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AS WE GATHER 

When someone calls you on your phone, do you always answer? In our present day with caller identification, 

many are apt to let the call go to voicemail to wait and see what the message is and who it’s from and at times 

wait to respond depending on the level of importance. How about when God calls? Especially, if that call is one 

to repentance? Do you answer? We hear in today’s Readings of the response of some. Jonah was a reluctant 

follower. He went to Nineveh begrudgingly, but through him God would issue a call for the Ninevites to 

repentance. Jesus would call Simon, Andrew, James, and John to follow Him, and promised that through them, 

God would issue a call of repentance to many. In Baptism, God has called us to follow Him in a life of faith and 

repentance, and He promises that through us, others will also be called to that same repentance and new life. 

 
Sit 

OPENING SONG “Salt and Light” V, C, V, C, B, C 2x 

 

Verse  

You make me want to be like You 

Your holiness I will pursue 

I want the heart of Jesus 

Show me the meaning of Your grace 

I want to give the world a taste 

Of the love of Jesus 

 

Chorus  

Make me salt make me light 

Let Your holy fire ignite 

Reveal Your glory in my life 

‘Cause I am not ashamed to lift up Your holy name 

Make me salt make me light 

 

Bridge 

Set me as a city on a hill 

A lamp on a stand 

Mold me in Your image 

The work of Your hand 
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Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES (Psalm 113:1–3) 

P Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 

C praise the name of the LORD! 
  



 

 

P Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 

C From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (Mark 1:15; Psalm 113:1–3) 

P Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own, and we are to pray, praise, and give thanks to 

You. 

C Yet we often do not live as You have called us to live as Your own. We do not always honor Your 

name nor Your calling with our praise. 
  

P We confess our sins to God in repentance, turning from those things that lead us away, turning back to You 

as we follow in faith. 

  

Silence for reflection 

  

P Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 

C we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have not followed You 

joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as ourselves, and our thoughts, words, and deeds 

have not been pleasing to You. We have not always welcomed Your call for us to follow You and 

You alone. 
  

P The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the Gospel. Hear and rejoice 

in the Good News. Jesus Christ died for you, and for His sake, God has compassion. As a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, and in His stead, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God! 
  

P Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants of the LORD, 

C praise the name of the LORD! 
  

P Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 

C From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!  

 

SONG of PRAISE                                       “Lord I Need You” V1, C, V2, C, B, C 2x, Ending 

 

Verse 1 

Lord I come I confess 

Bowing here I find my rest 

And without You I fall apart 

You're the one that guides my heart 

 

Chorus 

Lord I need You oh I need You 

Ev'ry hour I need You 

My one defense my righteousness 

Oh God how I need You 

 

Verse 2 

Where sin runs deep Your grace is more 

Where grace is found is where You are 

And where You are Lord I am free 

Holiness is Christ in me 

Where You are Lord I am free 



 

 

Holiness is Christ in me 

 

Bridge 

So teach my song to rise to You 

When temptation comes my way 

And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 

Jesus You're my hope and stay 

And when I cannot stand I'll fall on You 

Jesus You're my hope and stay 

 

Ending 

My one defense my righteousness 

Oh God how I need You 
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SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, as the call to follow You comes to us through Your Word, grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we trust and serve You in repentance and faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Jonah 3:1–5, 10 

 1Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, 

and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word 

of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah began to go 

into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 
5And the people of Nineveh believed God. They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them 

to the least of them. . . . 

 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he had 

said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 7:29–35 

 29This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now on, let those who have 

wives live as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who 

rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those who deal 

with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

 32I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to 

please the Lord. 33But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife, 34and his 

interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be 

holy in body and spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35I 



 

 

say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your 

undivided devotion to the Lord. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:14–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 14After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is 

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

 16Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the 

sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of 

men.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the 

son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20And immediately he called 

them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess 

our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sit 

SONG of the DAY “The Heart of Worship” V1-PC-C-V2-PC-C-C 

 

Verse 1 

When the music fades all is stripped away 

And I simply come 



 

 

Longing just to bring something that's of worth 

That will bless Your heart 

 

Pre-Chorus 

I'll bring You more than a song 

For a song in itself is not what You have required 

You search much deeper within 

Through the way things appear 

You're looking into my heart 

 

Chorus 

I'm coming back to the heart of worship 

And it's all about You all about You Jesus 

I'm sorry Lord for the thing I've made it 

When it's all about You all about You Jesus 

 

Verse 2 

King of endless worth no one could express 

How much You deserve 

Though I'm weak and poor all I have is Yours 

Ev'ry single breath 
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SERMON 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Lord, as You have called us as Your own, gathered us together, and enlightened us by Your Spirit through 

Your Word, we bring to You our prayer and praise. Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 

and for all people according to their needs. 

 

We pray for all people of the world, that the Epiphany light that shines the radiance of Your Son, our 

Savior Jesus Christ, shine in the hearts and minds of all people. For those who are wayward and lost and 

for those who have rejected Your call to repentance and faith, we pray You use us in our words and 

witness to point to You that many more would faithfully follow. 

 

P Ever-present Lord, be with Your Church on earth and the congregations in their work to serve and praise 

You and to be nourished by Your Word and Sacraments. Bless those You have called in roles of pastors 

and church workers that they faithfully speak and live Your Word of truth and that the call to a repentant 

and faithful life in Christ be followed. Continue to raise up called servants and leaders within Your Church 

for Your work and mission to continue that many more may know You and follow where You lead. 

 

P Lord of comfort and peace, be present with those who face various needs in mind, soul, and body, 

[especially . . .]. Grant healing according to Your will. Be with those who grieve that the assured promise 

of Christ’s victory over death and the grave brings hope in times of hopelessness. For those who live in 

doubt, fear, and distress, extend Your call of grace through Your Word and those who proclaim it. 

 

P Lord, we praise Your name for You gave Jesus Christ, whose love for us compelled Him to go to the cross 

that we by faith are saved. Unite us in Him and in our fellowship together, that in repentance we faithfully 

receive the gifts of life and grace He gives to us through His body and blood. Help us to draw our strength, 

love, compassion, and mercy through You. 



 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION (Psalm 113:2–3) 

P Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore! 

C From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised! 
  

P As the Lord sent His life-renewing Word through Jonah and the prophets, be assured of His forgiveness 

and love. As the Lord called and sent His apostles to be fishers of men, hear His voice and follow Him. As 

we have received God’s grace this day for the sake of Christ our Lord, heed His call to repentance, rejoice 

in His forgiving grace, and give Him thanks and praise. 

C Amen. 
  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

CLOSING SONG               “Blessed Be Your Name”         V1, V2, PC, C, V3, V4, PC, CB, PC, C 2X, B 

 

Verse 1 

Blessed be Your name 

In the land that is plentiful 

Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Verse 2 

Blessed be Your name 

When I'm found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Pre-Chorus 

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll 



 

 

Turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in Lord 

Still I will say 

 

Chorus  

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 

 

Verse 3 

Blessed be Your name 

When the sun's shining down on me 

When the world's all as it should be 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Verse 4 

Blessed be Your name 

On the road marked with suffering 

Though there's pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name 

 

Bridge 

You give and take away 

You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 

Lord blessed be Your name 
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