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WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OPENING HYMN                                      “PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING”                            LSB 789          

  

1 Praise and thanksgiving, 

    Father, we offer 

For all things living, 

    Created good: 

Harvest of sown fields, 

    Fruits of the orchard, 

Hay from the mown fields, 

    Blossom and wood. 

 

2 Bless, Lord, the labor 

    We bring to serve You 

That with our neighbor 

    We may be fed. 

Sowing or tilling, 

    We would work with You, 

Harvesting, milling 

    For daily bread. 

 

3 Father, providing 

    Food for Your children, 

By Your wise guiding 

    Teach us to share 

One with another, 

    So that, rejoicing 

With us, all others 

    May know Your care. 
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84 

Text: © 1987 Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 
Stand 

OPENING VERSICLES 

 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 



 

 

P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 

P Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
  

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Sit 

READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 

 

READING 1 Peter 4:7–11 

P A reading from 1 Peter, the fourth chapter. 

  

 7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of your prayers. 
8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show hospitality to one 

another without grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s 

varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 

strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him 

belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

 MATTHEW 25:14–30 

P A reading from the Gospel of Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

  

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his 

property. 15To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he 

went away. 16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents 

more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18But he who had received the one talent 

went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants 

came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 

talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master 

said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. 

Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 

delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 

faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 
24He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping 

where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your 

talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful 

servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought 

to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with 

interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will 

more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken 

away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 

of teeth.’” 



 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY 

 

P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 
Sit 

SERMON HYMN                     “TAKE MY LIFE AND LET IT BE”                                                 LSB 783  

1 Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my moments and my days, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

2 Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be 

Swift and beautiful for Thee. 

 

3 Take my voice and let me sing 

Always, only for my King; 

Take my lips and let them be 

Filled with messages from Thee. 

 

4 Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold; 

Take my intellect and use 

Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79 

Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON                                                       "RETURN TO GENUINE GIVING" 

 
Stand 

PRAYER 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 



 

 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the 

Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 

prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

EVENING PRAYER 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously 

kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
 

BLESSING 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Sit 

DEPARTING HYMN                      “WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN”                                     LSB 781 

1 We give Thee but Thine own, 

    Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Thine alone, 

    A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 



 

 

 

2 May we Thy bounties thus 

    As stewards true receive 

And gladly, as Thou blessest us, 

    To Thee our firstfruits give! 

 

3 Oh, hearts are bruised and dead, 

    And homes are bare and cold, 

And lambs for whom the Shepherd bled 

    Are straying from the fold. 

 

4 To comfort and to bless, 

    To find a balm for woe, 

To tend the lone and fatherless 

    Is angels’ work below. 

 

5 The captive to release, 

    To God the lost to bring, 

To teach the way of life and peace, 

    It is a Christ-like thing. 

 

6 And we believe Thy Word, 

    Though dim our faith may be: 

Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord, 

    We do it unto Thee. 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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