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AS WE GATHER 

As the world rings in the New Year, there are many things to consider from 2020. We consider those who have 

died in the past year. We consider our own sins and failures. But we also consider all of the ways in which Jesus 

has continued to lead and guide us. On this night, we remember the love of Christ that sustains us through each 

passing year, and we pray His blessing on another year of grace. 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LSB 733 sts. 1-6 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    And our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

    And our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 

    To endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

    Before the rising sun. 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 
  

P Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C and the day is almost over. 
  

P Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 
 

PSALM (141:1–4, 8) 

P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

C O Lord, I call to You; come to me quickly; 

hear my voice when I cry to You. 
 
P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

C Set a watch before my mouth, O Lord, 

and guard the door of my lips. 
 
P Let not my heart incline to any evil thing; 

let me not be occupied in wickedness with evildoers. 

C But my eyes are turned to You, O God; 

in You I take refuge. 

Strip me not of my life. 
 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 
P Let my prayer rise before You as incense, 

the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

 
Sit 

HYMN  “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” LSB 770 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

    All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 

    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 

All because we do not carry 

    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 

    Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

    Who will all our sorrows share? 



 

 

Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

    Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge— 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 

    Thou wilt find a solace there. 
Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your loving kindness descend 

on us, that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on earth and the whole 

heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 30:15–17 

15For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 

“In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

 in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 

But you were unwilling, 16and you said, 

“No! We will flee upon horses”; 

 therefore you shall flee away; 

and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 

 therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
17A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 

 at the threat of five you shall flee, 

till you are left 

 like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 

 like a signal on a hill. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 8:31b–39 

 If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 

will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 

God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—

who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is 

written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 12:35–40 
 35[Jesus said:] “Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are waiting for 

their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he 

comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to 

you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he 

comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, 

that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to 

be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

HYMN of the DAY  “Amazing Grace” LSB 744 

1 Amazing grace—how sweet the sound— 

    That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, 

    Was blind but now I see! 

 

2 The Lord has promised good to me, 

    His Word my hope secures; 

He will my shield and portion be 

    As long as life endures. 

 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 

    I have already come; 



 

 

His grace has brought me safe thus far, 

    His grace will lead me home. 

 

4 Yes, when this flesh and heart shall fail 

    And mortal life shall cease, 

Amazing grace shall then prevail 

    In heaven’s joy and peace. 

 

5 When we’ve been there ten thousand years, 

    Bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 

    Than when we’d first begun. 
Text: Public domain 

 

NEW YEAR’S EVE HOMILY 

 
Stand 

LITANY 

P Sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
  

P As we enter a New Year, we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
  

P As we struggle through division, we look to Christ for unity, and we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
  

P As we consider our sins and failures of the past year, we look to Christ for forgiveness, and we sing to the 

Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
  

P As we seek to love our neighbors and enemies, we look to Christ for guidance, and we sing to the Lord a 

new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
  

P As we run the race set before us, we look to Christ for endurance, and we sing to the Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
  

P As we mourn those who have died in the past year, we look to Christ for comfort, and we sing to the Lord 

a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. 
  

P As we lay down our brokenness at the foot of the cross, we look to Christ for victory, and we sing to the 

Lord a new song, 

C for He has done marvelous things. Amen. 
 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your servants, 

that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also 

that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTUION HYMN  “O Living Bread from Heaven” LSB 642 

1 O living Bread from heaven, 

    How well You feed your guest! 

The gifts that You have given 

    Have filled my heart with rest. 

Oh, wondrous food of blessing, 

    Oh, cup that heals our woes! 

My heart, this gift possessing, 

    With praises overflows. 

 

2 My Lord, You here have led me 

    To this most holy place 

And with Yourself have fed me 

    The treasures of Your grace; 

For You have freely given 

    What earth could never buy, 

The bread of life from heaven, 

    That now I shall not die. 

 

3 You gave me all I wanted; 

    This food can death destroy. 

And You have freely granted 



 

 

    The cup of endless joy. 

My Lord, I do not merit 

    The favor You have shown, 

And all my soul and spirit 

    Bow down before Your throne. 

 

4 Lord, grant me then, thus strengthened 

    With heav’nly food, while here 

My course on earth is lengthened, 

    To serve with holy fear. 

And when You call my spirit 

    To leave this world below, 

I enter, through Your merit, 

    Where joys unmingled flow. 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTUION HYMN  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” LSB 918 

1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 

    Pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 

    Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

    Feed me till I want no more; 

    Feed me till I want no more. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

    Whence the healing stream doth flow; 

Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 

    Lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 

    Be Thou still my strength and shield; 

    Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

    Bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death and hell’s destruction, 

    Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 

Songs of praises, songs of praises 

    I will ever give to Thee; 

    I will ever give to Thee. 
Text: Public domain 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN  “Abide with Me” LSB 878 sts. 1, 2 & 6 

1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 



 

 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

 

2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
Text: Public domain 
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