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AS WE GATHER 

How then shall we live? What a profound question for Christians to consider midway through Lent! The Lord 

has shown His mercy to us, forgiven our sins, and delivered us from death. Then what? What is the focus of our 

lives? The call of the Readings for this Sunday points us to the repentance that bears the good fruit of God’s 

kingdom. Like trees that have failed to produce good fruit, the Lord has tended us with His Word, with the 

warning of the Law and the promise of the Gospel. But if the tree remains unfruitful, the tree will have to be cut 

down. It is a hard word to hear, but God remains merciful, and most of all, He seeks that we bear the good fruits 

of faith and repentance in our daily lives. 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM   “JESUS WALKED THIS LONESOME VALLEY” 

 

T DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR T 

 

OPENING HYMN                       “ALL WHO BELIEVE AND ARE BAPTIZED”                           LSB 601             

1 All who believe and are baptized 

    Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 

Baptized into the death of Christ, 

    They are a new creation. 

Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand 

Among the glorious, heav’nly band 

    Of ev’ry tribe and nation. 

 

2 With one accord, O God, we pray: 

    Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 

Help us in our infirmity 

    Through Jesus’ blood and merit. 

Grant us to grow in grace each day 

That by this sacrament we may 

    Eternal life inherit. 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

T RITE OF HOLY BAPTISM - VAUGHN ERICKSON T 



 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Stand 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 

blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 



 

 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 33:7–20 

 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my 

mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and 

you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his 

blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from 

his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

 10“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions and our 

sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 11Say to them, As I live, declares 

the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; 

turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 12“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him when he 

transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from his wickedness, 

and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. 13Though I say to the righteous that 

he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of his righteous deeds shall be 

remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 14Again, though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall 

surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and right, 15if the wicked restores the pledge, gives 

back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the statutes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he 

shall not die. 16None of the sins that he has committed shall be remembered against him. He has done what is 

just and right; he shall surely live. 

 17“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. 18When the 

righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 19And when the wicked turns from 

his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. 20Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not 

just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.” 

  

P   This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 

 1I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and 

all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the 

same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. 

 6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not be 

idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.” 8We 

must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We 



 

 

must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of 

them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an example, but they 

were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 12Therefore let anyone who 

thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God 

is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide 

the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 

 

Stand 

HYMN                                             “ON MY HEART IMPRINT YOUR IMAGE”                           LSB 422 

1 On my heart imprint Your image, 

    Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

    Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

    And my glory and salvation! 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:1–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 

mingled with their sacrifices. 2And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners 

than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 3No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 

all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do you think that they 

were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will 

all likewise perish.” 

 6And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and 

found none. 7And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig 

tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 8And he answered him, ‘Sir, let it alone 

this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 9Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but 

if not, you can cut it down.’” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

SERMON HYMN                       “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”                                              LSB 809 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 



 

 

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 Text: Public domain 

SERMON                                                                    "BE CAREFUL!" 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 

C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, 

    You take the sin of the world away; 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, 

    And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 

                                                                  “CHRIST BE MY LEADER”                                               LSB 861  

1 Christ be my Leader by night as by day; 

Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 

Gladly I follow, my future His care, 

Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 



 

 

 

2 Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth, 

Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 

Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 

Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

 

3 Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife; 

Death cannot hold me, for He is the life. 

Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 

Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

                                                                   “YOUR TABLE I APPROACH”                                         LSB 628 

1 Your table I approach; 

    Dear Savior, hear my prayer. 

Let not an unrepentant heart 

    Prove hurtful to me there. 

 

2 Lord, I confess my sins 

    And mourn their wretched bands; 

A contrite heart is sure to find 

    Forgiveness at Your hands. 

 

3 Your body and Your blood, 

    Once slain and shed for me, 

Are taken at Your table, Lord, 

    In blest reality. 

 

4 Search not how this takes place, 

    This wondrous mystery; 

God can accomplish vastly more 

    Than what we think could be. 

 

5 O grant, most blessèd Lord, 

    That earth and hell combined 

May not about this sacrament 

    Raise doubt within my mind. 

 

6 Oh, may I never fail 

    To thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, 

    O God, my peace and light. 
Text: Gerhard Wolter Molanus, 1633–1722; tr. Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

BENEDICAMUS     LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Sit 

DEPARTING HYMN               “GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER”                              LSB 918 

 

1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 

    Pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 

    Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

    Feed me till I want no more; 

    Feed me till I want no more. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

    Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

    Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 

    Be Thou still my strength and shield; 

    Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

    Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s destruction, 

    Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 

    I will ever give to Thee; 

    I will ever give to Thee. 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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