
   August 15, 2021 

              “PARABLES OF JESUS: 

    THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD” 
           Sunday, August 15, 2021 9:00AM 

           Worship Service 
 

 

AS WE GATHER 

Our reward for being called to work in God’s kingdom does not change based on how long we have been in our 

Lord’s service. After all, we are saved by grace through faith, not by works. God, whose ways are higher than 

our ways and whose thoughts higher than our thoughts, lavishes unbounded generosity upon His children 

through the Gospel. Dragged down by our sinful nature, our own ways and thoughts tend toward the shriveling 

and the miserly. Nevertheless, through the Gospel and the Sacraments, the Spirit of Jesus Christ delivers us 

from bondage to our sinful nature and into glorious liberty. Freed, we enjoy the experience of the Father’s 

unbounded generosity. 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Come, Thou Almighty King” LSB 905 

1 Come, Thou almighty King, 

Help us Thy name to sing; 

    Help us to praise; 

Father all-glorious, 

O’er all victorious, 

Come and reign over us, 

    Ancient of Days. 

 

2 Come, Thou incarnate Word, 

Gird on Thy mighty sword; 

    Our prayer attend. 

Come and Thy people bless, 

And give Thy Word success, 

And let Thy righteousness 

    On us descend. 

 

3 Come, holy Comforter, 

Thy sacred witness bear 

    In this glad hour! 

Thou, who almighty art, 

Now rule in ev’ry heart, 

And ne’er from us depart, 

    Spirit of pow’r. 

 

D 4 To Thee, great One in Three, 

Eternal praises be 

    Hence evermore! 

Thy sov’reign majesty 

May we in glory see, 

And to eternity 

    Love and adore. 
Text: Public domain 

 



 

 

Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

C The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
  

P One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: 

C that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
  

P For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; 

C He will conceal me under the cover of His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P As we come to the house of the Lord, we know that we are unworthy of God’s love. We have sinned 

against friends and families, neighbors and co-workers. 

C We have not loved God with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 

have grumbled against God and His authorities. We have sought selfish desires instead of God’s will. 
  

P We turn to God in repentance and implore Him for mercy. 

  

Silence for reflection 

  

P Lord, hide not Your face from us. Turn not Your servants away in anger. 

C Do not forsake us, O God of our salvation! 
  

P The prophet Isaiah writes, “Seek the Lord while He may be found; call upon Him while He is near; let the 

wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, that He may 

have compassion on him, and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.” The Lord is near to you. He has 

drawn near in the person of Jesus Christ, whose death and resurrection bring forgiveness, life, and 

salvation. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. And now my head shall be lifted up. I will offer sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and 

make melody to the Lord. 
 

HYMN of PRAISE “All Glory Be to God on High” LSB 947 st. 3 

3 O Jesus Christ, the only Son 

    Begotten of the Father, 

Your saving death has made us one 

    With God and with each other. 

O Lamb of God, to You on high 

In our distress we sinners cry, 

    Have mercy on us, amen! 
Text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  



 

 

P Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help us 

trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 11:1–5 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 11. 

  

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
2And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, 

 the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and might, 

 the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt of his loins. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING Romans 9:14–24 

P The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 9. 

  

 14What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15For he says to Moses, “I will have 

mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16So then it depends 

not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 17For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very 

purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all 

the earth.” 18So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 

 19You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 20But who are you, O 

man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21Has 

the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honored use and another for 

dishonorable use? 22What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with 

much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23in order to make known the riches of his glory for 

vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24even us whom he has called, not from the 

Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

Stand 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 20:1–16 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You 

go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth 

hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. 

And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 

He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his 

foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those 

hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they 

thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they 

grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal 

to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I 

am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose 

to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 

do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 



 

 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. You have called us 

all to labor in Your vineyard and have graced us with rewards beyond what we deserve. We give You 

thanks for sending Your Son to labor on our behalf as well. He has borne our sin and become our Savior. 

Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 

blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 



 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord” LSB 637 

1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 

Offered was He for greatest and for least, 

Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 

To all believers life eternal yields; 

With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 

Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

 

3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 

And take the pledges of salvation here. 

O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 

As in this feast of love You bless us now. 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared” LSB 622 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, You have prepared 

    This feast for our salvation; 

It is Your body and Your blood, 

    And at Your invitation 

As weary souls, with sin oppressed, 

We come to You for needed rest, 

    For comfort, and for pardon. 

 

2 Although You did to heav’n ascend, 

    Where angel hosts are dwelling, 

And in Your presence they behold 

    Your glory, all excelling, 

And though Your people shall not see 

Your glory and Your majesty 

    Till dawns the judgment morning, 

 

3 Yet, Savior, You are not confined 

    To any habitation; 

But You are present even now 

    Here with Your congregation. 

Firm as a rock this truth shall stand, 

Unmoved by any daring hand 

    Or subtle craft and cunning. 

 

4 We eat this bread and drink this cup, 

    Your precious Word believing 

That Your true body and Your blood 

    Our lips are here receiving. 

This Word remains forever true; 



 

 

All things are possible with You, 

    For You are Lord Almighty. 

 

5 Though reason cannot understand, 

    Yet faith this truth embraces: 

Your body, Lord, is even now 

    At once in many places. 

I leave to You how this can be; 

Your Word alone suffices me; 

    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what You have said; 

    Help me when doubts assail me. 

Remember that I am but dust, 

    And let my faith not fail me. 

Your supper in this vale of tears 

Refreshes me and stills my fears 

    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive 

    Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 

And, truly grieving for our sins, 

    May prove by our behavior 

That we are thankful for Your grace 

And day by day may run our race, 

    In holiness increasing. 

 

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, 

    Be praised throughout all ages! 

Preserve it, for in ev’ry place 

    The world against it rages. 

Grant that this sacrament may be 

A blessèd comfort unto me 

    When living and when dying. 
Text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have had compassion upon us and abundantly pardoned 

our sins in this Sacrament. Keep us steadfast in the true faith throughout our lives, that we may not grow 

weary of doing good, but ever serve You in humility and fidelity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN of the DAY “What Is the World to Me” LSB 730 sts 1 & 2 

1 What is the world to me 

    With all its vaunted pleasure 

When You, and You alone, 

    Lord Jesus, are my treasure! 

You only, dearest Lord, 

    My soul’s delight shall be; 

You are my peace, my rest. 

    What is the world to me! 



 

 

2 The world seeks to be praised 

    And honored by the mighty 

Yet never once reflects 

    That they are frail and flighty. 

But what I truly prize 

    Above all things is He, 

My Jesus, He alone. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

SERMON PARABLES OF JESUS:  THE WORKERS IN THE VINEYARD 

 

CLOSING HYMN “What Is the World to Me” LSB 730 sts 3 & 4 

3 The world seeks after wealth 

    And all that mammon offers 

Yet never is content 

    Though gold should fill its coffers. 

I have a higher good, 

    Content with it I’ll be: 

My Jesus is my wealth. 

    What is the world to me! 

 

4 What is the world to me! 

    My Jesus is my treasure, 

My life, my health, my wealth, 

    My friend, my love, my pleasure, 

My joy, my crown, my all, 

    My bliss eternally. 

Once more, then, I declare: 

    What is the world to me! 
Text: Public domain 
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