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AS WE GATHER 

Thank God for our nation! The celebration of Independence Day is not part of the traditional Church Year 

calendar. Rather, it is a national celebration that presents an opportunity to give thanks to God for the gift of our 

land. In observing the day, we are connected with the biblical record of God’s people in times past who 

expressed thanks for the blessings that God had given to them through the nation of which they were part. The 

psalmist writes, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12). As we bring our thankful praise 

to God, we ask that His blessing on our land would continue for generations. 

 
Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Before You, Lord, We Bow” LSB 966 

1 Before You, Lord, we bow, 

    Our God who reigns above 

And rules the world below, 

    Boundless in pow’r and love. 

Our thanks we bring 

    In joy and praise, 

    Our hearts we raise 

To You, our King! 

 

2 The nation You have blest 

    May well Your love declare, 

From foes and fears at rest, 

    Protected by Your care. 

For this bright day, 

    For this fair land— 

    Gifts of Your hand— 

Our thanks we pay. 

 

3 May ev’ry mountain height, 

    Each vale and forest green, 

Shine in Your Word’s pure light, 

    And its rich fruits be seen! 

May ev’ry tongue 

    Be tuned to praise 

    And join to raise 

A grateful song. 

 

4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 

    Your great Redeemer own; 

Believe, obey, rejoice, 

    And worship Him alone. 

Cast down your pride, 

    Your sin deplore, 

    And bow before 

The Crucified. 



 

 

5 And when in pow’r He comes, 

    Oh, may our native land 

From all its rending tombs 

    Send forth a glorious band, 

A countless throng, 

    With joy to sing 

    To heav’n’s high King 

Salvation’s song! 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES (Psalm 33:1–5) 

P Shout for joy in the Lord, O you righteous! 

C Praise befits the upright. 
  

P Give thanks to the Lord with the lyre; 

C make melody to Him with the harp of ten strings! 
  

P Sing to Him a new song; 

C play skillfully on the strings, with loud shouts. 
  

P For the word of the Lord is upright, 

C and all His work is done in faithfulness. 
  

P He loves righteousness and justice; 

C the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father. 

C Almighty God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean, undeserving of Your mercy. We 

admit that we have sinned against You in countless ways. We have left undone those things we ought 

to have done; we have done those things we ought not to have done. We have not always been the 

citizens of our blessed nation we could be, taking for granted the gift of freedom that is ours. We 

sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the 

renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what is sinful in our lives that each day we grow 

in righteousness and godly living to the glory of Your holy name. 
  

P God has promised forgiveness to those who repent and turn to Him in contrition. In kindness and love, He 

promises pardon, life, and salvation because of the atoning sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and 

of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be. 

C Amen. 
  

INTROIT (Psalm 33:11, 18, 22; antiphon: v. 12) 

P Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 

   the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 

  



 

 

C The counsel of the Lord stands forever, 

   the plans of His heart to all generations. 
  

P Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, 

   on those who hope in His steadfast love. 

  

C Let Your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, 

   even as we hope in You. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
  

P Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, 

   the people whom He has chosen as His heritage! 

 

HYMN of PRAISE “God of Grace and God of Glory” LSB 850 st. 2 

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

    Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

    Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

    For the living of these days, 

    For the living of these days. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

 

Lord of time and God of history, we ask You to keep our nation and its leaders under Your care. It is by 

Your grace and blessing alone that we can know peace and freedom. Direct and lead us to live justly with 

our neighbors, peaceably in our communities, and joyfully in our land, seeking the common good. This we 

ask through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

C Amen 
  
Sit 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 4:1–5 

1It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and it shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and peoples shall flow to it, 

 2and many nations shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 



 

 

For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
3He shall judge between many peoples, 

 and shall decide for strong nations afar off; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore; 
4but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, 

 and no one shall make them afraid, 

 for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken. 
5For all the peoples walk 

 each in the name of its god, 

but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God 

 forever and ever. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

EPISTLE Romans 13:1–7 

 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 

those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 

Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 

approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword 

in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one 

must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6For the same reason 

you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed 

to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, 

honor to whom honor is owed. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  
Stand 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 22:15–22 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 15Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle [Jesus] in his talk. 16And they sent their disciples to 

him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God 

truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17Tell us, then, 

what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put 

me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius. 20And Jesus 

said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, 

“Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When they 

heard it, they marveled. And they left him and went away. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “God Bless Our Native Land” LSB 965 

1 God bless our native land; 

Firm may she ever stand 

    Through storm and night. 

When the wild tempests rave, 

Ruler of wind and wave, 

Do Thou our country save 

    By Thy great might. 

 

2 So shall our prayers arise 

To God above the skies; 

    On Him we wait. 

Thou who art ever nigh, 

Guarding with watchful eye, 

To Thee aloud we cry: 

    God save the state! 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON 

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition ends with: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



 

 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 

Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Grant us Your Spirit, gracious Father, that we give heed to the testament of Your Son in true faith and, 

above all, firmly take to heart the words with which Christ gives to us His body and blood for our 

forgiveness. By Your grace, lead us to remember and give thanks for the boundless love He manifested to 

us when, by pouring out His precious blood, He saved us from Your righteous wrath and from sin, death, 

and hell. 

 

Grant that we may receive the bread and wine, that is, His body and blood, as a gift, guarantee, and pledge 

of His salvation. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all 

glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LSB 717 sts. 1-4 

1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 

Its own appointed limits keep: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee 

For those in peril on the sea. 

 



 

 

2 O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain, 

O’er which our traffic runs amain 

By mountain pass or valley low; 

Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 

Protect them by Thy guarding hand 

From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 

3 O Spirit, whom the Father sent 

To spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by Thy might 

Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 

And keep them by Thy watchful care 

From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 

4 O Trinity of love and pow’r, 

Our people shield in danger’s hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 

Protect them wheresoe’er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 

Glad praise from air and land and sea. 
Text (sts. 1, 4): Public domain 

Text (sts. 2–3): © The Church Pension Fund. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” LSB 857 

1 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

     Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 

 

2 You came to earth, O Christ, as Lord, 

    But pow’r You laid aside. 

You lived Your years in servanthood; 

    In lowliness You died. 

 

3 No golden scepter but a towel 

    You place within the hands 

Of those who seek to follow You 

    And live by Your commands. 

 

4 You bid us bend our human pride 

    Nor count ourselves above 

The lowest place, the meanest task 

    That waits the gift of love. 

 

5 Lord, help us walk Your servant way 

    Wherever love may lead 

And, bending low, forgetting self, 

    Each serve the other’s need. 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005819 

 

LORD, WHILE FOR HUMANKIND WE PRAY 

1 Lord, while for humankind we pray 

Of ev’ry clime and coast, 



 

 

Lord, hear us for our native land, 

The land we love the most! 

 

2 Oh, guard our shores from ev’ry foe, 

With peace our borders bless, 

With prosp’rous times our cities crown, 

Our fields with plenteousness! 

 

3 Unite us in the sacred love 

Of all that’s good and true; 

And let our hills and valleys shout 

Their songs, all praising You. 

 

4 Here may Your Gospel, pure and mild, 

Renew our Sabbath hours 

And piety and virtue bless 

Our fathers’ home and ours. 

 

5 Lord of the nations, thus to You 

Our country we commend. 

Oh, be her refuge and her trust, 

Her everlasting friend. 
Text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Let us pray. 

 

Blessed are You, heavenly Father, for You have once again fed and nourished us through the body and 

blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Strengthen us through this gracious Meal that, as sisters and 

brothers gathered at Your Table, we live renewed lives and show forth Your love in our nation and in our 

neighborhoods. Support us in this life, and bring us at last to the unending feast in Your eternal kingdom, 

where You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “All People That on Earth Do Dwell” LSB 791 

1 All people that on earth do dwell, 

    Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice. 

Him serve with mirth, His praise forthtell; 

    Come ye before Him and rejoice. 

 

2 Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

    Without our aid He did us make. 

We are His folk, He doth us feed, 

    And for His sheep He doth us take. 

 



 

 

3 O enter then His gates with praise; 

    Approach with joy His courts unto. 

Praise, laud, and bless His name always, 

    For it is seemly so to do. 

 

4 For why? The Lord our God is good: 

    His mercy is forever sure. 

His truth at all times firmly stood 

    And shall from age to age endure. 

 

D 5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

    The God whom heav’n and earth adore, 

From us and from the angel host 

    Be praise and glory evermore. 
Text: Public domain 
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