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AS WE GATHER 

When it comes to summarizing the Psalms, Luther probably said it best, “The Psalter out to be a precious and 

beloved book, if for no other reason than this:  It promises Christ’s death and resurrection so clearly – and 

pictures His Kingdom and the condition and nature of all Christendom – that it might well be called a little 

Bible.” We continue our look this day at arguably the most well-known Psalm – Psalm 23. 

 
Sit 

OPENING SONG                            “Blessed Be Your Name”     V1-V2-PC-C-V3-V4-PC-C-B-PC-C-C-B 

Verse 1                                                                                                                                                                         

Blessed be Your name 

In the land that is plentiful 

Where Your streams of abundance flow 

Blessed be Your name 

Verse 2                                                                                                                                                                               

Blessed be Your name 

When I'm found in the desert place 

Though I walk through the wilderness 

Blessed be Your name 

Pre-Chorus                                                                                                                                                                   

Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll 

Turn back to praise 

When the darkness closes in Lord 

Still I will say 

Chorus                                                                                                                                                                            

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your name 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

Blessed be Your glorious name 

Verse 3                                                                                                                                                                      

Blessed be Your name 

When the sun's shining down on me 

When the world's all as it should be 

Blessed be Your name 

Verse 4                                                                                                                                                                                

Blessed be Your name 

On the road marked with suffering 

Though there's pain in the offering 

Blessed be Your name 



 

 

Bridge                                                                                                                                                                   

You give and take away 

You give and take away 

My heart will choose to say 

Lord blessed be Your name 
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Stand 

OPENING VERSICLES 

P O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 

C make haste to help me, O Lord. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

PSALM 

P Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, 

which cannot be moved, but abides forever. 

C As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

 so the LORD surrounds his people, 

from this time forth and forevermore. 
P For the scepter of wickedness shall not rest 

 on the land allotted to the righteous, 

lest the righteous stretch out 

 their hands to do wrong. 

C Do good, O LORD, to those who are good, 

and to those who are upright in their hearts! 
P But those who turn aside to their crooked ways 

 the LORD will lead away with evildoers! 

Peace be upon Israel! 

 
Sit 

READING Romans 8:28–39 

P A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter. 

 

 28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according 

to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and 

those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his 

own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall 

bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 

died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 

nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

 we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 



 

 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither 

death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

READING Matthew 13:44–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

 

 44[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. 

Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of 

great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 
48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the 

bad. 49So it will be at the close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 
50and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, “Therefore every 

scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sit 

SONG of the DAY                        “You Never Let Go”                 V1-PC-C1-V2-PC-C2-C1-B-B-C1-C1-Tag 

 

 



 

 

Verse 1 

Even though I walk through the valley 

Of the shadow of death 

Your perfect love is casting out fear 

And even when I'm caught in the middle 

Of the storms of this life 

I won't turn back I know You are near 

 

Pre-Chorus 

And I will fear no evil 

For my God is with me 

And if my God is with me 

Whom then shall I fear 

Whom then shall I fear 

 

Chorus 1 

Oh no You never let go 

Through the calm and through the storm 

Oh no You never let go 

In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 

Oh no You never let go 

Lord You never let go of me 

 

Verse 2 

And I can see a light that is coming 

For the heart that holds on 

A glorious light beyond all compare 

And there will be an end to these troubles 

But until that day comes 

We'll live to know You here on the earth           

 

Chorus 2 

Oh no You never let go 

Through the calm and through the storm 

Oh no You never let go 

In ev'ry high and ev'ry low 

Oh no You never let go 

Lord You never let go of me 

You keep on runnin' and You never let go 

Singing 

 

Bridge 

Yes I can see a light 

That is coming for the heart that holds on 

And there will be an end to these troubles 

But until that day comes 

Still I will praise You, still I will praise You 

 

Tag 

Lord You never let go of me 
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SERMON “You Are with Me!” Psalm 23 

 
Stand 

KYRIE 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Lord of mercy, hear the prayers of Your people who call upon You in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

 

Almighty God, Your love once created all things and set apart a people of Your promise. Grant to us faith 

that we believe Your Word, heed the call of Your love, and find peace in Your gift of salvation. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Blessed Father, Your love is our great treasure and Your kingdom Your gift. Grant that we with bold voice 

make known Your salvation to all the ends of the earth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Merciful God, You established Your Church and endowed her with Your Word and Your Sacraments. 

Bless all pastors and missionaries as they serve us in Your name with Your gifts and grace. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Mighty God, You have set over us leaders who exercise the authority of the state for our protection against 

enemies and for justice against evildoers. Bless our president, the Congress of these United States, and all 

who make, administer, and judge our laws. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Compassionate God, Your Son was wounded for our transgressions, and in His wounds are healing and 

strength. Hear us on behalf of all the sick, those who suffer, the grieving, and the dying, [especially . . .]. 

Grant them all that is needed to support them in their hour of need. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P God of grace, You have given to us the gift of work and the privilege of using the fruits of our labors for 

the support of our families and ourselves. Give us a generous heart that we give aid to the poor and honor 

to You with the worship of our hearts and the tithes and offerings of our hands. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

  

Local concerns may be added here. 

  



 

 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

BLESSING of the GRADUATES  

P  Dear Lord, we thank You for blessing our graduates with the gift of education. We thank You for their 

achievements and ask You to be with them as they take the next steps in their lives. As they do, 

C  Lord, we ask You to give them wisdom. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

P  Graduates, let the words of the Lord in Proverbs 3 speak to you today. The Lord said, “Do not forget My 

teaching, but let your heart keep My commandments. For the length of days and years of life and peace they 

will add to you. Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them 

on the tablet of your heart. So you will find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. Trust in the 

Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

and He will make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. 

It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones. Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the 

firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will be bursting with 

wine. Do not despise the Lord’s discipline or be weary of His reproof, for the Lord reproves him whom He 

loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. Blessed is the one who finds wisdom, and the one who gets 

understanding.”. 

  

P  Let us pray. Lord God, we commend these young people to Your care, asking You all things to watch over 

them and to keep them in Your grace in Christ Jesus. 

C Help them when they share their troubles with You. Hear and bless them when they ask for Your 

help and guidance. Help them to repent their sins and turn to You, for forgiveness of sins in Christ 

Jesus, our Savior, who lived, died, and rose again so that we may know Your love and live in Your 

grace. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have 

promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



 

 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and 

every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my 

body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power 

over me. 
 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BLESSING 

P The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

CLOSING SONG                                                          “We Believe”                                  V1-C1-V2-C1-B-C2 

 

Verse 1 

In this time of desperation 

When all we know is doubt and fear 

There is only one foundation 

We believe, we believe. 

In this broken generation 

When all is dark You help us see 

There is only one salvation 

We believe, we believe 

 

Chorus 1 

We believe in God the Father 

We believe in Jesus Christ 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

And He's given us new life 

We believe in the crucifixion 

We believe that He conquered death 

We believe in the resurrection 

And He's coming back again 

We believe 

 

Verse 2 

So let our faith be more than anthems 

Greater than the songs we sing 

In our weakness and temptations 

We believe, we believe 

 

Bridge 

Let the lost be found and the dead be raised 

In the here and now let love invade 

Let the church live loud our God, we’ll say 

We believe, we believe 

And the gates of hell will not prevail 

For the pow'r of God has torn the veil 



 

 

Now we know Your love will never fail 

We believe, we believe 

 

Chorus 2 

We believe in God the Father 

We believe in Jesus Christ 

We believe in the Holy Spirit 

And He's given us new life 

We believe in the crucifixion 

We believe that He conquered death 

We believe in the resurrection 

And He's coming back  

He’s coming back again 

He’s coming back again 

We believe, we believe 
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