, alt. 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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