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AS WE GATHER 

Today we continue our series, “God’s Greater Story”, based upon a portion of Paul’s letter to the Church at 

Rome. Last week we focused upon Christ, our Deliverer. Today, Paul focuses our eyes upon God, our Father. 

Rescued by Christ from the power of sin, we are brought into the kingdom of God, where we live by the Spirit 

as children of God. We are children of God. That’s the main point Paul wants to communicate to the church at 

Rome and to us today. 

 

WELCOME 

 

OPENING HYMN “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” LSB 892 

1 Come, ye thankful people, come; 

Raise the song of harvest home. 

All be safely gathered in 

Ere the winter storms begin; 

God, our maker, doth provide 

For our wants to be supplied. 

Come to God’s own temple, come; 

Raise the song of harvest home. 

 

2 All the world is God’s own field, 

Fruit unto His praise to yield; 

Wheat and tares together sown, 

Unto joy or sorrow grown. 

First the blade and then the ear, 

Then the full corn shall appear. 

Lord of harvest, grant that we 

Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

 

3 For the Lord, our God, shall come 

And shall take His harvest home, 

From His field shall in that day 

All offenses purge away, 

Give His angels charge at last 

In the fire the tares to cast, 

But the fruitful ears to store 

In His garner evermore. 

 

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come 

To Thy final harvest home; 

Gather Thou Thy people in, 

Free from sorrow, free from sin, 

There, forever purified, 

In Thy garner to abide: 



 

 

Come with all Thine angels, come, 

Raise the glorious harvest home. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES (Psalm 80:1, 14–15, 7) 

P Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, You who lead Joseph like a flock! 

C You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth. 
  

P Turn again, O God of hosts! 

C Look down from heaven, and see; have regard for this vine, the stock that Your right hand planted. 
  

P Restore us, O God of hosts; 

C let Your face shine, that we may be saved! 
  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P O God our Father, since You have set forth the way of life for us in Your beloved Son, we confess with 

shame our slowness to learn of Him, our failure to follow His guidance, and our reluctance to bear the 

cross. We acknowledge that we are by nature sinful and unclean and know in our hearts that we have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
  

P Forgive us for all that is amiss in our lives, as we continually break Your commands. Forgive us that we 

have not always been fruitful plantings in Your vineyard. 

C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
  

P Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P May the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be 

kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful, and He will do it. 

C Amen. 
  

INTROIT 

P Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 

C for his steadfast love endures forever! 
P The stone that the builders rejected 

C has become the cornerstone. 
P This is the LORD’s doing; 

C it is marvelous in our eyes. 
P This is the day that the LORD has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy  Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
 



 

 

HYMN of THANKS “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive” LSB 609 sts. 4-5 

4 I, a sinner, come to Thee 

    With a penitent confession. 

Savior, mercy show to me; 

    Grant for all my sins remission. 

Let these words my soul relieve: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 

    Were as scarlet my transgression, 

It shall be as white as snow 

    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 

For these words I now believe: 

Jesus sinners doth receive. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

  

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us when we 

reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–2; 6:5–15 

P A reading from the Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

  

 1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus] went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

 

 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues 

and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
6But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your 

Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 7“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard 

for their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9Pray 

then like this: 

“Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name. 

 10Your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 11Give us this day our daily bread, 

 12and forgive us our debts, 

  as we also have forgiven our debtors. 

 13And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 



 

 
14For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15but if you do not 

forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Children of the Heavenly Father” LSB 725 

1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven 

Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 



 

 

From all evil things He spares them; 

In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, 

And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

SERMON “God’s Greater Story:  God, Our Father” Romans 8:12-17 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Jesus Christ and for all people according to their needs. 

 

For the whole Christian community around the world that, as people united in faith, we are emboldened to 

witness to the good news that is ours in Christ Jesus, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For all nations of the earth, that there be times of peace; for our own nation that it would seek to bring that 

which is good and God-pleasing; and for our own communities and neighborhoods, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For faithfulness to carry out our callings with faithfulness, living each day with hope and confidence as we 

await the time of the great and glorious final harvest, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P For the needs that are specially known to us at this time, including health and family concerns, situations of 

disability or bereavement, and the changes that are part of human life, [especially . . .]. With assurance that 

our petitions are heard, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P With thanks to You for all those who have completed their earthly journeys in faith and who serve to 

inspire us in our times, we bless You, abiding Lord. Confident that our prayers and petitions are heard and 

that all which is best for us is done according to His good and gracious will, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

LORD'S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 



 

 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 

creation. We bless You for having planted us in Your vineyard and for keeping us in Your abiding care. 

Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, 

Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 

Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will 

overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

SANCTUS “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name” LSB 940 st. 5 

 5 Holy Father, holy Son, 

    Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

    Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery. 
Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, O Lord of heaven and earth. We give thanks to You for having sent Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, to be our Redeemer, saving us from the power of sin, death, and the devil. Invited by 

Your grace and made righteous by the sacrifice of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, we come to Your Table 

with gratitude and joy. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood that we daily grow as people of faith 

and peace, looking forward to the eternal feast yet to come in Your heavenly kingdom. 

C Amen. 
  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  



 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTUION HYMN “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” LSB 680 

1 Thine the amen Thine the praise 

    Alleluias angels raise 

Thine the everlasting head 

    Thine the breaking of the bread 

Thine the glory Thine the story 

    Thine the harvest then the cup 

Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up. 

 

2 Thine the life eternally 

    Thine the promise let there be 

Thine the vision Thine the tree 

    All the earth on bended knee 

Gone the nailing gone the railing 

    Gone the pleading gone the cry 

Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high. 

 

3 Thine the truly Thine the yes 

    Thine the table we the guest 

Thine the mercy all from Thee 

    Thine the glory yet to be 

Then the ringing and the singing 

    Then the end of all the war 

Thine the living Thine the loving evermore evermore. 

 

4 Thine the kingdom Thine the prize 

    Thine the wonder full surprise 

Thine the banquet then the praise 

    Then the justice of Thy ways 

Thine the glory Thine the story 

    Then the welcome to the least 

Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast. 

 

5 Thine the glory in the night 

    No more dying only light 

Thine the river Thine the tree 

    Then the Lamb eternally 

Then the holy holy holy 

    Celebration jubilee 

Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee. 
Text: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 



 

 

DISTRIBUTUION HYMN “My Song is Love Unknown” LSB 430 

1 My song is love unknown, 

    My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown 

    That they might lovely be. 

Oh, who am I 

    That for my sake 

    My Lord should take 

Frail flesh and die? 

 

2 He came from His blest throne 

    Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none 

    The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, 

    My friend indeed, 

    Who at my need 

His life did spend! 

 

3 Sometimes they strew His way 

    And His sweet praises sing; 

Resounding all the day 

    Hosannas to their King. 

Then “Crucify!” 

    Is all their breath, 

    And for His death 

They thirst and cry. 

 

4 Why, what hath my Lord done? 

    What makes this rage and spite? 

He made the lame to run, 

    He gave the blind their sight. 

Sweet injuries! 

    Yet they at these 

    Themselves displease 

And ’gainst Him rise. 

 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 

 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 



 

 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 

 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have again welcomed us at Your Table and have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in Your glorious kingdom. Strengthen us through this blessed gift that we 

live with assurance and confidence, free from every fear. Grant that Your Holy Spirit enlighten us with His 

gifts that we be people who rejoice in Your promises and live to Your glory. Sanctify and keep us in the 

one true faith throughout this earthly life until we come at last to the company of saints and angels in light 

eternal. We ask this in the name of Jesus, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
  

CLOSING SENTENCES (Psalm 31:1, 3, 14–15a, 23a–24) 

P In You, O Lord, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame; in Your righteousness deliver me! 

C For You are my rock and my fortress; and for Your name’s sake You lead me and guide me; 
  

P But I trust in You, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” My times are in Your hand. 

C Love the Lord, all you His saints! The Lord preserves the faithful. Be strong, and let your heart take 

courage, all you who wait for the Lord! 
  

PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

 

Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 

untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go 

but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” LSB 540 sts. 2 & 6 

2 Christ, the living bread from heaven, 

    Food for body, food for soul; 

Christ, the manna daily given, 



 

 

    Nourish, strengthen, make us whole. 

Feed us with the food of heaven, 

    Foretaste of the feast to be; 

Quench our thirst with living water 

    Springing up eternally. 

 

D 6 Christ, the Alpha and Omega, 

    Christ, the firstborn from the dead, 

Christ, the life and resurrection, 

    Christ, the Church’s glorious head: 

Praise and thanks and adoration 

    And unending worship be 

To the Father and the Spirit 

    And to You eternally. 
Text: © 2001 Steven P. Mueller. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 
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