
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING HYMN               “LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING”  LSB 700 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 
    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 
    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation, 
    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 
2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 
Let us all in Thee inherit; 
    Let us find Thy promised rest. 
Take away the love of sinning; 
    Alpha and Omega be; 
End of faith, as its beginning, 
    Set our hearts at liberty. 

 
3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

    Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return, and never, 
    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 
Thee we would be always blessing, 
    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 
    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 
4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

    Pure and spotless let us be; 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
    Perfectly restored in Thee, 
Changed from glory into glory, 
    Till in heav’n we take our place, 
Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Text: Public domain 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 



confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 

Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
KYRIE LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 



O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your final 
judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6–8 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 
 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 
“I am the first and I am the last; 
 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 
 Let him declare and set it before me, 
since I appointed an ancient people. 
 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 
 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
 And you are my witnesses! 
Is there a God besides me? 
 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Romans 8:18–27 
 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the 
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For 
we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only 
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
ALLELUIA AND VERSE 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 
 
C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 



HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 
sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the 
servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 
How then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then 
do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat 
along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the 
weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 
 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the 
parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The 
field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will 
send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them 
into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine 
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
SERMON HYMN                        “HEAR US, FATHER, WHEN WE PRAY”  LSB 773 
1 Hear us, Father, when we pray, 

    Through Your Son and in Your Spirit. 
By Your Spirit’s Word convey 
    All that we through Christ inherit, 
That as baptized heirs we may 
Truly pray. 

 
2 When we know not what to say 

    And our wounded souls are pleading, 
May Your Spirit, night and day, 
    Groan within us interceding; 
By His sighs, too deep for words, 
We are heard. 

 
3 Jesus, advocate on high, 

    Sacrificed on Calv’ry’s altar, 
Through Your priestly blood we cry: 
    Hear our prayers, though they may falter; 
Place them on Your Father’s throne 
As Your own. 

 
4 By Your Spirit now attend 

    To our prayers and supplications, 
As like incense they ascend 
    To Your heav’nly habitations. 
May their fragrance waft above, 
God of love. 

Text: Chad L. Bird, 1970 
Text: © Chad L. Bird. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 
SERMON 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
POST SERMON HYMN        “ LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL”  LSB 955 
1 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

And fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 
That we may be fed with the bread of life. 
Gather the hopes and the dreams of all; 
Unite them with the prayers we offer now. 
Grace our table with Your presence, and give us 
A foretaste of the feast to come. 

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 



PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in 
Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and 
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed…. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 
PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 
    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  
2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 
    You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 
    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 
                                                   “THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE”  LSB 798 
1 The God of Abr’ham praise, 

    Who reigns enthroned above; 



Ancient of everlasting days 
    And God of love. 
Jehovah, great I AM! 
    By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name 
    Forever blest. 

 
2 The God of Abr’ham praise, 

    At whose supreme command 
From earth I rise and seek the joys 
    At His right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, 
    Its wisdom, fame, and pow’r, 
And Him my only portion make, 
    My shield and tow’r. 

 
3 The God of Abr’ham praise, 

    Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days 
    In all my ways. 
He deigns to call me friend; 
    He calls Himself my God. 
And He shall save me to the end 
    Through Jesus’ blood. 

 
4 He by Himself has sworn; 

    I on His oath depend. 
I shall, on eagle wings upborne, 
    To heav’n ascend. 
I shall behold His face; 
    I shall His pow’r adore 
And sing the wonders of His grace 
    Forevermore. 

 
5 Though nature’s strength decay, 

    And earth and hell withstand, 
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way 
    At His command. 
The wat’ry deep I pass, 
    With Jesus in my view, 
And through the howling wilderness 
    My way pursue. 

 
6 The goodly land I see, 

    With peace and plenty blest: 
A land of sacred liberty 
    And endless rest. 
There milk and honey flow, 
    And oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life forever grow 
    With mercy crowned. 

 



7 There dwells the Lord our king, 
    The Lord our righteousness, 
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, 
    The Prince of Peace. 
On Zion’s sacred height 
    His kingdom He maintains 
And glorious with His saints in light 
    Forever reigns. 

 
8 The God who reigns on high 

    The great archangels sing, 
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, 
    “Almighty King! 
Who was and is the same 
    And evermore shall be: 
Jehovah, Father, great I AM! 
    We worship Thee!” 

 
D 9 The whole triumphant host 

    Give thanks to God on high. 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 
    They ever cry. 
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! 
    I join the heav’nly lays: 
All might and majesty are Thine 
    And endless praise! 

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725–99, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
                                            “THE LORD, MY GOD, BE PRAISED”  LSB 794 
1 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My light, my life from heaven; 
My maker, who to me 
    Has soul and body given; 
My Father, who will shield 
    And keep me day by day 
And make each moment yield 
    New blessings on my way. 

 
2 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My trust, my life from heaven, 
The Father’s own dear Son, 
    Whose life for me was given, 
Who for my sin atoned 
    With His most precious blood 
And gives to me by faith 
    The highest heav’nly good. 

 
3 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My hope, my life from heaven, 
The Spirit, whom the Son 
    In love to me has given. 
His grace revives my heart 



    And gives my spirit pow’r, 
Help, comfort, and support 
    In sorrow’s gloomy hour. 

 
D 4 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My God, the ever-living, 
To whom the heav’nly host 
    Their laud and praise are giving. 
The Lord, my God, be praised, 
    In whose great name I boast, 
God Father, God the Son, 
    And God the Holy Ghost. 

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 211 
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant  

    Depart in heav’nly peace, 
    For I have seen the glory 
    Of Your redeeming grace: 
    A light to lead the Gentiles 
    Unto Your holy hill, 
    The glory of Your people, 
    Your chosen Israel. 
  
2 All glory to the Father, 
    All glory to the Son, 
    All glory to the Spirit, 
    Forever Three in One; 
    For as in the beginning, 
    Is now, shall ever be, 
    God’s triune name resounding 
    Through all eternity. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



SERMON HYMN               “COME, YE THANKFUL PEOPLE, COME”  LSB 892 
1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

Raise the song of harvest home. 
All be safely gathered in 
Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our maker, doth provide 
For our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God’s own temple, come; 
Raise the song of harvest home. 

 
2 All the world is God’s own field, 

Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, 
Unto joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade and then the ear, 
Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we 
Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 
3 For the Lord, our God, shall come 

And shall take His harvest home, 
From His field shall in that day 
All offenses purge away, 
Give His angels charge at last 
In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store 
In His garner evermore. 

 
4 Even so, Lord, quickly come 

To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, 
Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, 
In Thy garner to abide: 
Come with all Thine angels, come, 
Raise the glorious harvest home. 

Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 
C Thanks be to God! 
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