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AS WE GATHER 

“Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!” (LSB 381:1). “Let our gladness banish sadness All throughout 

creation!” (LSB 371:1). These two songs of the Christmas season remind us that we are in glad times as we 

celebrate the birth of our Lord. This year, because of the way the days of the week fall immediately after 

Christmas Day, we are blessed by having not one but two Sundays after Christmas! Through the Holy Gospel 

today, we hear about our Lord Jesus when He was a young man—one who increased in wisdom and stature. 

Jesus was glad to be in God’s house when He was in Jerusalem. Our gladness in these special days is 

heightened by our being here for worship as we grow in wisdom and in stature by God’s endless grace! 

 

WELCOME 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES (Hebrews 8:10–12; Psalm 122:1) 

P “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: 

C I will put My laws into their minds, and write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they 

shall be My people. 
  

P And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 

they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest. 

C For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 
  

P I was glad when they said to me, 

C “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
 

HYMN “To Your Temple, Lord I Come” LW 207 sts. 1 & 3 

1 To Your temple, Lord, I come, 

For it is my worship home. 

This earth has no better place, 

Here I see my Savior’s face. 

 

3 While Your glorious praise is sung, 

Touch my lips, unloose my tongue 

That my joyful soul may bless 

Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 
Text: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious and heavenly Father. 

C Eternal God, we confess that by nature we are sinful people. We have transgressed Your Law in 

many ways, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not always been wise 

in our thinking and our speaking and our actions. Our motives and thoughts have not always been 

pure. We deserve Your punishment now and for eternity. O God, in Your mercy forgive our sin and 



 

 

restore us to a full and joyful relationship with You, through the merits of Jesus, our Lord. Direct all 

that we do by Your Holy Spirit that in the year now beginning we joyfully follow Your will and 

gladly obey Your Commandments as Your redeemed people. 
  

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you 

completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely do it. Be at peace. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

INTROIT (Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14) 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of the only Son from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  

C Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is 

fitting. 
  

P Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; His understanding is beyond measure. 

  

C But the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear Him, in those who hope in His steadfast love. 
  

P Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem! Praise your God, O Zion! 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN “To Your Temple, Lord I Come” LW 207 sts. 4 

4 While the prayers of saints ascend, 

God of love, to mine attend. 

Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads; 

Hear, for Jesus intercedes. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this 

Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 3:4–15 

 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used to offer a 

thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 

said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 

servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of 

heart toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his 

throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, 

although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of 



 

 

your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give 

your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, 

for who is able to govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 

have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise 

and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give 

you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your 

days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David 

walked, then I will lengthen your days.” 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of 

the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his 

servants. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should 

be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, 

according to the purpose of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 

Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 

riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of 

his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 

works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be 

to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 

acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years 

old, they went up according to custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but supposing him to be in the group they went a 

day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when they 

did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed 

at his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his mother 

said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great 

distress.” 49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with 



 

 

them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her 

heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Within the Father’s House” LSB 410 

1 Within the Father’s house 

    The Son has found His home, 

And to His temple suddenly 

    The Lord of life has come.of 

 

2 The doctors of the Law 

    Gaze on the wondrous child 

And marvel at His gracious words 

    Of wisdom undefiled. 

 

3 Yet not to them is giv’n 

    The mighty truth to know, 

To lift the earthly veil that hides 

    Incarnate God below. 

 

4 The secret of the Lord 

    Escapes each human eye, 

And faithful pond’ring hearts await 

    The full epiphany. 

 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls 

    And teach us by Thy grace 

Each dim revealing of Thyself 

    With loving awe to trace 

 

D 6 Till we behold Thy face 

    And know as we are known 

Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    Coequal Three in One. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

CREEDAL HYMN “We All Believe in One True God” LSB 953 

1 We all believe in one true God, 

    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

Ever-present help in need, 

    Praised by all the heav’nly host; 

All He made His love enfolds, 

All creation He upholds. 

 

2 We all believe in Jesus Christ, 

    Son of God and Mary’s son, 

Who descended from His throne 



 

 

    And for us salvation won; 

By whose cross and death are we 

Rescued from all misery. 

 

3 We all confess the Holy Ghost, 

    Who from both in truth proceeds, 

Who sustains and comforts us 

    In all trials, fears, and needs. 

Blessèd, holy Trinity, 

Praise forever be to Thee! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

We pray for the Church, that the light of the Gospel of salvation be proclaimed here and everywhere, the 

wisdom of God be honored and followed, and the gifts of God be treasured and shared. Lord of the 

Church, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray as this New Year begins for our nation and for all of the people of the world, that there be an end 

to hostilities and that times of peacefulness and wellness everywhere prevail. Lord of all times and all 

people, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray for our families and our neighbors. Help us to remember that each person in our lives is a 

precious gift from God. Guided by the Holy Spirit, help us to choose wisely how we invest our time in the 

coming weeks and find in our associations with God’s people a source of mutual support and blessing. 

Lord of all generations, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P We pray for all sorts and conditions of people, especially making our petitions for the hospitalized and 

those who are shut in. We pray for those whose lives are in transition, the unemployed, those who are 

downcast or grieving, and for all those for whom our intercession is desired, [including . . .]. Lord of care 

and grace, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P As a community of the faithful gathered, we remember those who have shared the faith with us and now 

have departed this earthly life, especially those whose earthly lives came to an end in the past year. Direct 

our ways that we complete our journey of life in faith with divine wisdom to direct us. At the end of our 

days, bring us to rejoice together eternally with saints and angels and all the company of heaven in light 

everlasting. Lord of eternity, 

C in mercy, hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord and Savior. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 



 

 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, Lord our 

God, for You have had mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son as the perfect sacrifice for our sins. 

Grant us the gift of Your Spirit, that we receive Your wisdom and blessings with thankfulness. Help us to 

treasure the life of faith and worship we share and receive the body and blood of our Lord as the guarantee 

of our salvation and as a foretaste of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, 

be all glory, honor, and praise, together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

1 “Holy, holy, holy!” all the saints in glory 

Fill Your temple with their song around Your golden throne; 

“Holy, holy, holy!” with them we adore You; 

God in three persons, all in Christ as one. 
Text: © 1990 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship no. 110005819 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, almighty Lord, for calling us as Your people and displaying Your abiding care for us as 

we respond to Your call as Your followers and Your friends. Gathered as Your family at Your gracious 

invitation, grant that we be strengthened in faith toward You and in genuine love for one another as we 

walk each day in the wisdom You graciously supply and confidently await Your coming in glory. Send 

Your Holy Spirit upon us to sanctify and renew us in body and soul for the sake of Your Son, our Savior 

Jesus Christ, in whose name we offer our thanksgiving and prayer. 

C Amen. 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  



 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI “O Lamb of God, We Pray” 

1 O Lamb of God, we pray: 

Take all our sins away— 

Our faith increase. 

Have mercy on us all, 

Strengthen us when we fall, 

Answer our fervent call 

And grant us peace. 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110005819 

 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “O God, My Faithful God” LSB 696 

1 O God, my faithful God, 

    True fountain ever flowing, 

Without whom nothing is, 

    All perfect gifts bestowing: 

Give me a healthy frame, 

    And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, 

    A soul unstained by sin. 

 

2 Grant me the strength to do 

    With ready heart and willing 

Whatever You command, 

    My calling here fulfilling; 

That I do what I should 

    While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, 

    For You must give success. 

 

3 Keep me from saying words 

    That later need recalling; 

Guard me lest idle speech 

    May from my lips be falling; 

But when within my place 

    I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace 

    Lest I offend the weak. 

 

4 Lord, let me win my foes 

    With kindly words and actions, 

And let me find good friends 

    For counsel and correction. 

Help me, as You have taught, 

    To love both great and small 



 

 

And by Your Spirit’s might 

    To live in peace with all. 

 

5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN    “Oh, Blest the House” LSB 862 

1 Oh, blest the house, whate’er befall, 

Where Jesus Christ is all in all! 

A home that is not wholly His— 

How sad and poor and dark it is! 

 

2 Oh, blest that house where faith is found 

And all in hope and love abound; 

They trust their God and serve Him still 

And do in all His holy will! 

 

3 Oh, blest the parents who give heed 

Unto their children’s foremost need 

And weary not of care or cost. 

May none to them and heav’n be lost! 

 

4 Oh, blest that house; it prospers well. 

In peace and joy the parents dwell, 

And in their children’s lives is shown 

How richly God can bless His own. 

 

5 Then here will I and mine today 

A solemn promise make and say: 

Though all the world forsake His Word, 

I and my house will serve the Lord! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

 



 

 

Blessed are You, almighty God, for by You we have been fed and nourished with the body and blood of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. Give us faith to rejoice in His salvation, knowing that what He has done for us will 

last for time and eternity. Grant us Your abiding peace  each day of our lives as we await Your eternal 

kingdom. In the name of Jesus, our hope and comfort, we pray. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The blessing of almighty God—the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit—be with you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

CLOSING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” LSB 850 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

    On Your people pour Your pow’r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 

    Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

    For the facing of this hour, 

    For the facing of this hour. 

 

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

    Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

    Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

    For the living of these days, 

    For the living of these days. 

 

3 Cure Your children’s warring madness; 

    Bend our pride to Your control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

    Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 

    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

    To the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Your salvation 

    Be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

    Serving You whom we adore, 

    Serving You whom we adore. 
Text: Public domain 
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