
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                   “LET ME BE THINE FOREVER”  LSB 689 

1 Let me be Thine forever, 

    My faithful God and Lord; 

Let me forsake Thee never 

    Nor wander from Thy Word. 

Lord, do not let me waver, 

    But give me steadfastness, 

And for such grace forever 

    Thy holy name I’ll bless. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, my salvation, 

    My light, my life divine, 

My only consolation, 

    O make me wholly Thine! 

For Thou hast dearly bought me 

    With blood and bitter pain. 

Let me, since Thou hast sought me, 

    Eternal life obtain. 

 

3 And Thou, O Holy Spirit, 

    My comforter and guide, 

Grant that in Jesus’ merit 

    I always may confide, 

Him to the end confessing 

    Whom I have known by faith. 

Give me Thy constant blessing 

    And grant a Christian death. 
Text: tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.; (st. 1): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92; (sts. 2–3): Gesang-Büchlein, 1688, Rudolstadt 

Text: Public domain 



KYRIE LSB 152 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us 

pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, You sent Your Son, Jesus Christ, to seek and to save the lost. Graciously 

open our ears and our hearts to hear His call and to follow Him by faith that we may feast with Him 

forever in His kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Hosea 5:15—6:6 

15I will return again to my place, 

 until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face, 

 and in their distress earnestly seek me. 

1“Come, let us return to the LORD; 

 for he has torn us, that he may heal us; 

 he has struck us down, and he will bind us up. 
2After two days he will revive us; 

 on the third day he will raise us up, 

 that we may live before him. 
3Let us know; let us press on to know the LORD; 

 his going out is sure as the dawn; 

he will come to us as the showers, 

 as the spring rains that water the earth.” 



4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 

 What shall I do with you, O Judah? 

Your love is like a morning cloud, 

 like the dew that goes early away. 
5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets; 

 I have slain them by the words of my mouth, 

 and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

 the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE Romans 4:13–25 

 13The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law 

but through the righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 

and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 

offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 

father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in 

whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18In hope he 

believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, “So shall your 

offspring be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since 

he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 

him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21fully 

convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22That is why his faith was “counted to him as 

righteousness.” 23But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. 

It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25who was delivered up 

for our trespasses and raised for our justification. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 9:9–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, 

“Follow me.” And he rose and followed him. 

 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining 

with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your 

teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have no need 

of a physician, but those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I 

came not to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

SERMON HYMN           “BY GRACE I’M SAVED”  LSB 566 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 

    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 

Why stagger at this word of promise? 

    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 

No! Then this word must true remain: 

By grace you too will life obtain. 

 

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 

    Our works and conduct have no worth. 

God in His love sent our Redeemer, 

    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 



His death did for our sins atone, 

And we are saved by grace alone. 

 

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 

    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 

Was it because of your own merit 

    That Jesus died your soul to win? 

No, it was grace, and grace alone, 

That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 

 

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 

    As long as God is true, it stands. 

What saints have penned by inspiration, 

    What in His Word our God commands, 

Our faith in what our God has done 

Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 

 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 

    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 

By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 

    The Father’s heart is open wide. 

Where could I help and strength secure 

If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 

    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 

For though I know my heart’s condition, 

    I also know my Savior’s voice. 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 

Since I am saved by grace alone. 
Text: Christian Ludwig Scheidt, 1709–61; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON                               "DESIRING LOVE AND MERCY" 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P       God of love and mercy, 

C       Hear our prayer.  

 

OFFERTORY LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 

I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His people, 

in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. 

 

PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 



P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 

and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth…O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed…As often as we eat this bread and drink this 

cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You 

lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 

Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 

remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

 

                                     “SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME”  LSB 555 

1 Salvation unto us has come 

    By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

    They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 



Who did for all the world atone; 

    He is our one Redeemer. 

 

2 What God did in His Law demand 

    And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 

    For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires 

The spirit of the Law requires, 

    And lost is our condition. 

 

3 It was a false, misleading dream 

    That God His Law had given 

That sinners could themselves redeem 

    And by their works gain heaven. 

The Law is but a mirror bright 

To bring the inbred sin to light 

    That lurks within our nature. 

 

4 From sin our flesh could not abstain, 

    Sin held its sway unceasing; 

The task was useless and in vain, 

    Our guilt was e’er increasing. 

None can remove sin’s poisoned dart 

Or purify our guileful heart— 

    So deep is our corruption. 

 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 

 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

    For You have paid my ransom. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 

 



8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 

    And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in 

    The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 

The Law no peace can ever give, 

    No comfort and no blessing. 

 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 

    And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, 

    With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; 

Works serve our neighbor and supply 

    The proof that faith is living. 

 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 

    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 

The God who saved us by His grace; 

    All glory to His merit. 

O triune God in heav’n above, 

You have revealed Your saving love; 

    Your blessèd name we hallow. 
Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 165 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 

A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN                “JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE”  LSB 803 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 

    God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 



    Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

    Drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

    Fill us with the light of day. 

 

2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 

    Earth and heav’n reflect Thy rays, 

Stars and angels sing around Thee, 

    Center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, 

    Flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain 

    Call us to rejoice in Thee. 

 

D 3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

    Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 

    Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

    Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 

    Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
Text: Henry Van Dyke, 1852–1933, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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