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AS WE GATHER 

Merry Christmas!  This day we celebrate the fact that the Baby Jesus came to dwell with us here on earth this 

Christmas to point us to the truth that we will one day dwell with him in paradise through his death and 

resurrection. 

 

WELCOME 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C Amen.  
  

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 

C How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news.  
  

P Who proclaims salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

C When the fullness of time came, God sent forth his Son.  
  

P Born of woman, born under the law. 

C To redeem those under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
  

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. And we have seen his glory.  

C The glory of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth! 
 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN  “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379 

1 O come, all ye faithful, 

Joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold Him 

Born the king of angels: Refrain 

 

ref O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

O come, let us adore Him, 

    Christ the Lord! 

 

2 Highest, most holy, 

Light of Light eternal, 

Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 

Son of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, 

Sing in exultation, 



 

 

Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God 

In the highest: Refrain 

 

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to Thee be glory giv’n! 

Word of the Father 

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P John writes in our gospel lesson, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 1:4-5). Heavenly Father, too frequently we live in 

the darkness of unbelief. 

C Forgive us, Lord. 
  

P For our sins of the night. 

C For clinging to the darkness. 
  

P For our secret and hidden sins. 

C For the sins we have done to please ourselves. 
  

P For the sins we have done to please others. 

C Forgive those sins which we know. And those sins which we do not know. 
  

P Forgive our sin of apathy. 

C Callous indifference. 
P Failure to protest injustice. 

C Forgive our sin of greed. Giving only what we can spare. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! 

Lord, have mercy!  
  

P Believe and receive the Gospel! Christ was prophesied. Christ was born. Christ was tempted. Christ was 

arrested. Christ was crucified. Christ was raised. Christ did it all for you—for your redemption and your 

restoration; for your salvation and your resurrection. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we 

have seen his glory— 

C The glory of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty God, you have shined upon us the marvelous light of your incarnate Word Jesus. Grant that his 

light, kindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10 

P The Old Testament Reading is from the 52nd chapter of Isaiah. 

  

7How beautiful upon the mountains 

 are the feet of him who brings good news, 

who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, 



 

 

 who publishes salvation, 

 who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; 

 together they sing for joy; 

for eye to eye they see 

 the return of the LORD to Zion. 
9Break forth together into singing, 

 you waste places of Jerusalem, 

for the LORD has comforted his people; 

 he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10The LORD has bared his holy arm 

 before the eyes of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 

 the salvation of our God. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING Galatians 4:4–7 

P The Epistle is from Galatians, chapter 4. 

  

 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has 

sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if 

a son, then an heir through God. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

GOSPEL READING John 1:1–14 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 

beginning with God. 3All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was 

made. 4In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 

not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 

light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world 

was made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He came to his own, and his own people did not 

receive him. 12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



 

 

CREED (THE SECOND ARTICLE) 

C And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into 

hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand 

of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born 

of the virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with 

His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live 

under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, 

just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true. 

 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 

    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 

    God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the_angelic host proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” Refrain 

 

ref Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

    Late in time behold Him come, 

    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 

Hail the_incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain 

 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 

    Light and life to all He brings, 

    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON  “Prepare Ye:  Prepare for Paradise”  

 

RESPONSIVE HYMN  “What Child Is This” LSB 370 

1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

    On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 



 

 

    While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

    Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

2 Why lies He in such mean estate 

    Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

    The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

    Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

    Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

    Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The virgin sings her lullaby; 

    Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

    The babe, the son of Mary! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P Dear Lord Jesus, though you’ve existed forever in a rich, joyful, loving relationship with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, today we celebrate your coming to us and for us. You are the promised and much-longed-for 

Christ—the Messiah. Every promise God has made finds its fulfillment—its unequivocal “Yes!” in you. 

We delight to confess the Word became flesh— 

C And dwelt among us! 
  

P Dear Lord Jesus, with angels, archangels and all the company of heaven, we rejoice in the day angels sang, 

shepherds ran and Mary pondered. We exchange gifts and sing and celebrate and pray. Why? The Word 

became flesh— 

C And dwelt among us! 
  

P Dear Lord Jesus, we praise you for being born in Bethlehem, the “house of bread,” for we were a famished 

people—yearning for hope and wholeness, safety, security and salvation. That’s why you came as the 

Bread of Life, and you’ve brought the feast of the gospel to our souls. We praise you that the Word became 

flesh— 

C And dwelt among us! 
  

P Dear Lord Jesus, we thank you for entering our world in the town of David, Israel’s shepherd-king. For 

what King David could never be, you’ve become for us—the Good Shepherd who laid down his life for his 

sheep; and now you care for us with relentless tenderness and persistent kindness. That’s why we joyfully 

confess the Word became flesh— 

C And dwelt among us! 
  

P Dear Lord Jesus, as the King of kings and Lord of lords, you are presently reigning over all things and 

working in all things, for your glory and our good. Hallelujah! No other kingdom is everlasting but yours; 

no other King is as loving. Knowing these things to be true, we have a peace which passes all 



 

 

understanding, mercies which cannot be measured, and grace upon grace. Jesus, we pray in your tender 

and trustworthy name. 

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! Burst into songs of joy 

together. For the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem. And all the ends of the earth 

will see the salvation of our God. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. And we have seen his 

glory, the glory of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth! 

 
Sit 

CLOSING HYMN  “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388 

ref Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 

Go tell it on the mountain 

That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

O’er silent flocks by night, 

Behold, throughout the heavens 

There shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo, above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Savior’s birth. Refrain 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

The humble Christ was born; 

And God sent us salvation 

That blessèd Christmas morn. Refrain 
Text: Public domain 

 



 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

By Reed Lessing. © 2020 Creative Communications for the Parish, 1564 Fencorp Dr., Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. 

www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved. 

 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 
 


