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AS WE GATHER 

Over the centuries, the Christian Church has set aside specific days to remember persons and events that were 

significant in the proclamation of the Gospel. On this first Sunday after Christmas we remember and give 

thanks to God for the work of Saint John.  

 

+ DIVINE SERVICE: SETTING THREE (MODIFIED) + 

 

WELCOME 

 

HYMN of INVOCATION  “Once in Royal David’s City” LSB 376 

1 Once in royal David’s city 

    Stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby 

    In a manger for His bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ her little child. 

 

2 He came down to earth from heaven, 

    Who is God and Lord of all, 

And His shelter was a stable, 

    And His cradle was a stall; 

With the poor and mean and lowly 

Lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 

3 For He is our childhood’s pattern, 

    Day by day like us He grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

    Tears and smiles like us He knew; 

And He feels for all our sadness, 

And He shares in all our gladness. 

 

4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

    Through His own redeeming love; 

For that child so dear and gentle 

    Is our Lord in heav’n above; 

And He leads His children on 

To the place where He is gone. 

 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 

    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 

    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 

All in white, His praise will sound! 
Text: Public domain 

 



 

 

Stand 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 

offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of 

the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT 

P These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

C and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
P It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 

C to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 
P to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

C and your faithfulness by night, 
P to the music of the lute and the harp, 

C to the melody of the lyre. 
P For you, O Lord, have made me glad by your work; 

C at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 
P How great are your works, O Lord! 

C Your thoughts are very deep! 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

    and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

C and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 

KYRIE (LSB 186) 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 



 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (LSB 187) 

P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Merciful Lord, cast the bright beams of Your light upon Your Church that we, being instructed in the 

doctrine of Your blessed apostle and evangelist John, may come to the light of everlasting life; for You 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

FIRST READING Revelation 1:1–6 

 1The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his servants the things that must soon take 

place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 2who bore witness to the word of God and to 

the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. 3Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 

prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. 

 4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

 Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who 

are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings 

on earth. 

 To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 6and made us a kingdom, priests to his God 

and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 John 1:1—2:2 

 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 

looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and 

we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made 

manifest to us— 3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have 

fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4And we are 

writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no 

darkness at all. 6If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 

the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 



 

 

Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have 

an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only 

but also for the sins of the whole world. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL John 21:20–25 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  

 20Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them, the one who had been reclining at 

table close to him and had said, “Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?” 21When Peter saw him, he said to 

Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?” 22Jesus said to him, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is 

that to you? You follow me!” 23So the saying spread abroad among the brothers that this disciple was not to die; 

yet Jesus did not say to him that he was not to die, but, “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that 

to you?” 

 24This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things, and who has written these things, and we 

know that his testimony is true. 

 25Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that 

the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
 



 

 

Sit 

HYMN of the DAY  “By All Your Saints in Warfare” LSB 517 sts. 1, 8 & 3 

1 By all Your saints in warfare, 

    For all Your saints at rest, 

Your holy name, O Jesus, 

    Forevermore be blest! 

For You have won the battle 

    That they might wear the crown; 

And now they shine in glory 

    Reflected from Your throne. 

 

8 St. John, Apostle and Evangelist (December 27) 

For Your belov’d disciple 

    Exiled to Patmos’ shore, 

And for his faithful record, 

    We praise You evermore. 

Praise for the mystic vision 

    Through him to us revealed; 

May we, in patience waiting, 

    With Your elect be sealed. 

 

D 3 Then let us praise the Father 

    And worship God the Son 

And sing to God the Spirit, 

    Eternal Three in One, 

Till all the ransomed number 

    Fall down before the throne, 

Ascribing pow’r and glory 

    And praise to God alone. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Gathered as God’s people and as heirs of an eternal inheritance, let us pray for the whole Church and for 

all who bear the name of Jesus Christ, who is our Light and our Salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P As we remember St. John, Apostle and Evangelist, we pray for the Church, asking that through her the 

joyous news of salvation be proclaimed as the Holy Spirit directs. Give us faith to acknowledge and rejoice 

in the fellowship that we share in Christ with people here and in every place, that we may see in each sister 

and brother in Christ a reflection of Your glory. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord of all, watch over our nation and grant Your divine favor to all who bear office in our land, especially 

the president and Congress of the United States, the governor and legislature of this state, and to all those 

who make, administer, and judge our laws. Help them to serve all those in their care according to Your 

holy will, that we may live in peace and safety. 

 



 

 

Save us from pestilence and plague, for unseasonable weather, and the dangers that are ever-present in our 

lives. Grant us Your blessing as one calendar year closes and another begins. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give a special measure of blessing to those with special needs. Especially we remember the sick, the shut-

in, those dealing with depression, those who sorrow, and others known to us who at this time are in need of 

prayer. Help us to be people who bless, encourage, and strengthen all those in our circles of relationship 

and beyond. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Sovereign Lord, we remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served You in Your Church on 

earth, who now rest from their labors, [especially . . .]. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and 

bring us at last to the joys of heaven. Bless the communion we share on earth as we await the Supper of the 

Lamb in His kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, heavenly Father, for the sake of Him 

who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 
Sit 

CLOSING HYMN “Let Us All with Gladsome Voice” LSB 390 

1 Let us all with gladsome voice 

    Praise the God of heaven, 

Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, 

    His own Son hath given. 

 

2 To this vale of tears He comes, 

    Here to serve in sadness, 

That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes 

    We may reign in gladness. 



 

 

 

3 We are rich, for He was poor; 

    Is not this a wonder? 

Therefore praise God evermore 

    Here on earth and yonder. 

 

4 Christ, our Lord and Savior dear, 

    Be Thou ever near us. 

Grant us now a glad new year. 

    Amen, Jesus, hear us. 
Text: Public domain 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 
 


