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AS WE GATHER 

Why must we endure the questions, the challenges, and the things that are not as they should be? The disciples 

long ago wondered about this too. Why are there weeds in God’s field and what can be done about it? The seed 

was good, but God has enemies, and so do you. It is not given to us to resolve this until the Lord’s time, when 

He will separate the weeds from the wheat. It is enough for us to know that God knows the hearts of people and 

that this tension will not endure. When Jesus comes in His glory, the angels will gather out of His kingdom all 

who do not belong. Then the righteous shall shine like the sun, so take heart, people of God. 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Build on the Rock” LSB 645 

1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 

    Even when steeples are falling. 

Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 

    Bells still are chiming and calling, 

Calling the young and old to rest, 

But above all the souls distressed, 

    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 

2 Surely in temples made with hands 

    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 

High above earth His temple stands, 

    All earthly temples excelling. 

Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 

Chooses to live with us in love, 

    Making our bodies His temple. 

 

3 We are God’s house of living stones, 

    Built for His own habitation. 

He through baptismal grace us owns 

    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 

Were we but two His name to tell, 

Yet He would deign with us to dwell 

    With all His grace and His favor. 

 

4 Here stands the font before our eyes, 

    Telling how God has received us. 

The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 

    And what His Supper here gives us. 

Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 

Christ yesterday, today, the same, 

    And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 



 

 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Give ear, O Lord, to the prayers of Your people, and listen to their cry for mercy. 

C You, O Lord, are a merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness. 
  

Silence for self-examination 

  

P Lord of mercy, 

C we confess that with us there is an abundance of sin, but in You there is the fullness of righteousness 

and an abundance of mercy. We are poor sinners whose thoughts, words, and deeds betray our 

weakness and death. You, O Lord, are gracious and merciful and, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

You have saved us by His blood. Give to us true repentance that we know Your forgiveness and the 

comfort of a clear conscience. Give us also hearts made new by Your grace, that we love You above 

all things and our neighbors as ourselves and, by Your Holy Spirit, do what is pleasing in Your sight. 

Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
  

Silence for meditation 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 

Through the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, our Savior, you have been made the children of God in Baptism 

and live because of His mercy. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the TSon and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

KYRIE 

P Lord, have mercy. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Lord, have mercy upon Your people whom You have redeemed with the holy and precious blood of Your 

Son. Guard us against temptation, guide us with the light of Your Word, and give all things needful to us 

that we faithfully serve You to eternal life. 

C Amen. 
  

P Christ, have mercy. 

C Christ, have mercy. 
P Christ, our Lord, whom the prophets promised and Mary bore, the Son of God in flesh and blood, as You 

once reclaimed us from darkness with Your light, so continue to reclaim us from the shadows and darkness 

of sin. Keep us in the grasp of Your grace that we not depart from Your truth or lose our way but remain 

steadfast in Your Word to the end of all our days. 

C Amen. 
  

P Lord, have mercy. 



 

 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P Lord, hear the prayers of Your people, for we have no one in whom to hope but You. Comfort our hearts 

by Your Spirit that we endure to the day of Christ’s coming and shine with the brightness of His true light 

all the days of our lives until, when He comes again in His glory, the darkness shall give way to light 

forevermore. 

C Amen. 
  
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 44:6–8 

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel 

 and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 

“I am the first and I am the last; 

 besides me there is no god. 
7Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

 Let him declare and set it before me, 

since I appointed an ancient people. 

 Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen. 
8Fear not, nor be afraid; 

 have I not told you from of old and declared it? 

 And you are my witnesses! 

Is there a God besides me? 

 There is no Rock; I know not any.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

EPISTLE Romans 8:18–27 

 18For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be 

revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the 

creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation 

itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22For 

we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only 

the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 

adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 

hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 

Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is 

the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 24[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a man who 

sowed good seed in his field, 25but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the 

wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27And the 

servants of the master of the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? 



 

 

How then does it have weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then 

do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat 

along with them. 30Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the 

weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” . . . 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, “Explain to us the 

parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The 

field is the world, and the good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 
39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. 
40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will 

send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw them 

into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine 

like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 



 

 

Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” LSB 660 

1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, 

    Ye soldiers of the cross. 

Lift high His royal banner; 

    It must not suffer loss. 

From vict’ry unto vict’ry 

    His army He shall lead 

Till ev’ry foe is vanquished, 

    And Christ is Lord indeed. 

 

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The trumpet call obey; 

Stand forth in mighty conflict 

    In this His glorious day. 

Let all His faithful serve Him 

    Against unnumbered foes; 

Let courage rise with danger 

    And strength to strength oppose. 

 

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    Stand in His strength alone. 

The arm of flesh will fail you, 

    Ye dare not trust your own. 

Put on the Gospel armor; 

    Each piece put on with prayer. 

Where duty calls or danger, 

    Be never wanting there. 

 

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus; 

    The strife will not be long; 

This day the din of battle, 

    The next the victor’s song. 

The soldiers, overcoming, 

    Their crown of life shall see 

And with the King of Glory 

    Shall reign eternally. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON                                                     Based on the Gospel Reading 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Lord, You have been the refuge and strength of Your people from generation to generation. Give to us the 

comfort of Your presence in time of trouble, Your grace to forgive our sins, and Your peace to govern our 

hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  



 

 

P Lord, Your power holds all things together, in heaven and on earth. Give wisdom to those who lead our 

nation and guidance to those who make, administer, and judge our laws, so that life be protected and 

justice administered. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, Your Word speaks hope and life. Open our ears to hear Your voice and our hearts to believe in Jesus 

Christ and follow Him as Savior and Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, Your Church lives by the grace You bestow through Word and Sacrament. Bless the pastors who 

preach to us this Gospel and the church workers who serve us in Your name. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, Your mercy extends to all our needs and Your grace gives healing according to Your will. Hear us 

on behalf of [names, and] all who stand in need. Grant to them grace sufficient for all their needs and 

sustain them in the hour of trial. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, You give us new lives in baptismal water, and Your Spirit opens our hearts to faith. Help us to live 

out fully our vocation as Your children in the places where we live and work and do the good works You 

desire. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, You have granted us a place at the Table of Your Son. Help us to receive His body and blood with 

repentance and faith and to keep in holy lives the precious gift we will receive upon our lips. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Lord, You have given us the encouragement of the mighty saints of old and those who taught us the faith. 

Help us to leave a legacy of faithfulness to those who follow us, and sustain us in hope until we join the 

saints in Christ’s eternal presence. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, 

through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
  

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

PROPER PREFACE 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen 

creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death 



 

 

upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 

glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  

 

SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY) LSB 507 st. 1 
1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

    Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

    God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
Text: Public domain 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, we praise You for all Your gifts but most of all for having had mercy upon us and 

sending Your only Son to bear the full weight of our sins upon the cross. We rejoice to receive His 

salvation in the communion of His body and blood given and shed for us. Gathered in His name to receive 

His gifts, we pray You, O Lord, to grant us Your Holy Spirit that we be strengthened in faith and by this 

Holy Communion be equipped for His service. 

C Amen. 
  

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  

P O Lord, we here remember the sufferings and death of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Praising His victorious 

resurrection from the dead, we give You thanks that He stands before Your throne of grace, interceding 

with His blood as our own High Priest. Graciously receive our prayers, deliver and preserve us. Through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whom, with whom, and through whom all honor and glory is Yours, O Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

P As our Savior taught us, we are bold to pray: 

  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



 

 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “I Come, O Savior, to Thy Table” LSB 618 

1 I come, O Savior, to Thy table, 

    For weak and weary is my soul; 

Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able 

    To satisfy and make me whole: Refrain 

 

ref Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood 

Be for my soul the highest good! 

 

2 Thy heart is filled with fervent yearning 

    That sinners may salvation see 

Who, Lord, to Thee in faith are turning; 

    So I, a sinner, come to Thee. Refrain 

 

3 Unworthy though I am, O Savior, 

    Because I have a sinful heart, 

Yet Thou Thy lamb wilt banish never, 

    For Thou my faithful shepherd art: Refrain 

 

4 Weary am I and heavy laden; 

    With sin my soul is sore oppressed; 

Receive me graciously and gladden 

    My heart, for I am now Thy guest. Refrain 

 

5 What higher gift can we inherit? 

    It is faith’s bond and solid base; 

It is the strength of heart and spirit, 

    The covenant of hope and grace. Refrain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “How Firm a Foundation” LSB 728 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! 

What more can He say than to you He has said 

Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 

2 “Fear not! I am with you, O be not dismayed, 

For I am your God and will still give you aid; 

I’ll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 



 

 

3 “The soul that on Jesus has leaned for repose 

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes; 

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 

I’ll never, no never, no never, forsake! 

 

4 “When through fiery trials your pathway will lie, 

My grace, all-sufficient, will be your supply. 

The flames will not hurt you; I only design 

Your dross to consume and your gold to refine. 

 

5 “Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove 

My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn, 

Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.” 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “O Savior, Precious Savior” LSB 527 

1 O Savior, precious Savior, 

    Whom yet unseen we love; 

O name of might and favor, 

    All other names above, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

    To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

    Our holy Lord and King. 

 

2 O bringer of salvation, 

    Who wondrously hast wrought 

Thyself the revelation 

    Of love beyond our thought, 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

    To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

    Our gracious Lord and King. 

 

3 In Thee all fullness dwelleth, 

    All grace and pow’r divine; 

The glory that excelleth, 

    O Son of God, is Thine. 

We worship Thee, we bless Thee, 

    To Thee, O Christ, we sing; 

We praise Thee and confess Thee, 

    Our glorious Lord and King. 

 

4 O grant the consummation 

    Of this our song above 

In endless adoration 

    And everlasting love; 

Then shall we praise and bless Thee 

    Where perfect praises ring, 

And evermore confess Thee, 

    Our Savior and our King! 



 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

 

O almighty and everlasting God, You have delivered us from the darkness of sin and granted us life in 

Your Son. Grant to us Your Holy Spirit that we walk in the light of Your Son all our days, and bring us at 

last to that day when we shall shine like the sun in Your presence forevermore; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

CLOSING HYMN “On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921 

1 On what has now been sown 

    Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone 

    To make it sprout and grow. 

Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 

And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

2 To Thee our wants are known, 

    From Thee are all our pow’rs; 

Accept what is Thine own 

    And pardon what is ours. 

Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 

And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 

3 O grant that each of us, 

    Now met before Thee here, 

May meet together thus 

    When Thou and Thine appear 

And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 

E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 
            Text: Public domain  

 

DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace to love and serve the Lord! 

C Thanks be to God. 
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