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AS WE GATHER 

After all our toils and labor in this life on earth to accumulate wealth and possession, we will leave it all behind 

some day. Then what we have amassed will be left to someone after us who might or might not use it wisely. 

God gives wisdom and happiness to those who acknowledge Him. Only sinners store up wealth and are ignorant 

of God Himself. The Epistle summarizes as well the issue at hand: “Set your minds on things that are above, not 

on things that are on earth” (Col 3:2).  

  

WELCOME 
 

Sit 

OPENING HYMN “God Himself Is Present” LSB 907 

1 God Himself is present: 

    Let us now adore Him 

    And with awe appear before Him. 

God is in His temple; 

    All within keep silence; 

    Humbly kneel in deepest rev’rence. 

He alone 

On His throne 

    Is our God and Savior; 

    Praise His name forever! 

 

2 God Himself is present: 

    Hear the harps resounding; 

    See the hosts the throne surrounding. 

“Holy, holy, holy!” 

    Hear the hymn ascending, 

    Songs of saints and angels blending. 

Bow Your ear 

To us here: 

    Hear, O Christ, the praises 

    That Your Church now raises. 

 

3 Fount of ev’ry blessing, 

    Purify my spirit, 

    Trusting only in Your merit. 

Like the holy angels, 

    Worshiping before You, 

    May I ceaselessly adore You. 

Let Your will 

Ever still 

    Rule Your Church terrestrial 

    As the hosts celestial. 
Text: Public domain 

 



 

 

Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

C and renew a right spirit within me. 
  

P Cast me not away from Your presence, 

C and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
  

P Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

C and uphold me with a willing spirit. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P In our Epistle lesson for today, Paul writes, "Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are 

on earth. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 

and covetousness, which is idolatry." As we stand before God this day, we must confess that often our 

minds dwell on those things that are earthly instead of on things that are above. Almighty God, 

C we come before You in the name of Him who sits at Your right hand, Jesus Christ, our Lord. We 

admit that we have sinned against You and against one another in our thoughts, words, and deeds. 

We deserve only Your wrath and condemnation. Yet we know from Your Holy Word that You love 

us and have sent Your Son to rescue and deliver us. By His death, He has destroyed our death. By 

His rising again, He has brought us life and light. Forgive and renew us today, filling us with joy in 

Your presence. 
P Almighty God, in His great mercy, has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sin. His joyful work is to redeem and restore you through Jesus’ death and resurrection! Upon this your 

confession, I, as a servant of Christ and as your pastor, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P Hear this, all peoples! 

Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

both low and high, 

rich and poor together! 

C Truly no man can ransom another, 

or give to God the price of his life, 

for the ransom of their life is costly 

and can never suffice. 
 

P This is the path of those who have foolish confidence; 

yet after them people approve of their boasts. 

Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol; 

death shall be their shepherd. 

C But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, 

for He will receive me. 

 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 



 

 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
P Hear this, all peoples! 

Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, 

both low and high, 

rich and poor together! 
 

Sit 

HYMN of PRAISE “What Wondrous Love Is This” LSB 543 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

    What wondrous love is this 

    That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

    When I was sinking down 

    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

    To God and to the Lamb, 

    Who is the great I AM, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

    And when from death I’m free, 

    I’ll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

 

O Lord, grant us wisdom to recognize the treasures You have stored up for us in heaven, that we may 

never despair but always rejoice and be thankful for the riches of Your grace; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12–14; 2:18–26 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Ecclesiastes, chapter 1. 

  



 

 
2Vanity of vanities, says the Preacher, 

 vanity of vanities! All is vanity. . . . 

 12I the Preacher have been king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13And I applied my heart to seek and to search out 

by wisdom all that is done under heaven. It is an unhappy business that God has given to the children of man to 

be busy with. 14I have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity and a striving after 

wind. . . . 

 18I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will come after 

me, 19and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used 

my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair over all the 

toil of my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes a person who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and 

skill must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 
22What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23For all his days 

are full of sorrow, and his work is a vexation. Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity. 

 24There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This 

also, I saw, is from the hand of God, 25for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? 26For to the 

one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business 

of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING Colossians 3:1–11 

P The Epistle is from Colossians, chapter 3. 

  

 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right 

hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with 

him in glory. 

 5Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 

covetousness, which is idolatry. 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7In these you too once 

walked, when you were living in them. 8But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and 

obscene talk from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 

practices 10and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 
11Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is 

all, and in all. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

GOSPEL READING Luke 12:13–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus], “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.” 14But he 

said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care, and be on 

your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16And 

he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, ‘What 

shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 

build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have 

ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your 



 

 

soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So is the one who lays up 

treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CREED (THE FIRST ARTICLE) 

P “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.” What does this mean? 

 

C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, 

and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

  

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 

animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and 

life. 

  

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out 

of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my 

duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

 

This is most certainly true. 

 

PRAYER of the CHURCH 

P For peace in the world; for unity and concord within the Church; for harmony, patience and love within the 

family; and for all that contributes to the common good, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For protection against acts of violence and terror, for just and fair laws, for good order, and for all to enjoy 

safety in their homes and freedom from want, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those charged with the responsibility of leadership in our nation and throughout the world, for those 

who punish the wrongdoer and honor virtue, and for our good citizenship and stewardship of all the 

resources entrusted to us, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For good weather, for the fruits of the earth, for honest industry, for noble labor, and for the grace to use 

well God’s gifts without esteeming them more than the God who gives them, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the Church, for God to prosper the preaching of His Word, for all pastors and church workers, and for 

the catechumens and all who teach and learn God’s Word, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the sick and those who suffer, for those troubled in mind or heart, for the grieving in their sorrow, and 

for the dying in their last days on earth [and especially for _____________], let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all those who care for the sick and attend to the dying; for those who care for our children; for the 

police, firefighters, emergency medical personnel and disaster relief workers; and for our generous support 

of those in need, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 



 

 

P For the renewal of our hearts, for holiness of life and speech, for our daily repentance and remembrance of 

our Baptism, and for the Holy Spirit to bring to completion all that He began in us, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For humility of heart, for love for neighbor, for a flourishing of works of mercy toward those in need, and 

for a generous spirit that cheerfully supports the Church and all God’s work, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For those who have gone before us with the sign of faith, that we may be encouraged by their witness and 

leave a legacy of faithfulness to those yet to come, and for the day of the Lord when all divisions, barriers, 

violence and tears shall cease and we shall know the Lord face to face, let us pray to the Lord:  

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P To You, O Lord, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be all glory, honor, worship and praise, now and even to 

the end of all the ages.  

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Not What These Hands Have Done” LSB 567 

1 Not what these hands have done 

    Can save this guilty soul; 

Not what this toiling flesh has borne 

    Can make my spirit whole. 

 

2 Not what I feel or do 

    Can give me peace with God; 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears 

    Can bear my awful load. 

 

3 Thy work alone, O Christ, 

    Can ease this weight of sin; 

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, 

    Can give me peace within. 

 

4 Thy love to me, O God, 

    Not mine, O Lord, to Thee, 



 

 

Can rid me of this dark unrest 

    And set my spirit free. 

 

5 Thy grace alone, O God, 

    To me can pardon speak; 

Thy pow’r alone, O Son of God, 

    Can this sore bondage break. 

 

6 I bless the Christ of God, 

    I rest on love divine, 

And with unfalt’ring lip and heart 

    I call this Savior mine. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON PARABLES OF JESUS:  THE RICH FOOL 

 

BENEDICTION 

P If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

C where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
P Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 

C For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
P When Christ who is your life appears, 

C then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” LSB 922 

1 Go, My children, with My blessing, 

        Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 

        You are My own. 

    In My love’s baptismal river 

    I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing— 

        You are My own. 

 

2 Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 

        What I can cure. 

    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 

    Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 

 

3 Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, 

        Joyful and free. 



 

 

    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 

    Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Joyful and free. 

 

4 I the Lord will bless and keep you 

        And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you 

        And give you peace: 

    I the Lord will be your Father, 

    Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you 

        And give you peace. 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 
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