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AS WE GATHER 

Today we continue our series, “God’s Greater Story”, based upon a portion of Paul’s letter to the Church at 

Rome. This morning Paul reminds us of those whom God has placed in authority above us and how we are to 

respect them. 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” LSB 411 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. 

I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 

The star of my life is Jesus. Refrain 

 

ref In Him there is no darkness at all. 

The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

2 I want to see the brightness of God. 

I want to look at Jesus. 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path, 

And show me the way to the Father. Refrain 

 

3 I’m looking for the coming of Christ. 

I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 

We shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 
Text: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 
Stand 

OPENING LITANY 

P Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,  

C For His steadfast love endures forever.  
P It is He who remembered us in our low estate, 

C For His steadfast love endures forever 
P He has rescued us from our foes, 

C For His steadfast love endures forever. (Psalm 136:1, 23-24) 
 

HYMN “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” LSB 803 st. 1 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee, 

    God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow’rs before Thee, 

    Praising Thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 

    Drive the gloom of doubt away. 



 

 

Giver of immortal gladness, 

    Fill us with the light of day. 
Text: Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P You shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. (Lev. 19:18b) 

C Our neighbor is the one who is in need. Yet we can be so concerned about ourselves that we do not 

even see someone who needs our compassion and generosity. Even though God is the Lord in our 

lives, we end up loving ourselves way more than our neighbor. Lord, please forgive us because of 

Your love for us. 
P Jesus said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” (Matt. 22:37-40) 

C Not only do we fail to love our neighbor, we also fall short on loving our heavenly Father with all our 

heart, soul and mind. Many days we barely give God much thought. Other days our prayers are 

filled with requests but little evidence of the love that gives praise and thanks for all He gives us. 

Lord, please forgive us because of Your love for us. 
P For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 

through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” (Gal. 5:13-14) 

C God, in His love has freed us to love one another. Yet we turn that freedom into desires to be served 

instead of serving someone else. Our selfishness shows up in our homes, in our work, in our trips to 

the store and even in church. Lord, please forgive us because of Your love for us. 
P God so loved the world that He sent His only Son that whoever believes will not perish but have eternal 

life. Because of this Divine love for us, I, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 

forgive you of all your sins in the Name of God the Father who loves us, God the Son who showed that 

love on the cross, and God the Holy Spirit who pours that love into us. Amen. 

 

HYMN “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” LSB 803 st. 3 

 3 Thou art giving and forgiving, 

    Ever blessing, ever blest, 

Wellspring of the joy of living, 

    Ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

    Fountainhead of love divine: 

Joyful, we Thy heav’n inherit! 

    Joyful, we by grace are Thine! 
Text: Public domain 

 

READING Mark 12:28–34 

P A reading from Mark, chapter 12. 

  

 28And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he answered 

them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?” 29Jesus answered, “The most 

important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30And you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31The second is this: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32And the 

scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said that he is one, and there is no other besides him. 
33And to love him with all the heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s 

neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34And when Jesus saw that he 

answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask 

him any more questions. 

  



 

 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

P Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God. (1 John 4:7) 

C Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. (1 Cor. 13:4-5a) 
P We love because He first loved us. (1 John 4:19) 

C Love does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful. (1 Cor. 13:5b) 
P If we love one another, God abides in us and His love is perfected in us. (1 John 4:12b) 

C Love does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. (1 Cor. 13:6) 
P Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father 

loves whoever has been born of him. (1 John 5:1a) 

C Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. (1 Cor. 

13:7-8a) 
P Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 4:11) 

C So now faith, hope and love abide, these three, but the greatest of these is love. (1 Cor. 13:13) 
 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Where Charity and Love Prevail” LSB 845 sts. 1, 3, 5 & 6 

1 Where charity and love prevail 

    There God is ever found; 

Brought here together by Christ’s love 

    By love are we thus bound. 

 

3 Forgive we now each other’s faults 

    As we our faults confess, 

And let us love each other well 

    In Christian holiness. 

 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined 

    We are in Him made one. 

 

6 For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 

His family embraces all 

    Whose Father is the same. 
Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Loving Father, You first loved us when You sacrificed Your Son and You have sent Your Holy Spirit to 

pour that love into us. We thank You that have called us to be Your people to those in need in this world. 

Help us to love one another and also our neighbors with the same kind of love You have shown to us. We 

pray this in Your holy Name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, for You live and reign as the one true God, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

 

SERMON  “God’s Greater Story:  Living in Mercy and Faithful Obedience” Romans 13:1-10 

 
Stand 

PRAYERS of the CHURCH 

Each petition ends with this response: 



 

 

P Ever-present Lord, 

C abide in us with Your love. 

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE MEAL 

P Jesus Christ, who in love gave His life for us, invites us to share in the meal He has given to His disciples 

with His words, "Do this in remembrance of Me." 

C We remember His love for us in His death and we remember and celebrate His rising from the grave 

for our salvation. 
P Jesus says, "Whoever acknowledges Me before men, I will also acknowledge before My Father in heaven." 

C We publicly acknowledge You, Jesus, as our Savior from sin and we come before You now in 

oneness of faith and spirit to receive Your grace in this meal. 
P Let us then approach the Table of the Lord with confidence so that we may receive mercy, grace and 

strength to live as His people. 

 

THE WORD S OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” LSB 649 

1 Blest be the tie that binds 

    Our hearts in Christian love; 

The fellowship of kindred minds 

    Is like to that above. 

 

2 Before our Father’s throne 

    We pour our ardent prayers; 



 

 

Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

    Our comforts and our cares. 

 

3 We share our mutual woes, 

    Our mutual burdens bear, 

And often for each other flows 

    The sympathizing tear. 

 

4 When here our pathways part, 

    We suffer bitter pain; 

Yet, one in Christ and one in heart, 

    We hope to meet again. 

 

5 From sorrow, toil, and pain, 

    And sin we shall be free 

And perfect love and friendship reign 

    Through all eternity. 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “In Christ There Is No East or West” LSB 653 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 

    In Him no south or north, 

But one great fellowship of love 

    Throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

2 With God there is no tribe or race; 

    In Him we all are one. 

He loves us as His children through 

    Our faith in His dear Son. 

 

3 So, brothers, sisters, praise His name 

    Who died to set us free 

From sin, division, hate, and shame, 

    From spite and enmity! 

 

4 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

    Whate’er your race may be; 

Who serves my Father as His child 

    Is surely kin to me. 

 

5 In Christ now meet both east and west; 

    In Him meet south and north. 

All Christian souls are one in Him 

    Throughout the whole wide earth. 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): Public domain 

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske; (st. 3): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

PRAYER 

P We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 

implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



 

 

BENEDICTION 

P Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live 

in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love 

of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Cor. 13:11, 14) 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” LSB 700 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 

    Joy of heav’n, to earth come down! 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

    All Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion, 

    Pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

Visit us with Thy salvation, 

    Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

2 Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

    Into ev’ry troubled breast; 

Let us all in Thee inherit; 

    Let us find Thy promised rest. 

Take away the love of sinning; 

    Alpha and Omega be; 

End of faith, as its beginning, 

    Set our hearts at liberty. 

 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 

    Let us all Thy life receive; 

Suddenly return, and never, 

    Nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

    Serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing, 

    Glory in Thy perfect love. 

 

4 Finish then Thy new creation, 

    Pure and spotless let us be; 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

    Perfectly restored in Thee, 

Changed from glory into glory, 

    Till in heav’n we take our place, 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

    Lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
Text: Public domain 
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