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Worship Service

AS WE GATHER
Some voices in our world today claim that good needs evil in order to help what is right truly express itself. The
Bible takes a different view, giving us God’s perspective on good and evil. That which is truly virtuous doesn’t
depend on evil. No, quite the opposite, that which is good—God and His love in Jesus Christ—actively dispels
evil at the cross. By His resurrection from death’s grave, Jesus crushes evil and guarantees that it has no power
over those who trust in Him. Remaining in Christ’s love, we respond to the evil in our world, even the evil that
comes directly at us through the wrongdoings of our enemies, with the goodness of forgiveness. Instead of
retaliating against evil ourselves, we allow our good and gracious God to respond to it, and overcome it, in our
loving Savior.
Sit

OPENING HYMN
“Praise to You and Adoration”
1
Praise to You and adoration,
Blessèd Jesus, Son of God,
Who, to serve Your own creation,
Came to share our flesh and blood.
Guide me that I never may
From Your fold or pastures stray,
But with zeal and joy exceeding
Follow where Your steps are leading.
2
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Hold me ever in Your keeping;
Comfort me in pain and strife.
In my laughter and my weeping
Be with me throughout my life.
Give me greater love for You,
And my faith and hope renew
In Your birth, Your life, and passion,
In Your death and resurrection.
Text: Public domain

Stand

INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (1 John 1:8–9)
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
P Let us therefore come before His throne of grace with humble and sincere hearts to lay our burdens down.
Silent prayer for personal confession
P

Gracious Lord,

C

we come before You, laying the burden of our sin at the foot of Your cross. We openly acknowledge
our failure to follow Your plans for our lives. We have stumbled and fallen in our service to You. We
have placed our agenda ahead of Yours. We have been shallow in our love toward You and toward
those You have placed in our path. We cry out for mercy, trusting in Your promise to forgive us
through the love of our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

P

God has heard your cry for mercy and fulfills His promise to save and deliver you! Lavishing His grace
upon you in Jesus, He enables you to love and forgive as He has first loved and forgiven you. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

INTROIT (Psalm 37:5–7; antiphon: v. 4)
P Delight yourself in the Lord,
C and He will give you the desires of your heart.
P Commit your way to the Lord;
C trust in Him, and He will act.
P He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
C and your justice as the noonday.
P Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him;
C fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P
C

Delight yourself in the Lord,
and He will give you the desires of your heart.

HYMN of PRAISE
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”
3
Let us praise the Word Incarnate,
Christ, who suffered in our place.
Jesus died and rose victorious
That we may know God by grace.
Let us sing for joy and gladness,
Seeing what our God has done;
Let us praise the true Redeemer,
Praise the One who makes us one.
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Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819

SALUTATION
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

C

Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the evil of sin and death at the cross for our redemption.
Enable us to stand in the goodness of our Savior so that we are not overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Jeremiah 15:15–21

15

O LORD, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and take vengeance for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance take me not away;
know that for your sake I bear reproach.
16
Your words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.
17
I did not sit in the company of revelers,
nor did I rejoice;
I sat alone, because your hand was upon me,
for you had filled me with indignation.
18
Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Will you be to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail?
19
Therefore thus says the LORD:
“If you return, I will restore you,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless,
you shall be as my mouth.
They shall turn to you,
but you shall not turn to them.
20
And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
declares the LORD.
21
I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE
Romans 12:9–21
9
10
Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly
affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.
12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek
to show hospitality.
14
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with
those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never be
conceited. 17Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 18If possible,
so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath
of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20To the contrary, “if your enemy is

hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on
his head.” 21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
L
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 16:21–28

21

From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from
the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23But he turned
and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the
things of God, but on the things of man.”
24
Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross
and follow me. 25For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
26
For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in
return for his life? 27For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he
will repay each person according to what he has done. 28Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Sit

HYMN of the DAY
1
Hail, Thou once despisèd Jesus!
Hail, Thou Galilean King!

“Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus”
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Thou didst suffer to release us;
Thou didst free salvation bring.
Hail, Thou universal Savior,
Bearer of our sin and shame!
By Thy merit we find favor:
Life is given through Thy name.
2

Paschal Lamb, by God appointed,
All our sins on Thee were laid;
By almighty love anointed,
Thou hast full atonement made.
All Thy people are forgiven
Through the virtue of Thy blood;
Opened is the gate of heaven,
Reconciled are we with God.

3

Jesus, hail! Enthroned in glory,
There forever to abide;
All the heav’nly hosts adore Thee,
Seated at Thy Father’s side.
There for sinners Thou art pleading;
There Thou dost our place prepare,
Ever for us interceding
Till in glory we appear.

4

Worship, honor, pow’r, and blessing
Thou art worthy to receive;
Highest praises, without ceasing,
Right it is for us to give.
Help, ye bright angelic spirits,
All your noblest anthems raise;
Help to sing our Savior’s merits,
Help to chant Immanuel’s praise!
Text: Public domain

SERMON
Stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.

C
P
C
P
C

For all disciples of Jesus Christ, both here at [name of the local congregation] and throughout the world,
that we not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good, let us pray to the Lord.
Bless us, Jesus, as we follow You.
For the fulfillment of the Great Commission, that wherever the good news of salvation in Christ is
proclaimed, hearts turn to the Lord and live, let us pray to the Lord.
Bless us, Jesus, as we tell of You.
For all servant leaders in the church and in the world, that their work for our blessing show forth the
goodness of Christ to the world He died to save, let us pray to the Lord.
Bless us, Jesus, as we serve You.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For the blessing of all who hunger and thirst, for all who are weary and heavy-laden, and for all who are
without house or income, that they seek the restoration the Lord’s good hand provides, let us pray to the
Lord.
Bless us, Jesus, as we are cared for by You.
For all who willingly put themselves in the path of evil for the sake of other people’s good, including
military members, law enforcement officers, and emergency workers, that they be protected by the Lord’s
mighty hand, let us pray to the Lord.
Bless us, Jesus, as we are protected by You.
For all who ail in heart, mind, and body, [especially . . .], that they be touched by the healing hand of our
Savior and filled with the presence of His comforting Spirit, let us pray to the Lord.
Bless us, Jesus, as we are healed by You.
For these and all other concerns we have, that coming before the throne of grace we find mercy to help us
in our time of need, let us pray to the Lord.
Bless us, Jesus, as we trust You to hear and answer our prayers. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION (Romans 12:21; Numbers 6:24–26)
P Do not be overcome by evil,
C but overcome evil with good.
P

Go forth with the blessing of your good and gracious God:

C

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Sit

CLOSING HYMN
“Christ Be My Leader”
1
Christ be my Leader by night as by day;
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way.
Gladly I follow, my future His care,
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there.
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2

Christ be my Teacher in age as in youth,
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth.
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand,
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand.

3

Christ be my Savior in calm as in strife;
Death cannot hold me, for He is the life.
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign.
Text: © 1964, renewed 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819
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