“The Life Of Contentment”
Sunday, September 25, 2022, 9:00 AM
Worship Service

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN

“OPEN NOW THY GATES OF BEAUTY”

1

Open now thy gates of beauty;
Zion, let me enter there,
Where my soul in joyful duty
Waits for Him who answers prayer.
Oh, how blessèd is this place,
Filled with solace, light, and grace!

2

Gracious God, I come before Thee;
Come Thou also unto me.
Where we find Thee and adore Thee,
There a heav’n on earth must be.
To my heart, O enter Thou;
Let it be Thy temple now!

4

Thou my faith increase and quicken;
Let me keep Thy gift divine,
Howsoe’er temptations thicken;
May Thy Word still o’er me shine
As my guiding star through life,
As my comfort in all strife.

5

Speak, O God, and I will hear Thee;
Let Thy will be done indeed.
May I undisturbed draw near Thee
While Thou dost Thy people feed.
Here of life the fountain flows;
Here is balm for all our woes.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672–1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Text: Public domain

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING COLLECT
C Almighty God, to You all hearts are open, all desires known, and from You no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you, and worthily magnify Your holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
C 1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
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Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.
2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—
3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,
Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O God, You are the strength of all who trust in You, and without Your aid we can do no good thing. Grant
us the help of Your grace that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
FIRST READING
“Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those who feel secure on the mountain of Samaria,
the notable men of the first of the nations,
to whom the house of Israel comes!
Pass over to Calneh, and see,
and from there go to Hamath the great;
then go down to Gath of the Philistines.
Are you better than these kingdoms?
Or is their territory greater than your territory,
O you who put far away the day of disaster
and bring near the seat of violence?
“Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and stretch themselves out on their couches,
and eat lambs from the flock

Amos 6:1–7

and calves from the midst of the stall,
who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp
and like David invent for themselves instruments of music,
who drink wine in bowls
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
Therefore they shall now be the first of those who go into exile,
and the revelry of those who stretch themselves out shall pass away.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING
1 Timothy 6:6–19
Now there is great gain in godliness with contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot
take anything out of the world. But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content. But those who
desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people
into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.
But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness,
gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about
which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you in the presence of God,
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good
confession, to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, which he will display at the proper time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings
and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen
or can see. To him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.
As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of
riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good
works, to be generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the
future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
HYMN
“LORD, THEE I LOVE WITH ALL MY HEART”
1
Lord, Thee I love with all my heart;
I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart,
With tender mercy cheer me.
Earth has no pleasure I would share.
Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare
If Thou, Lord, wert not near me.
And should my heart for sorrow break,
My trust in Thee can nothing shake.
Thou art the portion I have sought;
Thy precious blood my soul has bought.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word.
2

Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich bounty gave
My body, soul, and all I have
In this poor life of labor.
Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place
May glorify Thy lavish grace
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And help and serve my neighbor.
Let no false doctrine me beguile;
Let Satan not my soul defile.
Give strength and patience unto me
To bear my cross and follow Thee.
Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord,
In death Thy comfort still afford.
3

Lord, let at last Thine angels come,
To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home,
That I may die unfearing;
And in its narrow chamber keep
My body safe in peaceful sleep
Until Thy reappearing.
And then from death awaken me,
That these mine eyes with joy may see,
O Son of God, Thy glorious face,
My Savior and my fount of grace.
Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend,
And I will praise Thee without end.
Text: Martin Schalling, 1532–1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Text: Public domain

THE HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 16:19–31

[Jesus said:] “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who desired to be fed with
what fell from the rich man’s table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and
was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried, and in Hades, being in
torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I
am in anguish in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And
besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here
to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.’ And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him
to my father’s house— for I have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place
of torment.’ But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No,
father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not
hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
THE SERMON

"THE LIFE OF CONTENTMENT"

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
P God of love and mercy
C Hear our prayer
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P When you call to Me, I will answer you, says the Lord.
C I will be with you in trouble; I will rescue you and honor you.
P With long life the Lord will satisfy you
C and show you His salvation.
(Silence for meditation and reflection)
P
C

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most
grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and
bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As
a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P
C

May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

PAX DOMINI
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
HYMN

“IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE”

1

Immortal, invisible,
God only wise,
In light inaccessible
hid from our eyes,
Most blessèd, most glorious,
the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious,
Thy great name we praise.

4

Great Father of glory,
pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee,
all veiling their sight;
All laud we would render:
O help us to see
’Tis only the splendor
of light that hides Thee.
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Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt.
Text: Public domain

PREFACE
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

PROPER PREFACE
SANCTUS
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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Text: Stephen P. Starke

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P Holy and gracious Father: In Your infinite love You made us for Yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, You, in Your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, Your only and eternal

Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to You, the God and Father of
all.
He stretched out His arms upon the cross, and offered Himself, in obedience to Your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night on which He was betrayed, took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat: This is My Body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of Me."
In the same way also after supper, He took the cup; and when He had given thanks, He blessed it and gave
it to His disciples and said, "Take, drink of this all of you: This cup is the New Testament in My Blood,
which is shed for You and for many for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.
P

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this our act of praise and thanksgiving.
Recalling His death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts of bread and wine.
Sanctify them by Your Holy Spirit to be for Your people the Body and Blood of Your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in Him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve You in unity, steadfastness, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all Your
saints into the joy of Your eternal kingdom.

THE GREAT AMEN
P All this we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ: By Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is Yours, Almighty Father, now and forever.
C Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION
P Welcome to the Lord's Table. Receive the bread of heaven and the cup of salvation.
C Amen.
AGNUS DEI
C 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
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O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.
2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS:
1

“LORD, WHOSE LOVE THROUGH HUMBLE SERVICE”
Lord, whose love through humble service
Bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken,
Offered mercy’s perfect deed,
We, Your servants, bring the worship
Not of voice alone, but heart,
Consecrating to Your purpose
Ev’ry gift that You impart.

2

Still Your children wander homeless;
Still the hungry cry for bread;
Still the captives long for freedom;
Still in grief we mourn our dead.
As, O Lord, Your deep compassion
Healed the sick and freed the soul,
Use the love Your Spirit kindles
Still to save and make us whole.

3

As we worship, grant us vision,
Till Your love’s revealing light
In its height and depth and greatness,
Dawns upon our quickened sight,
Making known the needs and burdens
Your compassion bids us bear,
Stirring us to tireless striving,
Your abundant life to share.

4

Called by worship to Your service,
Forth in Your dear name we go,
To the child, the youth, the aged,
Love in living deeds to show;
Hope and health, goodwill and comfort,
Counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That Your servants, Lord, in freedom
May Your mercy know and live.
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Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901–84, alt.
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819

1

“THY BODY, GIVEN FOR ME, O SAVIOR”
Thy body, giv’n for me, O Savior,
Thy blood which Thou for me didst shed,
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These are my life and strength forever,
By them my hungry soul is fed. Refrain
ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood
Be for my soul the highest good!
2

With Thee, Lord, I am now united;
I live in Thee and Thou in me.
No sorrow fills my soul, delighted
It finds its only joy in Thee. Refrain

3

Who can condemn me now? For surely
The Lord is nigh, who justifies.
No hell I fear, and thus securely
With Jesus I to heaven rise. Refrain

4

Though death may threaten with disaster,
It cannot rob me of my cheer;
For He who is of death the master
With aid and comfort e’er is near. Refrain

5

My heart has now become Thy dwelling,
O blessèd, holy Trinity.
With angels I, Thy praises telling,
Shall live in joy eternally. Refrain
Text: Friedrich Christian Heyder, 1677–1754; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, abr.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Eternal God, Heavenly Father, You have graciously accepted us as living members of Your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and You have fed us with the spiritual food in the Sacrament of His Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve You with gladness and
unity of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
BENEDICTION (AARONIC)
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

“ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME”

1

All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem
And crown Him Lord of all.

7

Oh, that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall!
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.
We’ll join the everlasting song
And crown Him Lord of all.

LSB 549
sts. 1, 7

Text (st. 1): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (st. 7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt.
Text: Public domain

DISMISSAL
P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor!
C Thanks be to God!
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