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Worship Service
AS WE GATHER
Jesus begins His active earthly ministry taking His place right alongside us in the water of His Baptism. There
He laid aside His own divine powers to take on our powerlessness so that, enabled by the Holy Spirit, He could
take on our sin and death into Himself to destroy it by His atoning death on the cross and victorious
resurrection. Now to all who are baptized in His name He gives the power of His holiness and gift of eternal
life. The Spirit, the Word, and yes, the water is our connection with His life, and by faith in Him, we are already
citizens of our heavenly home even before we get there in body and soul. What confidence is ours to live by
God’s power and grace.
DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING FOUR
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
1
Come, Thou Fount of ev’ry blessing,
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
Fills my heart with joy and love,
Teach me ever to adore Thee;
May I still Thy goodness prove.
2

Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by Thy help I’ve come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wand’ring from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.

3

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be;
Let that grace now like a fetter
Bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
Prone to leave the God I love.
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.

4

Oh, that day when freed from sinning,
I shall see Thy lovely face;
Clothed then in the blood-washed linen,
How I’ll sing Thy wondrous grace!
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Come, my Lord, no longer tarry;
Take my ransom’d soul away;
Send Thine angels soon to carry
Me to realms of endless day.
Text: Public domain

Stand

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and
that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

C

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P

Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

C

SERVICE OF THE WORD
PSALM 29
P Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
C Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness.
P
C

The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters.

P
C

The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty.
The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

P
C
P
C

He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox.
The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire.
The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters.

P
C

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
The voice of the Lord makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, and in His temple all cry,
“Glory!”
The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever.

P

C

May the Lord give strength to His people! May the Lord bless His people with peace!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P
C

The voice of the Lord is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over many waters.

KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
C 1 To God on high be glory
And peace to all the earth;
Goodwill from God in heaven
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth!
We praise and bless You, Father;
Your holy name, we sing—
Our thanks for Your great glory,
Lord God, our heav’nly King.
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2 To You, O sole-begotten,
The Father’s Son, we pray;
O Lamb of God, our Savior,
You take our sins away.
Have mercy on us, Jesus;
Receive our heartfelt cry,
Where You in pow’r are seated
At God’s right hand on high—
3 For You alone are holy;
You only are the Lord.
Forever and forever,
Be worshiped and adored;
You with the Holy Spirit
Alone are Lord Most High,
In God the Father’s glory.
“Amen!” our glad reply.
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

C

Let us pray.
Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your
children and inheritors with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 43:1–7

1

But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you;
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3
For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Cush and Seba in exchange for you.
4
Because you are precious in my eyes,
and honored, and I love you,
I give men in return for you,
peoples in exchange for your life.
5
Fear not, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you.
6
I will say to the north, Give up,
and to the south, Do not withhold;
bring my sons from afar
and my daughters from the end of the earth,
7
everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL
L Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples!
C For great is His steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.
L
C

Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name;
bring an offering, and come into His courts!

EPISTLE
Romans 6:1–11
1
2
What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who
died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.
5
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For one who has died has been set free from
sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being
raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he

died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin
and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
C

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

C

These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.

C

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
16

Matthew 28:16–20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17And when
they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Sit

HYMN OF THE DAY
1
On Galilee’s high mountain
Christ gave the great command
In words of strength and promise
Which all can understand:
“All pow’r to Me is given
To do what I shall choose;
Therefore I send My children,
Their witness I will use.”

“On Galilee’s High Mountain”

2

The Lord who, born of Mary,
Came down as man and died,
Who preached to all who listened,
For us was crucified—
This Lord, our living brother,
In pow’r at God’s right hand,
Has chosen us to carry
His truth to ev’ry land.

3

His strength within my weakness
Will make me bold to say
How His redeeming power
Transforms my stubborn clay;
His touch of fire ignites me,
With courage I am sent,
My tongue-tied silence broken,
With grace made eloquent.

4

And not alone to nations
In faraway retreats,
But ev’rywhere I broadcast
His love through crowded streets:
The lives that my life touches,
However great or small—
Let them through me see Jesus,
Who served and saved us all.

5

That ev’ryone He chooses,
For reasons of His own,
Will find in Christ his calling
To live His love alone.
His presence always leads us
Till time no more shall be;
Christ’s strength, His love, His comfort
Give us His victory.

D 6

Lord, gather all Your children,
Wherever they may be,
And lead them on to heaven
To live eternally
With You, our loving Father,
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And Christ, our brother dear,
Whose Spirit guards and gives us
The joy to persevere.
Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819

SERMON
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Matthew 28: 16-20

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Gracious and merciful God, as the heavens were opened at the Baptism of Your Son, our Lord Jesus
Christ, so You have opened the very heavens to us as Your baptized people. Give to us the confidence of
faith and the power of Your love that we may live as Your children even now amid the changes of this
fallen world, ever rejoicing in Your constant mercy and grace. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

Grant Your constant blessing upon Your whole Church. Give wisdom and confidence to all pastors and
servants of Your Word and faithfulness and love to all Your people that Your truth may sound forth and
prevail in our lives and through our service in the world. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Preserve our nation in the ways of righteousness and peace. Guide the leaders of all nations to pursue
justice and peace. Guard and protect all who serve in the armed forces of our country, [especially . . .], and
all who protect us in our land. Grant to all faithfulness in their service. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Comfort and help all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or adversity, [especially . . .]. Have mercy on all to
whom death draws near, [especially . . .]. Sustain and bless all who care for those who suffer. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on earth, who now
rest from their labors, [especially . . .]. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints and bring us at last to the
joys of Your heavenly kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
1
God’s own child, I gladly say it:
I am baptized into Christ!
He, because I could not pay it,
Gave my full redemption price.
Do I need earth’s treasures many?
I have one worth more than any
That brought me salvation free
Lasting to eternity!
2

Sin, disturb my soul no longer:
I am baptized into Christ!
I have comfort even stronger:
Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice.
Should a guilty conscience seize me
Since my Baptism did release me
In a dear forgiving flood,
Sprinkling me with Jesus’ blood?

3

Satan, hear this proclamation:
I am baptized into Christ!
Drop your ugly accusation,
I am not so soon enticed.
Now that to the font I’ve traveled,
All your might has come unraveled,
And, against your tyranny,
God, my Lord, unites with me!

4

Death, you cannot end my gladness:
I am baptized into Christ!
When I die, I leave all sadness
To inherit paradise!
Though I lie in dust and ashes
Faith’s assurance brightly flashes:
Baptism has the strength divine
To make life immortal mine.

“God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It”
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5

There is nothing worth comparing
To this lifelong comfort sure!
Open-eyed my grave is staring:
Even there I’ll sleep secure.
Though my flesh awaits its raising,
Still my soul continues praising:
I am baptized into Christ;
I’m a child of paradise!
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819
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