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AS WE GATHER 

 

The theme of Lent is repentance. Today, we are given a prophet’s story of warning 

against a people who refused His mercy. But it is not the only story. The Lord still 

invites us to find a refuge in the wings of His mercy and, to all who will receive 

Him and believe on His name, there is no limit to His grace. The Lord is determined 

to go to the cross for us and to bestow upon us all the treasures of His grace, but the 

path that leads to Christ is the way of repentance and faith. We pray that the Holy 

Spirit will work in our hearts so that we may not refuse the Lord’s invitation and 

may rejoice in the wings of His mercy forevermore. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

T DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR T 

 

 

OPENING HYMN                    “WHAT IS THE WORLD TO ME”                                                   

LSB 730  

1 What is the world to me 

    With all its vaunted pleasure 

When You, and You alone, 

    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, 

    My soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my peace, my rest. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

2 The world seeks to be praised 

    And honored by the mighty 

Yet never once reflects 

    That they are frail and flighty. 



 

 

But what I truly prize 

    Above all things is He, 

My Jesus, He alone. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

3 The world seeks after wealth 

    And all that mammon offers 

Yet never is content 

    Though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, 

    Content with it I’ll be: 

My Jesus is my wealth. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, 

    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, 

    My bliss eternally. 

Once more, then, I declare: 

    What is the world to me! 
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645–1732; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, 

and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this 

altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one 

another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free 

ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 



 

 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake 

of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 26:8–15 

 8When Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to 

speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold 

of him, saying, “You shall die! 9Why have you prophesied in the name of the LORD, 

saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate, without 

inhabitant’?” And all the people gathered around Jeremiah in the house of the 

LORD. 

 10When the officials of Judah heard these things, they came up from the king’s 

house to the house of the LORD and took their seat in the entry of the New Gate of 

the house of the LORD. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and 

to all the people, “This man deserves the sentence of death, because he has 

prophesied against this city, as you have heard with your own ears.” 

 12Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and all the people, saying, “The LORD 

sent me to prophesy against this house and this city all the words you have heard. 
13Now therefore mend your ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD 

your God, and the LORD will relent of the disaster that he has pronounced against 

you. 14But as for me, behold, I am in your hands. Do with me as seems good and 

right to you. 15Only know for certain that if you put me to death, you will bring 

innocent blood upon yourselves and upon this city and its inhabitants, for in truth 

the LORD sent me to you to speak all these words in your ears.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

EPISTLE Philippians 3:17—4:1 

 17Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk according 

to the example you have in us. 18For many, of whom I have often told you and now 

tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their end is 

destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on 

earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, 

by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

 1Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 

thus in the Lord, my beloved. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

HYMN                                           “ON MY HEART IMPRINT YOUR 

IMAGE”                             LSB 422 

1 On my heart imprint Your image, 

    Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

    Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

    And my glory and salvation! 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Peer O. Strömme, 1856–1921, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 13:31–35 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus], “Get away from 

here, for Herod wants to kill you.” 32And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, 

‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third 

day I finish my course. 33Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow 

and the day following, for it cannot be that a prophet should perish away from 

Jerusalem.’ 34O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones 

those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as 



 

 

a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not! 35Behold, your house 

is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord!’” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

SERMON HYMN          “LORD, THEE I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART”                                    

LSB 708 

1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; 

I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart, 

    With tender mercy cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share. 

Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare 

    If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break, 



 

 

My trust in Thee can nothing shake. 

    Thou art the portion I have sought; 

    Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 

 

2 Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich bounty gave 

My body, soul, and all I have 

    In this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place 

May glorify Thy lavish grace 

    And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; 

Let Satan not my soul defile. 

    Give strength and patience unto me 

    To bear my cross and follow Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

In death Thy comfort still afford. 

 

3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 

To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home, 

    That I may die unfearing; 

And in its narrow chamber keep 

My body safe in peaceful sleep 

    Until Thy reappearing. 

And then from death awaken me, 

That these mine eyes with joy may see, 

    O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 

    My Savior and my fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 

And I will praise Thee without end. 
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON                                                  "THE LIFE OF CONTENTMENT" 

 

 

Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                        “I’M BUT A STRANGER HERE”                                            

LSB 748 

1 I’m but a stranger here, 

    Heav’n is my home; 

Earth is a desert drear, 

    Heav’n is my home. 

Danger and sorrow stand 

Round me on ev’ry hand; 

Heav’n is my fatherland, 

    Heav’n is my home. 

 

2 What though the tempest rage, 

    Heav’n is my home; 

Short is my pilgrimage, 

    Heav’n is my home; 

And time’s wild wintry blast 

Soon shall be overpast; 



 

 

I shall reach home at last, 

    Heav’n is my home. 

 

3 Therefore I murmur not, 

    Heav’n is my home; 

Whate’er my earthly lot, 

    Heav’n is my home; 

And I shall surely stand 

There at my Lord’s right hand; 

Heav’n is my fatherland, 

    Heav’n is my home. 
Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–35 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 
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