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AS WE GATHER 

Who is my neighbor? The lawyer in today's Gospel reading asked this question to "justify himself." If he could 

get a narrow enough definition of his neighbor, then he could consider himself to have kept the commandments 

perfectly. But Jesus told the lawyer a story---the Good Samaritan---shattering any possibility for the lawyer to 

justify himself. The story works on us, too. The path to eternal life starts with God's mercy for us in Christ.  

Baptized into Christ, we die daily to sin and are raised to new life---life marked by loving God and realized in 

loving our neighbor.  Rather than a justification of our perfection, loving our neighbor becomes the result of 

God's justifying us through the death and resurrection of Jesus.   

 

WELCOME 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” LSB 685 

1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 

    Follow His example pure, 

Through a world that would deceive us 

    And to sin our spirits lure. 

Onward in His footsteps treading, 

    Pilgrims here, our home above, 

    Full of faith and hope and love, 

Let us do the Father’s bidding. 

    Faithful Lord, with me abide; 

    I shall follow where You guide. 

 

2 Let us suffer here with Jesus 

    And with patience bear our cross. 

Joy will follow all our sadness; 

    Where He is, there is no loss. 

Though today we sow no laughter, 

    We shall reap celestial joy; 

    All discomforts that annoy 

Shall give way to mirth hereafter. 

    Jesus, here I share Your woe; 

    Help me there Your joy to know. 

 

3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 

    Since by death He conquered death, 

He will free us from destruction, 

    Give to us immortal breath. 

Let us mortify all passion 

    That would lead us into sin; 

    And the grave that shuts us in 

Shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

    Jesus, here with You I die, 

    There to live with You on high. 



 

 

4 Let us also live with Jesus. 

    He has risen from the dead 

That to life we may awaken. 

    Jesus, You are now our head. 

We are Your own living members; 

    Where You live, there we shall be 

    In Your presence constantly, 

Living there with You forever. 

    Jesus, let me faithful be, 

    Life eternal grant to me. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES (Luke 10:27, adapted) 

P You shall love the Lord your God 

C with all your heart. 
  

P You shall love the Lord your God. 

C with all your soul. 
  

P You shall love the Lord your God. 

C with all your strength 
  

P You shall love the Lord your God. 

C with all your mind. 
  

P You shall love the Lord your God 

C and your neighbor as yourself.  
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Lord our God, You have loved us in Christ with love beyond measure or compare.  

C Yet we have sinned against You and against one another.  

 

P We have not loved You with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind.  

C We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
  

P We have turned a deaf ear to Your good commandments. 

C We have failed to bear the fruit of repentance. 
  

P Amidst our temptation to explain, excuse, or ignore our sin, we confess it all to You, as You have invited 

us to do and we ask for Your mercy on us for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

P As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I announce to you that your sins are 

forgiven in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Peace and mercy be upon you 

now and forever!  

C Amen. 
 



 

 

HYMN of PRAISE “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” LSB 422 

1 On my heart imprint Your image, 

    Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

    Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

    And my glory and salvation! 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Lord Jesus Christ, in Your deep compassion You rescue us from whatever may hurt us. Teach us to love 

You above all things and to love our neighbors as ourselves; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Leviticus 19:13–18 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Leviticus, chapter 19. 

  

 13“You shall not oppress your neighbor or rob him. The wages of a hired servant shall not remain with you all 

night until the morning. 14You shall not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block before the blind, but you shall 

fear your God: I am the LORD. 

 15“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in 

righteousness shall you judge your neighbor. 16You shall not go around as a slanderer among your people, and 

you shall not stand up against the life of your neighbor: I am the LORD. 

 17“You shall not hate your brother in your heart, but you shall reason frankly with your neighbor, lest you 

incur sin because of him. 18You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, 

but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING Romans 13:8–10 

P The Epistle is from Romans, chapter 13. 

  

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

Stand 

GOSPEL READING Luke 10:25–37 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 25Behold, a lawyer stood up to put [Jesus] to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27And he answered, “You shall love the 

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and 

your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

 29But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was 

going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, 

leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by 

on the other side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 
33But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34He 

went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought 

him to an inn and took care of him. 35And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, 

saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ 36Which of these 

three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37He said, “The one who 

showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P Rooted in God's unfathomable love for us, and hearing His call to love our neighbors as ourselves, let us 

pray for the needs of all. 

  

(Silence for personal prayer.) 

  



 

 

P Lord our God, we pray for Your Church throughout the world and in this place. Send us Your Spirit that 

we may love You as You have first loved us.  Help us to love our neighbors, so that the whole world may 

see Your love in us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord our God, we pray for all who govern, both in our nation and in nations throughout the world. Guide 

all entrusted with power, that their power may be used to do justice and to show mercy to those in need.  

Grant peace to all who are torn apart by war, and watch over our military personnel who are far away from 

home. Cease hatred among us and our enemies, that all may live in Your peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord our God, we pray for all who suffer from disease, turmoil in relationships, and death, [specific names 

may be mentioned here] that according to Your will they may experience wholeness, comfort, and peace.  

Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord our God, we pray for anyone in need of our prayers [Intercessions may be offered here: for travelers, 

wedding anniversaries, marriages, etc.].  Help us to rejoice with those who rejoice and to mourn with those 

who mourn, that all may know Your love through us.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord our God, we give You thanks for the life and witness of those who have died, especially [specific 

names may be spoken here]. Help us to follow their example of faith and good works until that day when 

our time on this earth has ended and we join them in heavenly glory in Your promised new creation in 

Christ. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P For the privilege to carry everything to You in prayer, we give thanks.  Your Son invited us to ask, seek, 

knock.  This we do today, trusting that You hear our prayer and will answer according to Your will in the 

name of Jesus. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” LSB 857 

1 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

     Wherever love may lead 



 

 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 

 

2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

    But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

    In lowliness You died. 

 

3 No golden scepter but a towel 

    You place within the hands 

Of those who seek to follow You 

    And live by Your commands. 

 

4 You bid us bend our human pride 

    Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

    That waits the gift of love. 

 

5 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

    Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

SERMON PARABLES OF JESUS:  THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord, who has set you free in Christ to keep His commandments, bless you. 

The Lord, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light, keep you. 

The Lord, who has immeasurable compassion and mercy through Jesus, give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “O God of Mercy, God of Might” LSB 852 

1 O God of mercy, God of might, 

In love and pity infinite, 

Teach us, as ever in Thy sight, 

    To live our lives in Thee. 

 

2 And Thou, who cam’st on earth to die 

That our lost world might live thereby, 

O hear us; for to Thee we cry, 

    In hope, O Lord, to Thee. 

 

3 Teach us the lesson Thou hast taught: 

To feel for those Thy blood hath bought, 

That ev’ry word and deed and thought 

    May work a work for Thee. 

 

4 All are redeemed, both far and wide, 

Since Thou, O Lord, for all hast died. 

Grant us the will and grace provide 

    To love them all in Thee! 



 

 

 

5 In sickness, sorrow, want, or care, 

May we each other’s burdens share; 

May we, where help is needed, there 

    Give help as unto Thee! 

 

6 And may Thy Holy Spirit move 

All those who live to live in love 

Till Thou shalt greet in heav’n above 

    All those who live in Thee. 
Text: Public domain 
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