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Worship Service

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING HYMN
“A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”
1
A hymn of glory let us sing!
New hymns throughout the world shall ring:
Alleluia, alleluia!
Christ, by a road before untrod,
Ascends unto the throne of God.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2

The holy apostolic band
Upon the Mount of Olives stand.
Alleluia, alleluia!
And with His faithful foll’wers see
Their Lord ascend in majesty.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3

To them the shining angels cry,
“Why stand and gaze upon the sky?”
Alleluia, alleluia!
“This is the Savior,” thus they say;
“This is His glorious triumph day!”
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4

“You see Him now, ascending high
Up to the portals of the sky.”
Alleluia, alleluia!
“Hereafter Jesus you shall see
Returning in great majesty.”
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

5

Be now our joy on earth, O Lord,
And be our future great reward.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Then, throned with You forever, we
Shall praise Your name eternally.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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O risen Christ, ascended Lord,
All praise to You let earth accord:
Alleluia, alleluia!
You are, while endless ages run,
With Father and with Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819
Text: Bede, 673–735; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
Ephesians 1
1
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus:
2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ,
according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the
riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
11
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who
works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be
to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
15
For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16I
do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18having the
eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us
who believe, according to the working of his great might 20that he worked in Christ when he raised him from
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power
and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22And he
put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness
of him who fills all in all.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

READING
Ephesians 4:1–6
1
I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have
been called, 2with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3eager to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called
to the one hope that belongs to your call— 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6one God and Father of all, who is
over all and through all and in all.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

READING
John15:12–17
12
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than
this, that someone lays down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15No
longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17These things I command you, so that you will love one
another.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF SINS
C

Lord God, You have called us by the Gospel to live as Your people. And yet, we fail to live in peace
and unity with one another. Our sinful nature seeks to cause discord and chaos in our relationships
as the Body of Christ. Give us the strength of Your Holy Spirit to live in harmony and at peace with
one another. Help us to live each day with the love of Christ in our hearts, as we share our lives
together as Your people.
(Pause for Personal Confession of Sins)

RECEIVING GOD'S FORGIVENESS
APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
SERMON HYMN
“Christ The Eternal Lord”
1
Christ the eternal Lord,
Whose promise here we claim,
Whose gifts of grace are freely poured
On all who name Your name;
With thankfulness and praise
We stand before Your throne,
Intent to serve You all our days
And make Your glory known.
2

Christ the unchanging Word
To ev’ry passing age,
Whose timeless teachings still are heard
Set forth on Scripture’s page;
Transform our thought and mind,
Enlighten all who read,
Within Your Word by faith to find
The bread of life indeed.

3

Christ the redeeming Son,
Who shares our human birth,
And by His death salvation won
For ev’ry child of earth;
Inspire our hearts, we pray,
To tell Your love abroad,
That all may honor Christ today
And follow Him as Lord.

4

Christ the unfading Light
Of everlasting day,
Our Morning Star in splendor bright,
The Life, the Truth, the Way;
That light of truth You give
To servants as to friends,
Your way to walk, Your life to live,
Till earth’s brief journey ends.

5

Christ the ascended King
Exalted high above,
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Whose praise unending ages sing,
Whom yet unseen we love;
When mortal life is past
Your voice from heaven’s throne
Shall call Your children home at last
To know as we are known.
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926

SERMON
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CLOSING PRAYER
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
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DEPARTING HYMN
“Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free”
1
Our Paschal Lamb, that sets us free,
Is sacrificed. O keep
The feast of freedom gallantly;
Let alleluias leap: Refrain
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ref Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Again
Sing alleluia, cry aloud: Alleluia! Amen!
2

Let all our lives now celebrate
The feast; let malice die.
Let love grow strong anew, and great,
Let truth stamp out the lie. Refrain

3

Let all our deeds, unanimous,
Confess Him as our Lord
Who by the Spirit lives in us,
The Father’s living Word. Refrain
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76

DISMISSAL
P Go in God's peace; love and serve your neighbor!
C Thanks be to God!
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.

