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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OPENING HYMN                                   “BUILT ON THE ROCK” LSB 645 

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 

    Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 

    Bells still are chiming and calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, 

But above all the souls distressed, 

    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 

2 Surely in temples made with hands 

    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 

High above earth His temple stands, 

    All earthly temples excelling. 

Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 

Chooses to live with us in love, 

    Making our bodies His temple. 

 

3 We are God’s house of living stones, 

    Built for His own habitation. 

He through baptismal grace us owns 

    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 

Were we but two His name to tell, 

Yet He would deign with us to dwell 

    With all His grace and His favor. 

 

4 Here stands the font before our eyes, 

    Telling how God has received us. 

The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 

    And what His Supper here gives us. 

Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 

Christ yesterday, today, the same, 

    And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 



 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING COLLECT  

C Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you, and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS LSB 154 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth.       

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your 

grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to 

Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Revelation 14:6–7 

 Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on 

earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give 

him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea 

and the springs of water.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING Romans 3:19–28 

 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no human being will 

be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the 

Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be 

received by faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 



 

 

former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the 

one who has faith in Jesus. 

 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the 

law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN                                                 “A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD” LSB 656 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

    A trusty shield and weapon; 

He helps us free from ev’ry need 

    That hath us now o’ertaken. 

The old evil foe 

Now means deadly woe; 

    Deep guile and great might 

    Are his dread arms in fight; 

On earth is not his equal. 

 

2 With might of ours can naught be done, 

    Soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One, 

    Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this? 

Jesus Christ it is, 

    Of Sabaoth Lord, 

    And there’s none other God; 

He holds the field forever. 

 

3 Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 

We tremble not, we fear no ill; 

    They shall not overpow’r us. 

This world’s prince may still 

Scowl fierce as he will, 

    He can harm us none. 

    He’s judged; the deed is done; 

One little word can fell him. 

 

4 The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 

He’s by our side upon the plain 

    With His good gifts and Spirit. 

And take they our life, 

Goods, fame, child, and wife, 

    Though these all be gone, 

    Our vict’ry has been won; 

The Kingdom ours remaineth. 
Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text: Public domain 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL John 8:31–36 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 



 

 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 

you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and 

have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does 

not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON                                                              "FREE INDEED" 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P    God of love and mercy 
C  Hear our prayer.  
 



 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P When you call to Me, I will answer you, says the Lord. 

C I will be with you in trouble; I will rescue you and honor you. 

P With long life the Lord will satisfy you 

C and show you His salvation. 
  

(Silence for meditation and reflection) 

  

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, 

that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most 

grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and 

bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 
  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
  

P May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C And also with you. 
 

HYMN                              “GOD’S WORD IS OUR GREAT HERITAGE” LSB 582 
1 God’s Word is our great heritage 

    And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age 

    Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way, 

In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure, 

We keep its teachings pure 

    Throughout all generations. 
Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

 



 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 

Hosanna. Hosanna. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

P Holy and gracious Father: In Your infinite love You made us for Yourself, and, when we had fallen into 

sin and become subject to evil and death, You, in Your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, Your only and eternal 

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to You, the God and Father of 

all.  

He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to Your will, a perfect 

sacrifice for the whole world. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night on which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks, 

He broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat: This is My Body, which is given for you. Do 

this in remembrance of Me." 

In the same way also after supper, He took the cup; and when He had given thanks, He blessed it and gave 

it to His disciples and said, "Take, drink of this all of you: This cup is the New Testament in My Blood, 

which is shed for You and for many for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me." 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST  

P Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again. 

P We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this our act of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling 

His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts of bread and wine. 

Sanctify them by Your Holy Spirit to be for Your people the Body and Blood of Your Son, the holy food 

and drink of new and unending life in Him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy 

Sacrament, and serve You in unity, steadfastness, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all Your 

saints into the joy of Your eternal kingdom. 

 

THE GREAT AMEN  

P All this we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ: By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.  

C Amen.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



 

 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION 

P Welcome to the Lord's Table. Receive the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 

C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS: 

                                                                “THE TREE OF LIFE” LSB 561 

1 The tree of life with ev’ry good 

In Eden’s holy orchard stood, 

And of its fruit so pure and sweet 

God let the man and woman eat. 

Yet in this garden also grew 

Another tree, of which they knew; 

Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned 

Against whose eating God had warned. 

 

2 The stillness of that sacred grove 

Was broken, as the serpent strove 

With tempting voice Eve to beguile 

And Adam too by sin defile. 

O day of sadness when the breath 

Of fear and darkness, doubt and death, 

Its awful poison first displayed 

Within the world so newly made. 

 

3 What mercy God showed to our race, 

A plan of rescue by His grace: 

In sending One from woman’s seed, 

The One to fill our greatest need— 

For on a tree uplifted high 

His only Son for sin would die, 

Would drink the cup of scorn and dread 

To crush the ancient serpent’s head! 

 

4 Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame 

Flows life eternal in His name; 

For all who trust and will believe, 

Salvation’s living fruit receive. 

And of this fruit so pure and sweet 

The Lord invites the world to eat, 

To find within this cross of wood 

The tree of life with ev’ry good. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 



 

 

                                           “PRAISE THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE DARKNESS” LSB 849 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 

    With a liberating light; 

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, 

    Turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the Gospel, 

    Healing ev’ry dread disease, 

Calming storms, and feeding thousands 

    With the very Bread of peace. 

 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children 

    With a strong, yet gentle, word; 

Praise the One who drove out demons 

    With the piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water 

    To the desert’s burning sand; 

From this Well comes living water, 

    Quenching thirst in ev’ry land. 

 

3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, 

    Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose victorious 

    That we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, 

    Seeing what our God has done; 

Let us praise the true Redeemer, 

    Praise the One who makes us one. 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  

P Eternal God, Heavenly Father, You have graciously accepted us as living members of Your Son our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and You have fed us with the spiritual food in the Sacrament of His Body and Blood. Send us 

now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve You with gladness and 

unity of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

C Amen.  
 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

BENEDICAMUS  

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

CLOSING HYMN                     “LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD” LSB 655 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 

Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 

And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 

For You are Lord of lords alone; 

Defend Your holy Church that we 

May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 

Send peace and unity on earth; 

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life. 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Text: Public domain 

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor! 

C Thanks be to God! 
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