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AS WE GATHER 

When it comes to summarizing the Psalms, Luther probably said it best, “The Psalter out to be a precious and 

beloved book, if for no other reason than this:  It promises Christ’s death and resurrection so clearly – and 

pictures His Kingdom and the condition and nature of all Christendom – that it might well be called a little 

Bible.” We continue our look this day at arguably the most well-known Psalm – Psalm 23. 
 

Sit 

OPENING HYMN “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word” LSB 904 

1 Blessèd Jesus, at Your Word 

    We are gathered all to hear You. 

Let our hearts and souls be stirred 

    Now to seek and love and fear You, 

By Your teachings, sweet and holy, 

Drawn from earth to love You solely. 

 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 

    Lie in deepest darkness shrouded 

Till Your Spirit breaks our night 

    With the beams of truth unclouded. 

You alone to God can win us; 

You must work all good within us. 

 

3 Gracious Savior, good and kind, 

    Light of Light, from God proceeding, 

Open now our heart and mind; 

    Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading. 

Hear the cry Your Church now raises; 

Hear and bless our prayers and praises. 

 

D 4 Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord, 

    Praise to You and adoration! 

Grant that we may trust Your Word, 

    Confident of our salvation, 

While we here below must wander, 

Till we sing Your praises yonder. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P We come before the Lord this day to be strengthened in faith and to be witnesses of righteousness and truth 

before a hostile world. Let us first confess our own sinfulness, that we receive mercy, grace, and 

forgiveness from God. 



 

 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 

You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
  

P Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 

announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
  

HYMN of PRAISE “Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice” LSB 556 sts. 2 & 4 

2 Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; 

    Death brooded darkly o’er me. 

Sin was my torment night and day; 

    In sin my mother bore me. 

But daily deeper still I fell; 

My life became a living hell, 

    So firmly sin possessed me. 

 

4 But God had seen my wretched state 

    Before the world’s foundation, 

And mindful of His mercies great, 

    He planned for my salvation. 

He turned to me a father’s heart; 

He did not choose the easy part 

    But gave His dearest treasure. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. 

  

O God, because Your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of Your daily mercies that we 

may live secure and content in Your eternal love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

READING Matthew 10:5a, 21–33 

P A reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 5These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, . . . 

 21“Brother will deliver brother over to death, and the father his child, and children will rise against parents 

and have them put to death, 22and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one who endures to the 

end will be saved. 23When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next, for truly, I say to you, you will not 

have gone through all the towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 



 

 

 24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like 

his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much 

more will they malign those of his household. 

 26“So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. 
27What I tell you in the dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. 28And 

do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body 

in hell. 29Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your 

Father. 30But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than 

many sparrows. 32So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father 

who is in heaven, 33but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  
Sit 

HYMN of the DAY “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” LSB 733 

1 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

    And our eternal home: 

 

2 Under the shadow of Thy throne 

    Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 

    And our defense is sure. 

 

3 Before the hills in order stood 

    Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 

    To endless years the same. 

 

4 A thousand ages in Thy sight 

    Are like an evening gone, 

Short as the watch that ends the night 

    Before the rising sun. 

 

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

    Soon bears us all away; 

We fly forgotten as a dream 

    Dies at the op’ning day. 

 

6 O God, our help in ages past, 

    Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard while troubles last 

    And our eternal home! 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON “What Do You Want?” Psalm 23 

 
Stand 

NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 



 

 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Each petition ends with: 

P Lord, in Your mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



 

 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

PREFACE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts.             

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, King of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your 

only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

 

P In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and 

You justly barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You promised 

salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all 

who trust in Him. 

 

P We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings of 

forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This 

do in remembrance of Me.” 

  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Just as I Am, Without One Plea” LSB 570 

1 Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me 

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

2 Just as I am and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

3 Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many_a conflict, many_a doubt, 



 

 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

4 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 

Yea, all I need, in Thee to find, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

5 Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

Because Thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; Thy love unknown 

Has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
Text: Public domain 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “O God, My Faithful God” LSB 696 

1 O God, my faithful God, 

    True fountain ever flowing, 

Without whom nothing is, 

    All perfect gifts bestowing: 

Give me a healthy frame, 

    And may I have within 

A conscience free from blame, 

    A soul unstained by sin. 

 

2 Grant me the strength to do 

    With ready heart and willing 

Whatever You command, 

    My calling here fulfilling; 

That I do what I should 

    While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, 

    For You must give success. 

 

3 Keep me from saying words 

    That later need recalling; 

Guard me lest idle speech 

    May from my lips be falling; 

But when within my place 

    I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace 

    Lest I offend the weak. 

 

4 Lord, let me win my foes 

    With kindly words and actions, 

And let me find good friends 

    For counsel and correction. 

Help me, as You have taught, 



 

 

    To love both great and small 

And by Your Spirit’s might 

    To live in peace with all. 

 

5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 

 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
Text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

P Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper 

of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the 

day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” LSB 850 

1 God of grace and God of glory, 

    On Your people pour Your pow’r; 

Crown Your ancient Church’s story; 

    Bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

    For the facing of this hour, 

    For the facing of this hour. 

 

2 Lo, the hosts of evil round us 

    Scorn the Christ, assail His ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us 

    Free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 



 

 

    For the living of these days, 

    For the living of these days. 

 

3 Cure Your children’s warring madness; 

    Bend our pride to Your control; 

Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, 

    Rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage 

    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal, 

    Lest we miss Your kingdom’s goal. 

 

4 Save us from weak resignation 

    To the evils we deplore; 

Let the gift of Your salvation 

    Be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, 

    Serving You whom we adore, 

    Serving You whom we adore. 
Text: Public domain 
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