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AS WE GATHER 

Welcome to our Advent worship series, Prepare Ye. Each week we will contemplate the many ways we prepare 

ourselves for the coming of the Christ Child on Christmas. In our worship for today we celebrate the upcoming 

arrival of our Savior through songs and shouts of praise as we prepare for him. Elizabeth, in her greeting of 

Mary, provides a benchmark for rejoicing with others over the good news of salvation in Jesus, even as we wait. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Bell Choir)                           “O Come All Ye Faithful”      arr. Krug                                            
  

WELCOME 

 

BELL CHOIR ANTHEM                               “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”            arr. Krug 
  

OPENING HYMN  “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising” LSB 375 sts 1-5 

1 Come, your hearts and voices raising, 

Christ the Lord with gladness praising; 

Loudly sing His love amazing, 

    Worthy folk of Christendom. 

 

2 Christ, from heav’n to us descending 

And in love our race befriending; 

In our need His help extending, 

    Saved us from the wily foe. 

 

3 Jacob’s star in all its splendor 

Beams with comfort sweet and tender, 

Forcing Satan to surrender, 

    Breaking all the pow’rs of hell. 

 

4 From the bondage that oppressed us, 

From sin’s fetters that possessed us, 

From the grief that sore distressed us, 

    We, the captives, now are free. 

 

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing 

When by faith we grasp this blessing, 

And to You we come confessing 

    That Your love has set us free. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God the Father, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C Amen.  
  

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 



 

 

C Sing with Moses and the people of Israel, saying— 
  

P I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously. 

C The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 
 
P When Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, she asked, 

C Why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?  
  

P Rejoice in the Lord always!  

C Again I will say, rejoice! 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P God our Father, we come to you in sorrow for our sins. For turning away from you, and ignoring your truth 

and your beauty, Father, forgive us: 

C Save us and help us. 
  

P For turning to what is dirty and ugly, beastly and unsightly; Father, forgive us:  

C Save us and help us. 
  

P For often approving of what is sinful and dark; Father, forgive us: 

C Save us and help us. 
  

P For having no song to sing, no joy in our heart; Father, forgive us: 

C Save us and help us. 
  

P For letting ourselves be drawn away from the beauty of the Gospel by temptations in the world around us; 

Father, forgive us: 

C Save us and help us. Lord, have mercy! Christ, have mercy! Lord, have mercy!  
  

P The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus! Jesus is the Prince of Peace and his atoning sacrifice, shed blood and third-day victory over death 

delivers divine peace to all who are penitent and contrite. Rejoice in the Lord always! 

C Again I will say, rejoice. 
 

HYMN of PRAISE “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” LSB 794 st 4 

D 4 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My God, the ever-living, 

To whom the heav’nly host 

    Their laud and praise are giving. 

The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    In whose great name I boast, 

God Father, God the Son, 

    And God the Holy Ghost. 
Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Dear Father, thank you for giving joy to Mary, Elizabeth and her son John as they faced overwhelming 

challenges and difficulties. Give us the same Holy Spirit so that we, with rejoicing hearts, may believe and 

be used to accomplish your holy will; through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 



 

 

Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 15:1–3 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Exodus, chapter 15. 

  

 1Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to the LORD, saying, 

“I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

 the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
2The LORD is my strength and my song, 

 and he has become my salvation; 

this is my God, and I will praise him, 

 my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
3The LORD is a man of war; 

 the LORD is his name. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE READING Philippians 4:4–8 
P The Epistle is from Philippians, chapter 4. 

  

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The 

Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these things. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 

GOSPEL READING Luke 1:39–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 39In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40and she entered the 

house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in 

her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, 42and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43And why is this granted to me that the mother of my 

Lord should come to me? 44For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 

leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 

from the Lord.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  



 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Hark the Glad Sound” LSB 349 

1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 

    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 

    In Satan’s bondage held. 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 

    The iron fetters yield. 

 

3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 

    The bleeding soul to cure, 

And with the treasures of His grace 

    To enrich the humble poor. 

 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 

    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 

    With Thy belovèd name. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON  “Prepare Ye:  Praise”  

 
Stand 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

P Gracious Father, we long to live much less of a driven life and much more of a called life. We long to live 

with less fear and more freedom, less by frenzy and more by faith, with fewer obsessions and with much 

more adoration of you, the God of all peace. So we heed the words of St. Paul, “Rejoice in the Lord 

always!” 

C Again I will say, “Rejoice.”  
  



 

 

P Gracious Father, forgive the times when you call us forward and we do nothing and make excuses. Instead, 

enable us to be like Mary as we go forward, always forward, forever forward—marching to the words, 

“Rejoice in the Lord always!” 

C Again I will say, “Rejoice.”  
  

P Gracious Father, for many of us what hinders most is fear. The fear of not being enough and having 

enough, the fear of losing face and losing control, the fear of missing the mark and missing out. Only your 

presence with us in Jesus our Lord can keep us from falling into the pit of worry and anxiety. That’s why 

we decide to, “Rejoice in the Lord always!” 

C Again I will say, “Rejoice.”  
  

P Gracious Father, drive out everything in our lives that holds us back from full-hearted and all-out devotion 

to you. Your Son lived a life of perfect obedience for us as the second Adam, fulfilling everything you 

require of us. Christ’s resurrection from the dead on the third day is the firstfruits and guarantee that one 

day we will be as lovely as you and as loving as you. What a glorious day that will be! That’s why we say, 

“Rejoice in the Lord always!” 

C Again I will say, “Rejoice.”  
  

P Gracious Father, we place ourselves, these prayers and those we love before your throne of grace, trusting 

in the powerful and priceless name of Jesus.  

C Amen. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P Prepare the way of the Lord! Make straight in the desert a highway for our God! 

C Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand. 
  

P Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. 

C And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard our hearts and our minds in 

Christ Jesus. 
  

P Rejoice in the Lord always! 

C Again I will say, rejoice. 
 

 

 



 

 

Sit 

CLOSING HYMN “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates” LSB 341 

1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! 

Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; 

The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation He doth bring; 

Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise 

Your joyful songs of praise. 

 

2 A righteous Helper comes to thee; 

His chariot is humility, 

His kingly crown is holiness, 

His scepter, pity in distress. 

The end of all our woe He brings; 

Therefore the earth is glad and sings. 

To Christ the Savior raise 

Your grateful hymns of praise. 

 

3 How blest the land, the city blest, 

Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes 

To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is He 

Who comes to set His people free. 

To God the Spirit raise 

Your happy shouts of praise. 

 

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in 

And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise 

For word and deed and grace! 

 

5 Redeemer, come and open wide 

My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 

O enter with Thy grace divine; 

Thy face of mercy on me shine. 

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on 

Until our glorious goal is won. 

Eternal praise and fame 

We offer to Thy name. 
Text: Public domain 
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