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AS WE GATHER
Are you prepared for heaven? Admittedly, this is an odd question when we are celebrating Jesus’ birth. Yet, Jesus was born to die to
save His people from their sins. As Simeon held the Christ Child, he couldn’t help but say, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant
depart in peace, according to Your word,” while also telling Mary, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in
Israel, and for a sign that is opposed.” That opposition eventually brought about His death on a cross. Yet, Jesus was born to die and
rise to life again so that all who believe in Him might live! That is the best Christmas gift ever.

DIVINE SERVICE, SETTING THREE
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”
1
“From heav’n above to earth I come
To bear good news to ev’ry home;
Glad tidings of great joy I bring,
Whereof I now will say and sing:
2

“To you this night is born a child
Of Mary, chosen virgin mild;
This little child of lowly birth
Shall be the joy of all the earth.

7

Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christ Child lying there.

8

Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.

13

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart
For You to dwell within my heart.

14

My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

15

Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.
Text: Public domain
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Stand

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father,
beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

P

C

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that we are by nature sinful and
unclean and that we have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to
Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, have mercy upon us and
for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true
knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace
we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His only Son to die for us and
for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become the
children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved.
Grant this, Lord, unto us all.
Amen.

INTROIT
Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10
P The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
P The LORD has made known his salvation;
C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
C break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
KYRIE
C Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
P Glory be to God on high:
C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men.
We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee,
we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory.
O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us.
Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer.
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us.
For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost,
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And with thy spirit.
P

Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more
wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be
like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C

Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15
1
The LORD said to Moses, 2“Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open the womb among
the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”
3
Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place. . . .
11
“When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your fathers, and shall
give it to you, 12you shall set apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals
that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will
not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14And when
in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD
brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, the
LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals.
Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I
redeem.’”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE
Colossians 3:12–17
12
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience, 13bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14And above all these put on love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called
in one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one

another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
17
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through him.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
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Luke 2:22–40

22

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought
[Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who
first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the
Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he
had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and
said,
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace,
according to your word;
30
for my eyes have seen your salvation
31
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32
a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to your people Israel.”
29

33

And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be
revealed.”
36
And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in
years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow until she
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
39
And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to
their own town of Nazareth. 40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God
was upon him.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

HYMN of the DAY
1
O God of mercy, God of might,
In love and pity infinite,
Teach us, as ever in Thy sight,
To live our lives in Thee.

“O God of Mercy, God of Might”

2

And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die
That our lost world might live thereby,
O hear us; for to Thee we cry,
In hope, O Lord, to Thee.

3

Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught:
To feel for those Thy blood hath bought,
That ev’ry word and deed and thought
May work a work for Thee.

4

All are redeemed, both far and wide,
Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died.
Grant us the will and grace provide
To love them all in Thee!

5

In sickness, sorrow, want, or care,
May we each other’s burdens share;
May we, where help is needed, there
Give help as unto Thee!

6

And may Thy Holy Spirit move
All those who live to live in love
Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above
All those who live in Thee.
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Text: Public domain

SERMON

“The Spirit of Christmas All Year Long”

Colossians 3:12–17

P
C

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God and all people according to their needs.
Wonderful Counselor, we praise and thank You for guiding us with the Word of Christ, which dwells
richly in us. Bless all pastors and teachers of Your Word, that they teach and admonish Your people with
all of Your wisdom so that whatever we do, in word or deed, we do it in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him. O God of our salvation,
C hear our prayer.
P

C
P
C
P

Mighty God, You created this world and everything in it through Your powerful Word and still take care
of it. Continue to watch over and work through all who lead and serve our nation, state, and local
communities. Lead and guide all first responders and members of the military as they carry out their duties
to protect and serve. O God of our salvation,
hear our prayer.
Everlasting Father, You are gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
We ask for Your encouragement, healing, and care for all who are struggling with their health, [especially .
. .]. Heal the broken hearts of those who grieve the loss of those close to them. O God of our salvation,
hear our prayer.

C

Prince of Peace, we praise and thank You for the peace we have in You. Empower us and all of your
missionary people to embrace the opportunities You give us to share the gift of Your redemption. O God
of our salvation,
hear our prayer.

P
C

We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our newborn King.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICAMUS
P Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
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C

Amen, amen, amen.

CLOSING HYMN
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
1
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain
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ref Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King!”
2

Christ, by highest heav’n adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,
Hail the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as Man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain

3

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth. Refrain
Text: Public domain
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