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“PARABLES OF JESUS:
THE TEN VIRGINS”
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Worship Service
AS WE GATHER
As we conclude our look at the Parables of Jesus we finish today with Jesus’ parable of The Ten Virgins. And
how appropriate as Jesus warns us to be ready when He returns to “judge the living and the dead.” Thankfully,
because of the work of the Holy Spirit we will be ready.
WELCOME
Sit

OPENING HYMN
1
Immortal, invisible,
God only wise,
In light inaccessible
hid from our eyes,
Most blessèd, most glorious,
the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious,
Thy great name we praise.
2

Unresting, unhasting,
and silent as light,
Nor wanting, nor wasting,
Thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains
high soaring above
Thy clouds which are fountains
of goodness and love.

3

To all life Thou givest—
to both great and small—
In all life Thou livest,
the true Life of all;
We blossom and flourish
as leaves on the tree
And wither and perish—
but naught changes Thee.

4

Great Father of glory,
pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee,
all veiling their sight;
All laud we would render:
O help us to see
’Tis only the splendor
of light that hides Thee.
Text: Public domain

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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Stand

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES
P Make haste, O God, to deliver us!
C O Lord, make haste to help us!
P
C

May all who seek the Lord rejoice and be glad in Him!
May we say evermore, “God is great!”

P
C

For Christ is coming soon.
Soon, He will descend from the heavens.

P
C

Soon, He will raise the dead.
And we will always be with the Lord.

P
C

He is our help and our deliverer.
O Lord, do not delay!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Indeed, Christ is coming soon to raise the dead and bring us into everlasting life with Him. Yet there are
times when we have lived as if Christ’s return was not important and not imminent. Yet, our heavenly
Father invites us to return to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
Silence for reflection.
P
C

Heavenly Father,
we confess that we have ignored You and our neighbors in need. We have sinned in our thoughts,
words, and actions. We have failed by our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that
we might be encouraged by Your presence and forgiven of our sin.

P

God hears your confession and has promised to always be with you. Almighty God in His mercy has given
His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen. We are forgiven. We look for the return of Jesus.

C

HYMN of PRAISE
“Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious”
2
Thou hast died for my transgression,
All my sins on Thee were laid;
Thou hast won for me salvation,
On the cross my debt was paid.
From the grave I shall arise
And shall meet Thee in the skies.
Death itself is transitory;
I shall lift my head in glory.
Text: Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.

C

Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His Bride, the Church, that with all the
company of the redeemed we may finally enter into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING
P The Old Testament Reading is from Amos, chapter 5.

Amos 5:18–24

18

Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light,
19
as if a man fled from a lion,
and a bear met him,
or went into the house and leaned his hand against the wall,
and a serpent bit him.
20
Is not the day of the LORD darkness, and not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
21
“I hate, I despise your feasts,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the peace offerings of your fattened animals,
I will not look upon them.
23
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
to the melody of your harps I will not listen.
24
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING
P The Epistle is from 1 Thessalonians, chapter 4.
13

1 Thessalonians 4:13–18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17Then we who are alive, who are left, will
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the
Lord. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.
P

This is the Word of the Lord.

C

Thanks be to God.

Stand

GOSPEL READING
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 25:1–13

[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3For when the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, they all
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
7
Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. 8And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for
you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came,
and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. 11Afterward the other
virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’
13
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”
1

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CREED (APOSTLE'S)
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Lord Jesus Christ, through You all things were made. You have entrusted us with the care of all creation.
Embolden us to be good and faithful stewards of all that You have made until You return to dwell with us
again. For until Your return, we pray,
C come quickly, Lord Jesus.

P
C
P
C
P

C
P
C
P
C

Lord Jesus, in Your incarnation and birth You deigned to dwell among us, even as an infant. Bring comfort
to all those who are living through the challenges of infertility and miscarriage. Bring them Your healing,
and give them wisdom as they seek to do Your will. For until Your return, we pray,
come quickly, Lord Jesus.
Lord Jesus, in Your earthly life You suffered much at the hands of lawless men. Be with all those who
suffer now through abuse, illness, or injustice, [especially . . .]. Heal them according to Your will. For until
Your return, we pray,
come quickly, Lord Jesus.
Lord Jesus, by Your death and resurrection, You destroyed death forever. While we look forward to the
resurrection, each human being still faces earthly death. We bring before You all those who are mourning
the death of loved ones, [especially . . .]. Comfort them with Your presence and the hope of the
resurrection to eternal life. For until Your return, we pray,
come quickly, Lord Jesus.
Lord Jesus, be present in Your Church. Give us faithful pastors, teachers, musicians, administrators, and
other church workers, that we walk together with You, bringing Your Gospel to all nations. For until Your
return, we pray,
come quickly, Lord Jesus.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Sit

HYMN of the DAY
“The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us”
1
The Bridegroom soon will call us,
“Come to the wedding feast.”
May slumber not befall us
Nor watchfulness decrease.
May all our lamps be burning
With oil enough and more
That we, with Him returning,
May find an open door!
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2

There shall we see in glory
Our dear Redeemer’s face;
The long-awaited story
Of heav’nly joy takes place:
The patriarchs shall meet us,
The prophets’ holy band;
Apostles, martyrs greet us
In that celestial land.

3

There God shall from all evil
Forever make us free,
From sin and from the devil,
From all adversity,
From sickness, pain, and sadness,
From troubles, cares, and fears,
And grant us heav’nly gladness
And wipe away our tears.

4

In that fair home shall never
Be silent music’s voice;
With hearts and lips forever
We shall in God rejoice,
While angel hosts are raising
With saints from great to least
A mighty hymn for praising
The Giver of the feast.
Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819
Text (sts. 2–4): Public domain

SERMON
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BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
CLOSING HYMN
“Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
1
Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing,
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us,
Trav’ling through this wilderness.
2

Thanks we give and adoration
For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To Your truth may we be found.
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3

Savior, when Your love shall call us
From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us,
Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with You in endless day.
Text: Public domain
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