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AS WE GATHER 

A strange and wonderful irony emerges in all three of today’s Readings. The lost are found, whereas those who 

think they have found God, yet continue to mistreat others, are revealed to be the ones who are actually lost. 

There is a warning in this for us, who are tempted at times to think that we know God entirely, that we are the 

righteous and by our good behavior deserve God’s love. Like the fat and strong sheep in Ezekiel, like Saul the 

smugly self-righteous persecutor, and like the grumbling scribes and Pharisees in Luke, we are tempted to 

mistreat those we see as lost, strayed, and weak. We are reminded that God Himself comes into the world to 

seek and to find the lost, the strayed, the weak, and that God rejoices with great joy when a lost sheep is found. 

The Church is to be a place where sinners are welcome and where lives are transformed by the relentless love of 

Jesus, who is always seeking the lost. 

 

WELCOME 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” LSB 611 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

 

2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me—wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 

 

3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

In the way that Enoch trod. 

 

4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, 

All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 

 

5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 



 

 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P Thus says the Lord God: 

I will seek the lost. 

C We thank You, O Lord! 
  

P I will bring back the strayed. 

C We adore You, O Lord! 
  

P I will bind up the injured. 

C We praise You, O Lord! 
  

P I will strengthen the weak. 

C We worship You, O Lord! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Mighty and merciful Lord, with heavy hearts we confess our sin to You. 

  

A time of silence is observed. 

  

P We confess, 

C captive to sin, we have sinned against You, mighty God, in thought, word, and deed. 
  

P When we have treated the lost not with compassion but with condemnation, 

C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
  

P When our joy has been in our purity, our possessions, our reputations, and our uprightness, 

C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
  

P When we have neglected to care for the poor, the strayed, the weak, and have instead mocked them, 

C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 
  

P When we have swerved from love that comes from a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith, 

C we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. Bring us to repentance, Lord. Forgive our 

sins, those of which we are aware and those we do unwittingly. Have mercy on us. Seek us, for You 

alone can find us and restore us. 
  

P Thus says the Lord God, I will rescue My sheep from all the places where they have been scattered, and I 

Myself will be their shepherd. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

HYMN of PRAISE “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” LSB 791 sts. 4 & 5 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good: 

    His mercy is forever sure. 

His truth at all times firmly stood 

    And shall from age to age endure. 

 

D 5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    The God whom heav’n and earth adore, 

From us and from the angel host 

    Be praise and glory evermore. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 

You, O Lord, tirelessly seek the lost and the strayed. 

C We praise You for finding us, welcoming us, and redeeming us. 
P Help us never to take Your mercy for granted, 

C and guide us to join You in welcoming those who are lost or straying; 
P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 34:11–24 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, chapter 34. 

  

 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12As a 

shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, 

and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 
13And I will bring them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their 

own land. And I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 

country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. 

There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 
15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I 

will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the 

weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice. 

 17“As for you, my flock, thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I judge between sheep and sheep, between rams 

and male goats. 18Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your feet 

the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your feet? 
19And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your 

feet? 

 20“Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: Behold, I, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 

lean sheep. 21Because you push with side and shoulder, and thrust at all the weak with your horns, till you have 

scattered them abroad, 22I will rescue my flock; they shall no longer be a prey. And I will judge between sheep 

and sheep. 23And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed 

them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among 

them. I am the LORD; I have spoken.” 

  



 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

P The Epistle is from 1 Timothy, chapter 1. 

  

 12I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing 

me to his service, 13though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received 

mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 

and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16But I received mercy for this reason, that in 

me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who were to believe 

in him for eternal life. 17To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

GOSPEL READING Luke 15:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fifteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear [Jesus]. 2And the Pharisees and the scribes 

grumbled, saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 4“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does 

not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it? 5And when he 

has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 

his neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, 

there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need 

no repentance. 

 8“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house 

and seek diligently until she finds it? 9And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 

saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the 

angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 



 

 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Relying on Your mercy, which tirelessly seeks the lost and transforms the lives of sinners, we bring our 

prayers before You, our merciful and almighty Lord. 

 

You have gathered people of all nations and languages to churches all over the world. Enable the Church 

in this and every place to be a blessing to the communities in which we live. Empower pastors to preach 

the Word with power, teachers to teach the Word with wisdom, and all believers to serve our neighbors in 

love. Bless The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, that together we join in Your tireless work of seeking 

the lost and welcoming home the strayed. We give thanks for Your gathering as we cry, 

C O Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P You bring peace in the midst of anxiety and trouble. Cause all who govern to do so with reverence, 

impartiality, and compassion. Watch over our military personnel in harm’s way, and make Your 

comforting presence known to their families. Protect innocent people in war-torn nations. Preserve us from 

acts of terrorism. Reconcile us with our enemies. We give thanks for Your peace as we cry, 

C O Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P You visit those whose strength wanes and whose hope is nearly lost. Comfort all who are experiencing 

anxiety, all who are sick, all who are dying, and all who are mourning, [including . . .]. Help them to see 

that even in the midst of suffering, You are there, and You will never leave nor forsake those in trouble. 

We give thanks for Your visitation as we cry,  

C O Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P You extend mercy to all in need. We pray today for those in need who have requested our prayer. 

 

[Intercessions may be offered here for travelers, wedding anniversaries, marriages, etc.] 

 

For the lost souls of our world, that we learn not to hate them or berate them, but to seek them out and 

show them Your mercy. Give us a share of the joy that resounds in heaven when one lost sheep is found. 

Grant mercy to all according to Your will. We give thanks for Your mercy as we cry, 



 

 

C O Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P You provide for the needs of our bodies and souls. Bless the labor of all who set their hands to useful 

tasks—farmers and business owners, construction workers and accountants, homemakers and retail 

workers, factory workers and executives. Calm the hearts of the unemployed and underemployed. Grant 

that our land will produce an abundant harvest of goods and services that will bless many. Guide our 

stewardship of the gifts You entrust to us. We give thanks for Your provision as we cry, 

C O Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P You promise to gather outcasts from all the ends of the earth, to bring them to Your holy mountain, and 

make them joyful in Your house of prayer. Help us to be part of Your gathering by welcoming among us 

those whom the world casts out. We give thanks for Your promise as we cry, 

C O Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P You were full of grace to those who have gone before us in the faith and have now died and abide in Your 

tender arms in heaven. [Specific names may be mentioned here.] We thank You for their life and witness 

and how Your grace was shown through them. We rejoice in Your grace as we cry, 

C O Lord, hear our prayer. 
  

P For the privilege to carry everything to You in prayer, we give thanks. Jesus told us to ask, seek, and 

knock. This we do today, trusting that You hear our prayer and will answer according to Your will in the 

name of Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 



 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Like a shepherd who seeks out one lost lamb, You, Lord, have sought us out and found us. Like a woman 

who rejoices over finding her lost coin, You and all the company of heaven rejoice in having found sinners 

like us. For Your steadfast seeking and finding sinners like us, we give You thanks and praise. We pray 

that as we receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of our sins, You would form us into a people 

who notice the lost and the least in our community and reach out to them in welcome and invitation. By 

this eating and drinking, You give us a foretaste of the feast to come—where sinners of all sorts will be 

gathered to You, forgiven, redeemed, and renewed. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTIUON HYMN “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” LSB 740 

1 I am Jesus’ little lamb, 

Ever glad at heart I am; 

For my Shepherd gently guides me, 

Knows my need and well provides me, 

Loves me ev’ry day the same, 

Even calls me by my name. 

 

2 Day by day, at home, away, 

Jesus is my staff and stay. 

When I hunger, Jesus feeds me, 

Into pleasant pastures leads me; 

When I thirst, He bids me go 

Where the quiet waters flow. 

 

3 Who so happy as I am, 

Even now the Shepherd’s lamb? 

And when my short life is ended, 

By His angel host attended, 

He shall fold me to His breast, 

There within His arms to rest. 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTIUON HYMN “Christ the Eternal Lord” LSB 829 

1 Christ the eternal Lord, 

    Whose promise here we claim, 

Whose gifts of grace are freely poured 

    On all who name Your name; 



 

 

With thankfulness and praise 

    We stand before Your throne, 

Intent to serve You all our days 

    And make Your glory known. 

 

2 Christ the unchanging Word 

    To ev’ry passing age, 

Whose timeless teachings still are heard 

    Set forth on Scripture’s page; 

Transform our thought and mind, 

    Enlighten all who read, 

Within Your Word by faith to find 

    The bread of life indeed. 

 

3 Christ the redeeming Son, 

    Who shares our human birth, 

And by His death salvation won 

    For ev’ry child of earth; 

Inspire our hearts, we pray, 

    To tell Your love abroad, 

That all may honor Christ today 

    And follow Him as Lord. 

 

4 Christ the unfading Light 

    Of everlasting day, 

Our Morning Star in splendor bright, 

    The Life, the Truth, the Way; 

That light of truth You give 

    To servants as to friends, 

Your way to walk, Your life to live, 

    Till earth’s brief journey ends. 

 

5 Christ the ascended King 

    Exalted high above, 

Whose praise unending ages sing, 

    Whom yet unseen we love; 

When mortal life is past 

    Your voice from heaven’s throne 

Shall call Your children home at last 

    To know as we are known. 
Text: © 1999 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Gracious God, Your great joy is to welcome lost sinners into Your loving embrace. We thank You and 

praise You for welcoming us to this Holy Communion, wherein our sins are forgiven and we are joined 

together as one body to do Your will. Having received this astounding gift, send us forth to notice the lost 

ones we encounter and to treat them in ways that reflect Your love for sinners; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

HYMN of the DAY “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” LSB 809 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 

Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 

    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 

ref Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON PARABLES OF JESUS:  THE LOST SHEEP AND LOST COIN 

 

BENEDICTION 

P Nourished by the Word of Christ and fed by Christ’s body and blood, you are sent out into the world in the 

name of Jesus to show His mercy to those who experience no mercy, to notice the straying and invite them 

to return, to treat the lost in ways that demonstrate God’s seeking them out in mercy. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Thine Forever, God of Love” LSB 687 

1 Thine forever, God of love! 

Hear us from Thy throne above; 

Thine forever may we be 

Here and in eternity! 

 

2 Thine forever! Oh, how blest 

They who find in Thee their rest! 

Savior, guardian, heav’nly friend, 

O defend us to the end! 

 

3 Thine forever, Lord of Life! 

Shield us through our earthly strife. 

Thou, the life, the truth, the way, 

Guide us to the realms of day. 

 

4 Thine forever! Shepherd, keep 

These Thy frail and trembling sheep; 



 

 

Safe alone beneath Thy care, 

Let us all Thy goodness share. 

 

5 Thine forever! Thou our guide, 

All our wants by Thee supplied, 

All our sins by Thee forgiv’n; 

Lead us, Lord, from earth to heav’n. 
Text: Public domain 
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