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AS WE GATHER 

Who doesn’t enjoy going to a wedding? You might be surprised? As we continue our look at the Parables of 

Jesus, today we focus our attention on The Wedding Banquet. 

  
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “O Worship the King” LSB 804 sts. 1-5 

1 O worship the King, 

    all-glorious above. 

O gratefully sing 

    His pow’r and His love; 

Our shield and defender, 

    the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor 

    and girded with praise. 

 

2 O tell of His might, 

    O sing of His grace, 

Whose robe is the light, 

    whose canopy space; 

His chariots of wrath 

    the deep thunderclouds form, 

And dark is His path 

    on the wings of the storm. 

 

3 This earth, with its store 

    of wonders untold, 

Almighty, Thy pow’r 

    hath founded of old, 

Established it fast 

    by a changeless decree, 

And round it hath cast, 

    like a mantle, the sea. 

 

4 Thy bountiful care 

    what tongue can recite? 

It breathes in the air, 

    it shines in the light, 

It streams from the hills, 

    it descends to the plain, 

And sweetly distills 

    in the dew and the rain. 

 

5 Frail children of dust 

    and feeble as frail, 

In Thee do we trust, 



 

 

    nor find Thee to fail. 

Thy mercies, how tender, 

    how firm to the end, 

Our maker, defender, 

    redeemer, and friend! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

C I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
P I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, 

C for He has clothed me with the garments of salvation; He has covered me with the robe of 

righteousness, 
P as a bridegroom decks Himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

C and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Lord God, in Your Word, You instruct us, saying, “Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is 

just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is 

anything worthy of praise, think about these things” (Philippians 4:8). However, our thoughts and actions 

are often far from pure and soiled with sin. We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean from birth 

and in need of Your forgiveness. Thus, we take refuge in Your mercy, seeking Your grace for the sake of 

Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
  

P “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice.” (Philippians 4:4) 

 

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

HYMN of PRAISE “In Thee is Gladness” LSB 818 

1 In Thee is gladness 

    Amid all sadness, 

Jesus, sunshine of my heart. 

    By Thee are given 

    The gifts of heaven, 

Thou the true Redeemer art. 

    Our souls Thou wakest, 

    Our bonds Thou breakest; 

    Who trusts Thee surely 

    Has built securely; 

He stands forever: Alleluia! 



 

 

    Our hearts are pining 

    To see Thy shining, 

    Dying or living 

    To Thee are cleaving; 

Naught can us sever: Alleluia! 

 

2 Since He is ours, 

    We fear no powers, 

Not of earth nor sin nor death. 

    He sees and blesses 

    In worst distresses; 

He can change them with a breath. 

    Wherefore the story 

    Tell of His glory 

    With hearts and voices; 

    All heav’n rejoices 

In Him forever: Alleluia! 

    We shout for gladness, 

    Triumph o’er sadness, 

    Love Him and praise Him 

    And still shall raise Him 

Glad hymns forever: Alleluia! 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 

Lord God, gracious host, in Baptism, You clothe us with the robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers all 

our sin. Grant that we remain firm in the faith anticipating the day we enjoy the eternal banquet that You 

have prepared for all who believe in Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 25:6–9 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, chapter 25. 

  

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 

 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

 the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 8He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 



 

 

 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might save us. 

 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING Philippians 4:4–13 

P The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 4. 

  

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the 

God of peace will be with you. 

 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed 

concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 

whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and 

every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all 

things through him who strengthens me. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

GOSPEL READING Matthew 22:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a wedding feast for his son, 3and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding feast, but 

they would not come. 4Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared 

my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 

feast.’ 5But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the rest seized 

his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. 7The king was angry, and he sent his troops and 

destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but 

those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you 

find.’ 10And those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So 

the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 11“But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no wedding garment. 12And 

he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 13Then 

the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there 

will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES' CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 



 

 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P Brothers and sisters in Christ, we are bold to come to our Lord in prayer at His invitation. “Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God” (Philippians 4:6). 

 

Lord, our Shepherd, we thank You for Your promise to be with us, even though we may walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death. Grant us peace in knowing that You never leave nor forsake us. With 

thanksgiving, 

C we let our request be made known to You. 
  

P Lord, our Shepherd, You prepare a table before us in the presence of our enemies, and so we pray for our 

enemies. Where our enemy is wrong, work repentance, and grant that we may be of one mind and heart. 

With thanksgiving, 

C we let our request be made known to You. 
  

P Lord, our Shepherd, we pray that You would raise up individuals to proclaim Christ—the one who is the 

Good Shepherd. Provide pastors, teachers, and other professional church workers to faithfully share Your 

Word with Your people, that faith would be created and faith strengthened by the power of Your Spirit. 

With thanksgiving, 

C we let our request be made known to You. 
  

P Lord, our Shepherd, In Your wisdom, You have given different vocations to Your people. Grant us the 

gifts with which to faithfully and joyfully fulfill the callings You have given us. In living out our 

vocations, may we be a witness to the world and a blessing to our neighbor. With thanksgiving, 

C we let our request be made known to You. 
  

P Lord, our Shepherd, we ask that You would be merciful to those who are suffering. Where there is physical 

or mental illness, we ask that You would grant healing and restoration according to Your gracious will, 

[especially . . .]. Grant to them Your peace which surpasses all understanding. With thanksgiving, 

C we let our request be made known to You. 
 



 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Sit 

SERMON HYMN “Spread the Reign of God the Lord” LSB 830 

1 Spread the reign of God the Lord, 

Spoken, written, mighty Word; 

Ev’rywhere His creatures call 

To His heav’nly banquet hall. 

 

2 Tell how God the Father’s will 

Made the world, upholds it still, 

How His own dear Son He gave 

Us from sin and death to save. 

 

3 Tell of our Redeemer’s grace, 

Who, to save our human race 

And to pay rebellion’s price, 

Gave Himself as sacrifice. 

 

4 Tell of God the Spirit giv’n 

Now to guide us on to heav’n, 

Strong and holy, just and true, 

Working both to will and do. 

 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 

 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
Text: Public domain 
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BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



 

 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” LSB 923 

1 Almighty Father, bless the Word 

Which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, 

Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 

 

2 We praise You for the means of grace 

As homeward now our steps we trace. 

Grant, Lord, that we who worshiped here 

May all at last in heav’n appear. 

 

D 3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Text: Public domain 
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