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AS WE GATHER 

When it comes to summarizing the Psalms, Luther probably said it best, “The Psalter out to be a precious and 

beloved book, if for no other reason than this:  It promises Christ’s death and resurrection so clearly – and 

pictures His Kingdom and the condition and nature of all Christendom – that it might well be called a little 

Bible.” We continue our look this day at arguably the most well-known Psalm – Psalm 23. 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “The Lord, My God, Be Praised” LSB 794 

1 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My light, my life from heaven; 

My maker, who to me 

    Has soul and body given; 

My Father, who will shield 

    And keep me day by day 

And make each moment yield 

    New blessings on my way. 

 

2 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My trust, my life from heaven, 

The Father’s own dear Son, 

    Whose life for me was given, 

Who for my sin atoned 

    With His most precious blood 

And gives to me by faith 

    The highest heav’nly good. 

 

3 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My hope, my life from heaven, 

The Spirit, whom the Son 

    In love to me has given. 

His grace revives my heart 

    And gives my spirit pow’r, 

Help, comfort, and support 

    In sorrow’s gloomy hour. 

 

D 4 The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    My God, the ever-living, 

To whom the heav’nly host 

    Their laud and praise are giving. 

The Lord, my God, be praised, 

    In whose great name I boast, 

God Father, God the Son, 

    And God the Holy Ghost. 
Text: Public domain 

 



 

 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

P We have begun our worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Let us speak 

together the words of the Apostles’ Creed regarding the First Person of the Holy Trinity. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  

P What does this mean? 

C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, 

and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 
 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, 

animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and 

life. 
 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out 

of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my 

duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 
 

This is most certainly true. 
  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us humble ourselves before God, confess our sins to Him, and ask His gracious forgiveness. 

  

C We confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and before one another, that we 

are sinful human beings by nature and by deed. We have not always put God first. We have used His 

holy name in ways that do not honor Him. We have not always been thoughtful caretakers of His 

creation and have not shared His bounty with others at all times. We have been heedless in word and 

deed and have not always kept our thoughts, words, and deeds pure and honorable. We sinned in 

ways we know and in ways we do not even recognize. We have wished for that which is not rightfully 

ours and have not put the best construction on all things and on all people. We pray God to have 

mercy on us, to forgive us all our sins, and to bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 
  

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all our sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 

of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

INTROIT 

P I will bless the LORD at  all times; 

 his praise shall continually be  in my mouth. 

C I sought the LORD, and he  answered me 

 and delivered me from  all my fears. 

P Those who look to him are  radiant, 

 and their faces shall never  be ashamed. 

C This poor man cried, and the LORD  heard him 

 and saved him out of all his  troubles. 



 

 

P The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 

 and delivers them. 

C Oh, taste and see that the  LORD is good! 

 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

C Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 

 and to the Holy  Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P I will bless the LORD at  all times; 

 his praise shall continually be  in my mouth. 

 

HYMN of PRAISE “Have Mercy on Your People” 

1 Have mercy on Your people, Lord. 

 Have mercy, Christ, our King. 

 Renew us by Your mercy, Lord; 

 Accept the prayers we bring. 

 
Text: Dorothy Hoyer Scharlemann, 1912–2002. Copyright © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger that we, being ready in both body 

and soul, may cheerfully accomplish what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Job 38:4–18 

4[The Lord said to Job:] “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

 Tell me, if you have understanding. 
5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

 Or who stretched the line upon it? 
6On what were its bases sunk, 

 or who laid its cornerstone, 
7when the morning stars sang together 

 and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 
8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 

 when it burst out from the womb, 
9when I made clouds its garment 

 and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
10and prescribed limits for it 

 and set bars and doors, 
11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

 and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? 



 

 
12“Have you commanded the morning since your days began, 

 and caused the dawn to know its place, 
13that it might take hold of the skirts of the earth, 

 and the wicked be shaken out of it? 
14It is changed like clay under the seal, 

 and its features stand out like a garment. 
15From the wicked their light is withheld, 

 and their uplifted arm is broken. 
16“Have you entered into the springs of the sea, 

 or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17Have the gates of death been revealed to you, 

 or have you seen the gates of deep darkness? 
18Have you comprehended the expanse of the earth? 

 Declare, if you know all this.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

EPISTLE Romans 10:5–17 

 5Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments 

shall live by them. 6But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into 

heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7or “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up 

from the dead). 8But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 

word of faith that we proclaim); 9because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10For with the heart one believes and is justified, 

and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will 

not be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, 

bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 14But how are they to call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15And how are they to 

preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 
16But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 
17So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 14:22–33 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 22Immediately [Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go before him to the other side, while he 

dismissed the crowds. 23And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray. 

When evening came, he was there alone, 24but the boat by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the 

waves, for the wind was against them. 25And in the fourth watch of the night he came to them, walking on the 

sea. 26But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a ghost!” and they 

cried out in fear. 27But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 

 28And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29He said, “Come.” 

So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. 30But when he saw the wind, he was 

afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me.” 31Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took 



 

 

hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” 32And when they got into the boat, the 

wind ceased. 33And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Almighty Father, Heaven and Earth” 

1 Almighty Father, heav’n and earth 

With lavish wealth before Thee bow; 

Those treasures owe to Thee their birth, 

Creator, Ruler, Giver, Thou. 

 

2 The wealth of earth, of sky, of sea, 

The gold, the silver, sparkling gem, 

The waving corn, the bending tree, 

Are Thine; to us Thou lendest them. 

 

3 To Thee, as early morning’s dew, 

Our praises, alms, and prayers shall rise 

As rose, when joyous earth was new, 

Faith’s patriarchal sacrifice. 

 

4 We, Lord, would lay at Thy behest 

The costliest off’rings on Thy shrine; 

But when we give, and give our best, 

We give Thee only what is Thine. 

 

5 O Father, whence all blessings come; 

O Son, Dispenser of God’s store; 

O Spirit, bear our offerings home: 

Lord, make them Thine forevermore. 

 
Text: Edward A. Dayman, 1807–90. Public domain 

 

SERMON “You Anoint My Head!” Psalm 23 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition ends with: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 



 

 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

CLOSING HYMN                                   “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” LSB 791 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 

    Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell; 

    Come ye before Him and rejoice. 

 

2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

    Without our aid He did us make. 

We are His folk, He doth us feed, 

    And for His sheep He doth us take. 

 

3 O enter then His gates with praise; 

    Approach with joy His courts unto. 

Praise, laud, and bless His name always, 

    For it is seemly so to do. 

 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good: 

    His mercy is forever sure. 

His truth at all times firmly stood 

    And shall from age to age endure. 

 

D 5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    The God whom heav’n and earth adore, 

From us and from the angel host 

    Be praise and glory evermore. 
Text: Public domain 
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