
   March 30, 2022 

                    “Return To Meditative Prayer” 

           Wednesday, March 30, 2022, 6:30pm 

           Worship Service 
 

 

 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

T DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR T 

 

OPENING HYYM                   “ALMIGHTY GOD, YOUR WORD IS CAST”                                 LSB 577 

1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast 

    Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend 

    And righteous fruits abound. 

 

2 Let not the sly satanic foe 

    This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart 

    To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares 

    The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold 

    The fruits of peace and joy. 

 

4 So when the precious seed is sown, 

    Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive 

    Its saving pow’r may know. 
Text: John Cawood, 1775–1852, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 



 

 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

FIRST READING 2 Timothy 3:10–17 
 10You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love, my 

steadfastness, 11my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—

which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me. 12Indeed, all who desire to live a godly 

life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13while evil people and impostors will go on from bad to worse, 

deceiving and being deceived. 14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 

writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed 

out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the 

man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                                  John 15:1–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes 

away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean 

because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by 

itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. 

Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If 

anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 

thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. 
9As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will 

abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11These things I have 

spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  



 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

SERMON HYMN                   “IF THOU BUT TRUST IN GOD TO GUIDE THEE”                      LSB 750 

1 If thou but trust in God to guide thee 

    And hope in Him through all thy ways, 

He’ll give thee strength, whate’er betide thee, 

    And bear thee through the evil days. 

Who trusts in God’s unchanging love 

Builds on the rock that naught can move. 

 

2 What can these anxious cares avail thee, 

    These never-ceasing moans and sighs? 

What can it help if thou bewail thee 

    O’er each dark moment as it flies? 

Our cross and trials do but press 

The heavier for our bitterness. 

 

3 Be patient and await His leisure 

    In cheerful hope, with heart content 

To take whate’er thy Father’s pleasure 

    And His discerning love hath sent, 

Nor doubt our inmost wants are known 

To Him who chose us for His own. 

 



 

 

4 God knows full well when times of gladness 

    Shall be the needful thing for thee. 

When He has tried thy soul with sadness 

    And from all guile has found thee free, 

He comes to thee all unaware 

And makes thee own His loving care. 

 

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial 

    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 

That he whose hopes meet no denial 

    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring 

And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

 

6 All are alike before the Highest; 

    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 

To raise thee up, though low thou liest, 

    To make the rich man poor and low. 

True wonders still by Him are wrought 

Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving, 

    Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving, 

    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need 

The soul that trusted Him indeed. 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.; Georg Neumark, 1621–81 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON                                                        "RETURN TO MEDITATIVE PRAYER" 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 



 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

C 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

                                                          “WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS”                               LSB 770 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 



 

 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–86 

Text: Public domain 

 

                                                      “YOUR TABLE I APPROACH”                                                LSB 628 

1 Your table I approach; 

    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 

Let not an unrepentant heart 

    Prove hurtful to me there. 

 

2 Lord, I confess my sins 

    And mourn their wretched bands; 

A contrite heart is sure to find 

    Forgiveness at Your hands. 

 

3 Your body and Your blood, 

    Once slain and shed for me, 

Are taken at Your table, Lord, 

    In blest reality. 

 

4 Search not how this takes place, 

    This wondrous mystery; 

God can accomplish vastly more 

    Than what we think could be. 

 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

BENEDICAMUS  LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

DEPARTYING HYMN                 “LORD JESUS CHRIST, WITH US ABIDE”                             LSB 585 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 

For round us falls the eventide. 

O let Your Word, that saving light, 

Shine forth undimmed into the night. 

 

2 In these last days of great distress 

Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 

That we keep pure till life is spent 

Your holy Word and Sacrament. 

 

3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 

Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 

To shine Your Word of saving grace 

Into each dark and loveless place. 

 

4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 

The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 

Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 

Bold, unified in act and song. 

 

5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 

That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 

Or with some man-made thoughts or things 

Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 

6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 

Preserve our faith our whole life through— 

Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 

The Church’s glorious confidence. 
Text: tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001, alt.; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (st. 1): German version Geistliche Psalmen, 1611, Nuremberg; (sts. 2–6): Nicolaus Selnecker, 1532–92 

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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