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AS WE GATHER 

As we journey through this Lenten season and the days of Holy Week, we find Jesus teaching and being asked 

various questions. Upon being asked which commandment is the greatest, Jesus says to love—with love for 

God and love for one’s neighbor. We may find we are lacking in either of these commands to love. Let us find 

hope in the reality that because Christ first loved us, we are empowered to love others. 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” LSB 848 

1 Lord, whose love through humble service 

    Bore the weight of human need, 

Who upon the cross, forsaken, 

    Offered mercy’s perfect deed, 

We, Your servants, bring the worship 

    Not of voice alone, but heart, 

Consecrating to Your purpose 

    Ev’ry gift that You impart. 

 

2 Still Your children wander homeless; 

    Still the hungry cry for bread; 

Still the captives long for freedom; 

    Still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As, O Lord, Your deep compassion 

    Healed the sick and freed the soul, 

Use the love Your Spirit kindles 

    Still to save and make us whole. 

 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

    Till Your love’s revealing light 

In its height and depth and greatness, 

    Dawns upon our quickened sight, 

Making known the needs and burdens 

    Your compassion bids us bear, 

Stirring us to tireless striving, 

    Your abundant life to share. 

 

4 Called by worship to Your service, 

    Forth in Your dear name we go, 

To the child, the youth, the aged, 

    Love in living deeds to show; 

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 

    Counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

That Your servants, Lord, in freedom 

    May Your mercy know and live. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 



 

 

Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P As we turn our eyes to Holy Week, we find the scribes asking Jesus questions. 

C They want to know which commandment is most important. 
  

P Jesus’ answer is twofold. Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, 

C and love your neighbor as yourself. 
  

P These two commands are grounded in love. 

C Lord, grant that we love God and others as Christ loves us. 
  

P And grant that we turn away from hate and indifference 

C and share the love of Christ. 
 

PSALM 48 

1Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised 

 in the city of our God! 

His holy mountain, 2beautiful in elevation, 

 is the joy of all the earth, 

Mount Zion, in the far north, 

 the city of the great King. 
3Within her citadels 

 God has made himself known as a fortress. 
4For behold, the kings assembled; 

 they came on together. 
5As soon as they saw it, they were astounded; 

 they were in panic; they took to flight. 
6Trembling took hold of them there, 

 anguish as of a woman in labor. 
7By the east wind 

 you shattered the ships of Tarshish. 
8As we have heard, so have we seen 

 in the city of the LORD of hosts, 

in the city of our God, 

 which God will establish forever. 
9We have thought on your steadfast love, O God, 

 in the midst of your temple. 
10As your name, O God, 

 so your praise reaches to the ends of the earth. 

Your right hand is filled with righteousness. 

 11Let Mount Zion be glad! 

Let the daughters of Judah rejoice 

 because of your judgments! 
12Walk about Zion, go around her, 

 number her towers, 
13consider well her ramparts, 

 go through her citadels, 

that you may tell the next generation 



 

 

 14that this is God, 

our God forever and ever. 

 He will guide us forever. 

 
Sit 

HYMN “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart” LSB 708 

1 Lord, Thee I love with all my heart; 

I pray Thee, ne’er from me depart, 

    With tender mercy cheer me. 

Earth has no pleasure I would share. 

Yea, heav’n itself were void and bare 

    If Thou, Lord, wert not near me. 

And should my heart for sorrow break, 

My trust in Thee can nothing shake. 

    Thou art the portion I have sought; 

    Thy precious blood my soul has bought. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

Forsake me not! I trust Thy Word. 

 

2 Yea, Lord, ’twas Thy rich bounty gave 

My body, soul, and all I have 

    In this poor life of labor. 

Lord, grant that I in ev’ry place 

May glorify Thy lavish grace 

    And help and serve my neighbor. 

Let no false doctrine me beguile; 

Let Satan not my soul defile. 

    Give strength and patience unto me 

    To bear my cross and follow Thee. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my God and Lord, my God and Lord, 

In death Thy comfort still afford. 

 

3 Lord, let at last Thine angels come, 

To Abr’ham’s bosom bear me home, 

    That I may die unfearing; 

And in its narrow chamber keep 

My body safe in peaceful sleep 

    Until Thy reappearing. 

And then from death awaken me, 

That these mine eyes with joy may see, 

    O Son of God, Thy glorious face, 

    My Savior and my fount of grace. 

Lord Jesus Christ, my prayer attend, my prayer attend, 

And I will praise Thee without end. 
Text: Public domain 

 

READING Deuteronomy 6:4–9 

 4“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your might. 6And these words that I command you today shall be on your 

heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and 

when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8You shall bind them as a sign on your 



 

 

hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9You shall write them on the doorposts of your house 

and on your gates. 

  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

READING Galatians 5:13–23 
 13For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 

through love serve one another. 14For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 15But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another. 

 16But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17For the desires of the flesh 

are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 

keep you from doing the things you want to do. 18But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmity, 

strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. 

I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 22But the 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; 

against such things there is no law. 

  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

READING Mark 12:28–37 

 28One of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that [Jesus] answered 

them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 29Jesus answered, “The most 

important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30And you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32And the 

scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 
33And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s 

neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34And when Jesus saw that he 

answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask 

him any more questions. 

 35And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the Christ is the son of David? 
36David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

 until I put your enemies under your feet.’ 

37David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng heard him gladly. 

  

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSORY 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
  

P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
  



 

 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 

C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 
Sit 

SERMON HYMN “God Has Spoken by His Prophets” LSB 583 

1 God has spoken by His prophets, 

    Spoken His unchanging Word; 

Each from age to age proclaiming 

    God, the one, the righteous Lord. 

In the world’s despair and turmoil, 

    One firm anchor holds us fast: 

God is king, His throne eternal; 

    God the first, and God the last. 

 

2 God has spoken by Christ Jesus, 

    Christ, the everlasting Son, 

Brightness of the Father’s glory, 

    With the Father ever one; 

Spoken by the Word Incarnate, 

    God of God, before time was; 

Light of Light, to earth descending, 

    He reveals our God to us. 

 

3 God is speaking by His Spirit, 

    Speaking to our hearts again, 

In the ageless Word declaring 

    His own message, now as then. 

Through the rise and fall of nations 

    One sure faith yet standing fast; 

God abides, His Word unchanging; 

    God the first, and God the last. 
Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

SERMON 

 
Stand 

COLLECTS 

P O Lord, hear my prayer. 

C And let my cry come to You. 
  

P Almighty and everlasting God, grant us by Your grace so to pass through this holy time of our Lord’s 

passion that we may obtain the forgiveness of our sins; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

P O God, You have commanded us to love You with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength; and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves. Strengthen us by Your own redeeming love that we might reflect Your steadfast 

love to the world; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 



 

 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

CLOSING HYMN “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” LSB 425 

1 When I survey the wondrous cross 

    On which the Prince of Glory died, 

My richest gain I count but loss 

    And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 

    Save in the death of Christ, my God; 

All the vain things that charm me most, 

    I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet 

    Sorrow and love flow mingled down! 

Did e’er such love and sorrow meet 

    Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 

    That were a tribute far too small; 

Love so amazing, so divine, 

    Demands my soul, my life, my all! 
Text: Public domain 
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