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AS WE GATHER

No parable more fully describes the profound character of God’s mercy than the prodigal son and the waiting
father. We are the rebels who begin to think we deserve our heavenly Father’s kindness and who demand from
Him what is not our right to claim. But instead of disowning us, He meets us with joy, welcomes us with His
forgiveness, restores our tattered righteousness with the robe of Christ’s holiness, and sets His Table before us.
This is what happens every Sunday as the Lord reclaims us from our sins, restores joy to our heavy hearts,
reminds us of His baptismal promise, and feeds our body and soul with the body and blood of His Son. This is
the source of our holy joy and this is the peace that passes all understanding.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

= DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE I+

OPENING HYMN “COME, THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING” LSB 686
1  Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.

2  Here I raise my Ebenezer,

Hither by Thy help I’ve come;

And | hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God;

He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3  Oh, to grace how great a debtor

Daily I’'m constrained to be;

Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:

Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.

Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
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Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I'll sing Thy wondrous grace!
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt.
Text: Public domain

In the name of the Father and of the ~- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the »I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

SERVICE OF THE WORD

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 12:1-6

Ly ou will say in that day:
“I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger turned away,
that you might comfort me.
2Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid,;
for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.”

3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. *And you will say in that day:

“Give thanks to the LORD,
call upon his name,
make known his deeds among the peoples,
proclaim that his name is exalted.
%“Sing praises to the LORD, for he has done gloriously;



let this be made known in all the earth.
®Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHORAL ANTHEM “In All Our Griefs and Fear We Turn To You” arr. Keesecker

EPISTLE 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

8 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. ' Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 8All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; *that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. ?°Therefore, we
are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. 2*For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
HYMN
1 On my heart imprint Your image,
Blessed Jesus, King of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures
Never may Your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be:
Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation,
And my glory and salvation!

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634-1703; tr. Peer O. Stromme, 1856-1921, alt.
Text: Public domain

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

'Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes
grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.”

330 he told them this parable: . . .

“There was a man who had two sons. *?And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share
of property that is coming to me.” And he divided his property between them. *Not many days later, the
younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in
reckless living. Y*And when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be
in need. °So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to
feed pigs. 1®And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.

17«But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more than enough
bread, but I perish here with hunger! 81 will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you. °I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your



hired servants.”” 22And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 2!And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” ??But the father said to his
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 2And
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 2*For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate.

2Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and
dancing. 2And he called one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 2’ And he said to him, ‘Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, because he has received him back safe and
sound.” 28But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, 2°but he answered his
father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave
me a young goat, that | might celebrate with my friends. 3°But when this son of yours came, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!” 3! And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always
with me, and all that is mine is yours. *It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead,
and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

SERMON HYMN “GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE GAVE” LSB 571
1  God loved the world so that He gave

His only Son the lost to save,

That all who would in Him believe

Should everlasting life receive.

2  Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone
Are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

4 Be of good cheer, for God’s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Your Baptism grants the highest good.

5 If you are sick, if death is near,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death;
That is the firmest ground of faith.

A 6  Glory to God the Father, Son,

And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Text: Public domain



SERMON "RADICAL LOVE"

Stand

APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -1~ everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

(P)

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ~I- give you peace.
Amen.

LSB 166



DEPARTING HYMN “WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS” LSB 543
1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
That caused the Lord of bliss
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul!

2 When | was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down,
When | was sinking down, sinking down,
When I was sinking down
Beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul,
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul.

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, 1 will sing;
To God and to the Lamb I will sing;
To God and to the Lamb,
Who is the great | AM,
While millions join the theme, | will sing, 1 will sing,
While millions join the theme, | will sing.

4 And when from death I’'m free, I'll sing on, I’ll sing on;
And when from death I’'m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’'m free,
I’ll sing His love for me,
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on,
And through eternity I’1l sing on.

Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt.
Text: Public domain

DISMISSAL
(P) Goin God's peace; love and serve your neighbor!
Thanks be to God.
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