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AS WE GATHER 

As we journey through this Lenten season and the days of Holy Week, we find Jesus teaching His disciples and 

the crowds. He warns them about the scribes and Pharisees, religious leaders of the time. Jesus says these 

leaders are hypocritical. They do not practice what they preach. They burden others with the heaviest forms of 

the law but refuse to do anything they command their hearers to do. Consider how different Jesus is from these 

leaders. When Jesus instructs us to love others, He shows us how, most especially in His willingness to go to 

the cross and die for us and our salvation. 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “What Wondrous Love Is This” LSB 543 

1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

    What wondrous love is this 

    That caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 

2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 

    When I was sinking down 

    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 

3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

    To God and to the Lamb, 

    Who is the great I AM, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 

While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 

4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 

    And when from death I’m free, 

    I’ll sing His love for me, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
Text: Public domain 

 

OPENING VERSICLES 

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
  

P Jesus said:  If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 



 

 

P Christ was wounded for our transgressions, 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
 

READING Philippians 2:1–11 

P A reading from Philippians, chapter 2. 

  

 1So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any 

affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 

yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. 5Have this 

mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 

equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in 

the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 

of death, even death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is 

above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY 

P We have and advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous one. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
  

P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
  

P We have and advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous one. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
  
Stand 

READING Matthew 23:1–12 
P A reading from Matthew, the twenty-third chapter. 

  

 1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, 3so 

practice and observe whatever they tell you—but not what they do. For they preach, but do not practice. 4They 

tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to 

move them with their finger. 5They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries 

broad and their fringes long, 6and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues 7and 

greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by others. 8But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have 

one teacher, and you are all brothers. 9And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in 

heaven. 10Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ. 11The greatest among you shall 

be your servant. 12Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



 

 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sit 

HYMN “Praise To You and Adoration” LSB 692 

1 Praise to You and adoration, 

    Blessèd Jesus, Son of God, 

Who, to serve Your own creation, 

    Came to share our flesh and blood. 

Guide me that I never may 

From Your fold or pastures stray, 

    But with zeal and joy exceeding 

    Follow where Your steps are leading. 

 

2 Hold me ever in Your keeping; 

    Comfort me in pain and strife. 

In my laughter and my weeping 

    Be with me throughout my life. 

Give me greater love for You, 

And my faith and hope renew 

    In Your birth, Your life, and passion, 

    In Your death and resurrection. 
Text: Public domain 

 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 

we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SERMON 

 
Stand 

PRAYER 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



 

 

P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the 

Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in 

prison, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “On My Heart Imprint Your Image” LSB 422 

1 On my heart imprint Your image, 

    Blessèd Jesus, King of grace, 

That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures 

    Never may Your work erase; 

Let the clear inscription be: 

Jesus, crucified for me, 

    Is my life, my hope’s foundation, 

    And my glory and salvation! 
Text: Public domain 
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