
   May 2, 2021 

             “GROWING IN GRACE” 
           Sunday, May 2, 2021 9:00AM 

           Worship Service 
 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

The images Jesus uses as He proclaims the kingdom of God often come from the world of agriculture. His 

parables are filled with plants and trees and birds and animals. Grapes, grapevines, and vineyards are all used as 

illustrations by Jesus as He teaches the people who are His first hearers and us also. As people who have been 

grafted as branches into Christ the Vine through Holy Baptism, we seek ways to strengthen that connection as 

the Holy Spirit works in and through us. We now nourish our faith as branches in Christ’s vineyard as we grow 

in Him by Word and Sacrament. 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Christ Is Our Cornerstone” LSB 912 

1 Christ is our cornerstone, 

    On Him alone we build; 

With His true saints alone 

    The courts of heav’n are filled. 

On His great love 

    Our hopes we place 

    Of present grace 

And joys above. 

 

2 Here may we gain from heav’n 

    The grace which we implore, 

And may that grace, once giv’n, 

    Be with us evermore 

Until that day 

    When all the blest 

    To endless rest 

Are called away. 

 

D 3 Oh, then, with hymns of praise 

    These hallowed courts shall ring; 

Our voices we will raise 

    The Three in One to sing 

And thus proclaim 

    In joyful song, 

    Both loud and long, 

That glorious name. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

OPENING VERSICLES 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 



 

 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 
P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 
P Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 
  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION CONCLUSION 

P Beloved in the Lord, it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ, in which He 

strengthens our faith by giving us His body to eat and His blood to drink. Therefore, it is proper that we 

diligently examine ourselves for this holy Sacrament has been instituted for the special comfort of those 

who are troubled because of their sin and who humbly confess their sins, fear God's wrath, and hunger and 

thirst for righteousness. 

  

But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, from which we 

are incapable of delivering ourselves. Therefore, let us confess our sins to God, imploring Him for the sake 

of His Son Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
 
C O almighty God, most merciful Father, I, a repentant sinner, confess to You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have offended You. By nature I am a sinful creature. In thought, word, and 

deed I have continually transgressed Your Law. For this I justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, be gracious and 

merciful to me, a penitent and contrite being. Forgive me all my sins and grant me the power of 

Your Holy Spirit that I may amend my sinful life and bear fruit in keeping with true repentance. 
  

P  God be gracious to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P As you believe, so let it be. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

READING 1 John 4:1–11 

P A reading from 1 John, the fourth chapter. 

  

 1Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for many false 

prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that 

Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. 

This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, 

you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5They 

are from the world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6We are from God. 

Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of 

truth and the spirit of error. 

 7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 

God. 8Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made 

manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10In this is 

love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
11Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 

 

HYMN of the DAY “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 411 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SERMON TEXT John 15:1–8 

 1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear 

fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3Already you 

are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 

fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the 

branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do 

nothing. 6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my 

disciples.” 

 

SERMON 

RITE of CONFIRMATION 

P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: “All authority has been given to Me in 

heaven and on earth. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” You have been baptized and catechized in 

the Christian faith according to our Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever confesses Me before men, I will 

also confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny 

before My Father who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully 

give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 



 

 

P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God gave you 

in your Baptism? 

R Yes, I do. 

  

P Do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

  

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

  

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

R Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 

R Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. 

The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

R Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

  

P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 

R I do. 

  

P Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you have 

learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

R I do. 

  

P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, rather than 

fall away from it? 

R I do, by the grace of God. 

  

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching of the Lord. 

You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord’s Word and 

receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 

day of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

The catechumens kneel to receive the confirmation blessing.  

The pastor places his hands on the head of each catechumen and makes the sign of the cross on the forehead while saying: 



 

 

P [Name], the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water 

and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

R Amen. 

 
The pastor may read a text of Holy Scripture as a remembrance of confirmation. 

After all the catechumens have received the blessing, one or both of the following collects are prayed. 

 
Stand 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these Your sons 

and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the 

heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the fruits of 

faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good fight of 

faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” LSB 680 

1 Thine the amen Thine the praise 

    Alleluias angels raise 

Thine the everlasting head 

    Thine the breaking of the bread 

Thine the glory Thine the story 



 

 

    Thine the harvest then the cup 

Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 

 

2 Thine the life eternally 

    Thine the promise let there be 

Thine the vision Thine the tree 

    All the earth on bended knee 

Gone the nailing gone the railing 

    Gone the pleading gone the cry 

Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 

 

3 Thine the truly Thine the yes 

    Thine the table we the guest 

Thine the mercy all from Thee 

    Thine the glory yet to be 

Then the ringing and the singing 

    Then the end of all the war 

Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 

 

4 Thine the kingdom Thine the prize 

    Thine the wonder full surprise 

Thine the banquet then the praise 

    Then the justice of Thy ways 

Thine the glory Thine the story 

    Then the welcome to the least 

Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 

 

5 Thine the glory in the night 

    No more dying only light 

Thine the river Thine the tree 

    Then the Lamb eternally 

Then the holy holy holy 

    Celebration jubilee 

Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee. 
Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Savior, Thy Dying Love” 

1 Savior, Thy dying love 

Thou gavest me; 

Nor should I aught withhold, 

Dear Lord, from Thee. 

In love my soul would bow, 

My heart fulfill its vow, 

Some off’ring bring Thee now, 

Something for Thee. 

 

2 O’er the blest mercy seat, 

Pleading for me, 

My feeble faith looks up, 

Jesus, to Thee. 

Help me the cross to bear, 

Thy wondrous love declare, 



 

 

Some song to raise or prayer, 

Something for Thee. 

 

3 Give me a faithful heart, 

Likeness to Thee, 

That each departing day 

Henceforth may see 

Some work of love begun, 

Some deed of kindness done, 

Some wand’rer sought and won, 

Something for Thee. 

 

4 All that I am and have, 

Thy gifts so free, 

In joy, in grief, through life, 

Dear Lord, for Thee! 

And when Thy face I see, 

My ransomed soul shall be 

Through all eternity 

Something for Thee. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for having fed us with Your life-giving food. Strengthen us through the 

same and help us to rejoice in Your mercies that we grow daily as fruitful branches of Christ the Vine. 

Finally, in Your mercy, grant us a portion with the saints in light eternal. This we ask through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit are one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921 

1 On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone 

    To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

2 To Thee our wants are known, 

    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is Thine own 

    And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 



 

 

 

3 O grant that each of us, 

    Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus 

    When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
Text: Public domain 
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