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AS WE GATHER

As we journey through this Lenten season and the days of Holy Week, we hear the voice of God the Father
thundering down from heaven, and we see Jesus disappear from the public until He stands before them on trial
before His crucifixion. In today’s Reading from John 12, Jesus encourages us to walk in His light, lest darkness
overtake us. Consider how blessed we are that Jesus allowed Himself to be overtaken by darkness so that we
might walk forever in His marvelous light.

OPENING HYMN “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” LSB 563
1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness

My beauty are, my glorious dress;

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed,

With joy shall I lift up my head.

2 Bold shall I stand in that great day,
Cleansed and redeemed, no debt to pay;
Fully absolved through these | am
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame.

3 Lord, I believe Thy precious blood,
Which at the mercy seat of God
Pleads for the captives’ liberty,
Was also shed in love for me.

4  Lord, | believe, were sinners more
Than sands upon the ocean shore,
Thou hast for all a ransom paid,
For all a full atonement made.

5  When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

6  Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

Text: Public domain

Stand

INVOCATION

P) In the name of the Father and of the *I< Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



OPENING SENTENCES

(P) O Lord, open my lips,

and my mouth will declare Your praise.

P} Make haste, O God, to deliver me;

make haste to help me, O Lord.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and
will be forever. Amen.

PSALM 13

P} How long, O Lorp? Will you forget me forever?

How long will you hide your face from me?
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Sit

How long must | take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the day?

How long shall my enemy be exalted over me?

Consider and answer me, O LOrRD my God;
light up my eyes, lest | sleep the sleep of death,

lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,”
lest my foes rejoice because I am shaken.

But | have trusted in your steadfast love;
my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.

I will sing to the LORD,
because he has dealt bountifully with me.

HYMN “Abide with Me”

1

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.

I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour;

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r?
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

Come not in terrors, as the King of kings,

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings;
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea.
Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me.

Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day;
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away;
Change and decay in all around | see;

O Thou who changest not, abide with me.

LSB 878



5 | fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text: Public domain

READING Numbers 21:4-9

“From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people
became impatient on the way. *And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought
us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless
food.” ®Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of
Israel died. “And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD
and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he
sees it, shall live.” °So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would
look at the bronze serpent and live.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

READING 1 Peter 2:1-10
1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for
the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is
good.
“As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, °you
yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 8For it stands in Scripture:

“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

’So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8and

“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 1°Once you were not a
people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Stand
READING John 12:23-36

2And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 2*Truly, truly, 1 say to
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
S\Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 2°If anyone
serves me, he must follow me; and where | am, there will my servant be also. If anyone serves me, the Father
will honor him.

27“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I
have come to this hour. 2Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I
will glorify it again.” ?*The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An
angel has spoken to him.” 3Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. 3!Now is the
judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out. 32And I, when | am lifted up from the earth,
will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to show by what kind of death he was going to die. 3*So the
crowd answered him, “We have heard from the Law that the Christ remains forever. How can you say that the
Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this Son of Man?” **So Jesus said to them, “The light is among you for a
little while longer. Walk while you have the light, lest darkness overtake you. The one who walks in the
darkness does not know where he is going. *While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may
become sons of light.”

When Jesus had said these things, he departed and hid himself from them.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY
P} Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.

In You, O Lord, do | put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.
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P} Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.

Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me.

Sit

HYMN of the DAY “Glory Be to Jesus” LSB 433

1  Glory be to Jesus,
Who in bitter pains
Poured for me the lifeblood
From His sacred veins!

2  Grace and life eternal
In that blood 1 find;
Blest be His compassion,
Infinitely kind!

3 Blest through endless ages
Be the precious stream
Which from endless torment
Did the world redeem!

4 Abel’s blood for vengeance
Pleaded to the skies;



But the blood of Jesus
For our pardon cries.

5  Oftas earth exulting
Wafts its praise on high,
Angel hosts rejoicing
Make their glad reply.
6  Lift we, then, our voices,
Swell the mighty flood,;
Louder still and louder
Praise the precious blood!
SERMON
Stand
PRAYER
(P) In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P) For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P) For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the
Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P) For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P} For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P) For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to
the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P) For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in
prison, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P} For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
(P} Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION

P] The grace of our Lord I« Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all.

Amen.

Sit

CLOSING HYMN “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darness” LSB 849

1  Praise the One who breaks the darkness

With a liberating light;

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners,
Turning blindness into sight.

Praise the One who preached the Gospel,
Healing ev’ry dread disease,

Calming storms, and feeding thousands
With the very Bread of peace.

2  Praise the One who blessed the children

With a strong, yet gentle, word;

Praise the One who drove out demons
With the piercing, two-edged sword.

Praise the One who brings cool water
To the desert’s burning sand;

From this Well comes living water,
Quenching thirst in ev’ry land.

3 Letus praise the Word Incarnate,
Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious
That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer,
Praise the One who makes us one.
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