
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN             “OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY”  LSB 901 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty; 

    Zion, let me enter there, 

Where my soul in joyful duty 

    Waits for Him who answers prayer. 

Oh, how blessèd is this place, 

Filled with solace, light, and grace! 

 

2 Gracious God, I come before Thee; 

    Come Thou also unto me. 

Where we find Thee and adore Thee, 

    There a heav’n on earth must be. 

To my heart, O enter Thou; 

Let it be Thy temple now! 

 

3 Here Thy praise is gladly chanted; 

    Here Thy seed is duly sown. 

Let my soul, where it is planted, 

    Bring forth precious sheaves alone, 

So that all I hear may be 

Fruitful unto life in me. 

 

4 Thou my faith increase and quicken; 

    Let me keep Thy gift divine, 

Howsoe’er temptations thicken; 

    May Thy Word still o’er me shine 

As my guiding star through life, 

As my comfort in all strife. 

 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee; 

    Let Thy will be done indeed. 

May I undisturbed draw near Thee 

    While Thou dost Thy people feed. 

Here of life the fountain flows; 

Here is balm for all our woes. 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 



C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

KYRIE LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 187 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may 

so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 



but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 8:12–17 

 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according 

to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who 

are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 

but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit himself 

bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2And great crowds gathered about him, so 

that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds 

came and devoured them. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 

immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the sun rose they were scorched. And 

since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who 

has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown 

along the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution 

arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 

who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves 

unfruitful. 23As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He 

indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 



C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN                “ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST”  LSB 577 

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast 

    Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend 

    And righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

    This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart 

    To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares 

    The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold 

    The fruits of peace and joy. 



 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

    Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive 

    Its saving pow’r may know. 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERTORY LSB 192 

C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P       God of love and mercy, 

C       Hear our prayer.  

 

PREFACE LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up unto the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

C It is meet and right so to do. 

 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 

and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 195 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 196 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed…This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 



AGNUS DEI LSB 198 

C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

                                                     “HARK, THE VOICE OF JESUS CALLING”  LSB 827 

1 Hark, the voice of Jesus calling, 

    “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting— 

    Who will bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth; 

    Rich reward He offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying, 

    “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 

2 Some take up His task in morning, 

    To their Lord responding soon; 

Some are called in heat of midday, 

    Others late in afternoon; 

Even as the sun is setting, 

    Some are sent into the fields, 

There to gather in the bounty 

    That God’s Word so richly yields. 

 

3 For as rain and snow from heaven 

    Water seeds in dusty soil, 

Causing them to bud and flower, 

    Giving bread to those who toil; 

So the Lord sends forth His promise, 

    Words of life and joy and peace— 

Never void to Him returning, 

    Bearing fruit with great increase. 

 

4 Hearken to the Lord whose coming 

    Marks the time when grace shall end, 

When with His angelic reapers 

    He in glory shall descend. 

Soon the night, the final harvest; 

    Soon the time for work shall cease. 

Then the souls His grace has garnered 

    Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 
Text (st. 1): Daniel March, 1816–1909, alt.; (sts. 2–4): Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Text (st. 1): Public domain 

Text (sts. 2–4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

                                                            “GOD’S OWN CHILD, I GLADLY SAY IT”  LSB 594 

1 God’s own child, I gladly say it: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

He, because I could not pay it, 

    Gave my full redemption price. 

Do I need earth’s treasures many? 

I have one worth more than any 



    That brought me salvation free 

    Lasting to eternity! 

 

2 Sin, disturb my soul no longer: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

I have comfort even stronger: 

    Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 

Should a guilty conscience seize me 

Since my Baptism did release me 

    In a dear forgiving flood, 

    Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood? 

 

3 Satan, hear this proclamation: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

Drop your ugly accusation, 

    I am not so soon enticed. 

Now that to the font I’ve traveled, 

All your might has come unraveled, 

    And, against your tyranny, 

    God, my Lord, unites with me! 

 

4 Death, you cannot end my gladness: 

    I am baptized into Christ! 

When I die, I leave all sadness 

    To inherit paradise! 

Though I lie in dust and ashes 

Faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 

    Baptism has the strength divine 

    To make life immortal mine. 

 

5 There is nothing worth comparing 

    To this lifelong comfort sure! 

Open-eyed my grave is staring: 

    Even there I’ll sleep secure. 

Though my flesh awaits its raising, 

Still my soul continues praising: 

    I am baptized into Christ; 

    I’m a child of paradise! 
Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, 1957 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 199 

C Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace according to Thy word, 

for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING LSB 200 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

P Let us pray. 



We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 202 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                              “ALMIGHTY FATHER, BLESS THE WORD”  LSB 923 

1 Almighty Father, bless the Word 

Which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, 

Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

 

2 We praise You for the means of grace 

As homeward now our steps we trace. 

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 

May all at last in heav’n appear. 

 

D 3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Text (sts. 1–2): Church Poetry, 1823, Philadelphia, alt.; (st. 3): Thomas Ken, 1637–1711 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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