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           Worship Service 

 

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN                          “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” LSB 812 

1 Come, let us join our cheerful songs 

    With angels round the throne; 

Ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 

    But all their joys are one. 

 

2 “Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, 

    “To be exalted thus!” 

“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, 

    “For He was slain for us!” 

 

3 Jesus is worthy to receive 

    Honor and pow’r divine; 

And blessings more than we can give 

    Be, Lord, forever Thine. 

 

4 Let all creation join in one 

    To bless the sacred name 

Of Him who sits upon the throne 

    And to adore the Lamb. 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 

Text: Public domain 

 

Reading Ephesians 1 

 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, 

 To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 

be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 

Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in 

him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works 

all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the 

praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 

acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 



 

 

 For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, I do 

not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of 

your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 

his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who 

believe, according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 

and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all 

things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him 

who fills all in all. 

 

Reading 1 John 2:28—3:3 
 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not shrink from 

him in shame at his coming. If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices 

righteousness has been born of him. 

 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. 

The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, 

and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we 

shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 
Please stand 

Reading John 1:12–13 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who 

were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

Confession of Sins 

C  Heavenly Father, You have given to us a great inheritance. Because of Jesus, we have been made Your 

children. And yet, we often fail to live as Your children. We choose to do what we want to do. We hurt You and 

others through what we say, what we do, and the thoughts that we think. Help us, dear Father, to return back to 

You. Help us to live as Your children.  

 

Pause for personal confession of sins. 

 

Receiving God's Forgiveness 

Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 



 

 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 

SERMON HYMN                                               “O God of God, O Light of Light” LSB 810 

1 O God of God, O Light of Light, 

    O Prince of Peace and King of kings: 

To you in heaven’s glory bright 

    The song of praise forever rings. 

To Him who sits upon the throne, 

    The Lamb once slain but raised again, 

Be all the glory He has won, 

    All thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 

 

2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, 

    And grand in poets’ wingèd word, 

Slowly in type, from age to age 

    The nations saw their coming Lord; 

Till through the deep Judean night 

    Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!” 

Sung once by firstborn sons of light, 

    It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen. 

 

3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, 

    That death so steeped in hate and scorn— 

These all are past, and now above 

    He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn. 

Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! 

    So sang that host beyond our ken. 

Lift up your heads, your King awaits. 

    We lift them up. Amen, amen. 

 



 

 

4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song, 

    And shout His name, His mercies tell! 

Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, 

    And all on earth, your anthem swell! 

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! 

    Forever let the song ascend! 

Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, 

    All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen. 
Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon                                            "Made for More: Adoption" 

Closing Prayer 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

DEPARTING HYMN                                   “In Thee Is Gladness” LSB 818 

1 In Thee is gladness 

    Amid all sadness, 

Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

    By Thee are given 

    The gifts of heaven, 

Thou the true Redeemer art. 

    Our souls Thou wakest, 

    Our bonds Thou breakest; 

    Who trusts Thee surely 

    Has built securely; 

He stands forever: Alleluia! 

    Our hearts are pining 

    To see Thy shining, 

    Dying or living 

    To Thee are cleaving; 

Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

 

2 Since He is ours, 

    We fear no powers, 

Not of earth nor sin nor death. 

    He sees and blesses 

    In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath. 

    Wherefore the story 

    Tell of His glory 

    With hearts and voices; 

    All heav’n rejoices 

In Him forever: Alleluia! 

    We shout for gladness, 

    Triumph o’er sadness, 

    Love Him and praise Him 



 

 

    And still shall raise Him 

Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 
Text: Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Dismissal 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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